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which  they  £oM,  and  canie  over  to  America,  in  the 
year  1657,  and  purchased  land?  in  King  George's 
County,  Virginia.  His  father,Mr.  Augustus  Wash- 
ington, was  the  second  in  descent  after  their  -enilk. 
[^ration,  and  had  a  numerous  offspring.  He  wa^ 
possessed  of  large  property,  and  of  distinguished  re- 
pntatifcn.  George  was  his  third  iion,  arid  tlie  first 
fruit  of  his  second  marriage.  He  received  I)is  ed- 
ucation under  the  eye  of  his  father,  from  a  private 
tutor,  under  whom  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  Jang  lage,  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  purpo5- 
es  of  life,  his  mother-tonguc  grammatically,  and  the 
^^Jements  of  mathematics,  which  he;  hi  his  r''inrr 
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years,  careriill}'-  improved  by  practical  experiments 
in  topographical  and  military  plans.  When  he 
was  but  ten  years  of  age,  his  father  died.,  and  at 
iifteen,  he  was  CMtered  a  midshipman  on  board  a 
British  ship  of  wsr  then  stationed  oti  the' coast  of 
Virginn.  But  after  his  baggage  had  been  packed 
up  for  embarkation,  the  plan  was  abandoned  in  o- 
bedience  to  the  calls  of  maternal  affection.  F6r 
s'evera!  years  after  he  quitted  his  tiitor,  the  learning 
he  had  acquired  was  much  improved  by  a  disposi- 
tion to  study,  and  he  particularly  applied  himself 
to  tbs  practical  parts  of  surveying,  a  knowledge  o'f 
whi;j;ii,v/a^s'}:heri,  '^s  It  js-eow.;.  very  important  and 
i}eoessari,'''to'm;en  of-'laindfedlpiioperty  in  every  part 
of  the  A'PQcricaj? .  contiij^nt.  '  His  merits  in  this 
fcranch  ojf  ^tiJow^ledge,  occasioned  him  being  nomi- 
nated Su/v,(^y6r't6'a  certain  district  in  Virsjinia,  an 
apponiVmbntcatlip}' vr('(>ita'ule  than  lucrative;  but 
■vvriicir  a^TOfdei  4imii  'a<iv^.ntag€ouS  opportunities, 
particu-arly  an  acquaintance  with  the  country,  the 
properties  oi  lands,  and  the  situations  and  direc- 
tions of  creeks  and  rivers,  and  it  enabled  him  to 
make  a  chotbe  of  some  valuable  tracts  of  land  for 
subsequent  purchase. 

After  his  father  died,  the  charge  of  the  family 
devolved  on  his  eldest  brother  Lawrence,  a  young 
man  of  the  most  promising  talents ;  who,  at  that 
time,  w^as  a  captain  under  admiral  A'^ernon,  in  the 
colonial  troops,  employed  in  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena  ;  upon  hiS  return,  having  come  h)\o 
the  possession  of  his  patrimonial  estates,  in  honour 
of  his  admiral,  from  whom  he  had  received  inuny 
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.cMlIties,  he  named  his  new  mansion  MMnUVerncn^^ 
He  was  afterwards  made  adjutant- genera  I  of  the 
jTiiiitia  of  Virginia,  but  did  not  long  survive,  an(t 
on  his  demise  (notwithstanding  there  were  heirs 
cf  an  eider  branch,  who  possess  a  large  share  of  th^ 
patrimony)  the  eldest  son  by  the  second  marriage, 
inherited  the  part  upon  which  that  seat  now  stajid=* 
and  a  considerable  landed  property  attached  to  it!' 
At  tlie  death  of  his  brother,  the  vacant  officV 
af  adjutant- general  was  in  consequence  of  the  en., 
creased  population  and  extensive  h'mits  of  the  col- 
i}r\y,  divided  into  three  districts,  and  the/v/^r^?  i/j-: 
r<j  of  America,  before^  he 'was  iwentr  yekrVof  .age^ 
began  his  military  t^i-e-r,  hy  an  appointment  tQ, 
tlie  rank  of  major  in  that  depart.- r.ejit.    ' 

^  In  1753,  an  event  occurrecj; 'whi-'h  er.lled  his  a^. 
bilities  iifto  more  active  pubV'c  notjce  Tfie  jeal- 
oiVies  of  the  Fresich  -ani'/ltiigliJh  ^•oveaiments 
wore  at  their  height.^ 'Encroachir.ents  were  re- 
ported to  have  been  made  by  the  former  from  their 
settlements  in  Canada,  on  the  frontier  territories  of 
the  British  colonies,  along  the  rivers  Ohio  and  de 
Boeuf.--  Ofier.s  were  received  from  England,  by 
1.he  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  to  re^el  by 
force  thete  encroachments  ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
hpntemant^govcrnor  Dinwiddie  dispatched  vounc^ 
rnnjar  \A  s/nington,  with  plenary  powers  tu  vl-x^q7. 
tain  th?  facts,  treat  v/ith  the  Indians,  and  to  en- 
gage them  to  contintie  firm  in  their  attachment  to 
iCngkn  1,  and  to  warn  the  French  to  desist  from  the 

■fr  French  Crock. 
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inroads  they  were  making,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  Iroatics  then  subsistDg  between  the  two  crowns, 
Tliit'  mission  he  pcribriTicd  v/ith  singular  indui^try, 
inteii.gen.'e  and  address. 

The  apiointment  of  major  Washington  was 
deen^.ed  a  circumstance  somewhat  extraordinary  at 
that  period  ;  it  was  said  tliat  a  youth  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  enlarged  commerce  of  the  world,  un- 
experienced in  politicyl  concerns,  appeared  to  be 
un*.,  to  be  en![doycd  to  conduct  a  negotiation, 
wherein  su'ijects  oi  Xhe  greatest  importance  were 
]n\  orvcd  ;  it  was  vcy  true  that  the  subjects  were 
3mp.orit}iVii%'tbr  Hie-y  ;;hpr>t^.yta,£ler  became  the  ori- 
gin ek'a^wa'r  lXetwech^th^,t}.VQ  nations,  which  rag- 
ed for  motwf^  yea];s,_,.£ind^:fte'nded  rhroL'^Siout  cv^ery 
pait  os'  i;hp  fclobeVindoVv.ldich  en>ied  in  the  Lnalex- 
pulsian  (..«f,tiie'f  rerjch'fro'm  the  continent. 

ijiitVdib4o;wh!:iJAd*|brmed  such  superricial  no- 
tions oV  Uie?  m-lijorVvv^c^c^an  the  end,  deceived  by 
the  success  and  abilities  manifested  tliroiigh  the 
■'.vhole  transaction.  This  having  been  the  fir^t  ef- 
fort of  ihrit  career  winch  has  terminated  with  lo 
much  splendour  in  history,  and  honour  and  haj,-- 
piness  to  himiSeh"  and  his  country.  It  wiii  be  pie?.- 
sing  to  peruse  his  journal,  given  in  as  a  report  cf 
liis  proceediiigs  to  governor  Dinwiddie  oj:  Virginia, 
on  th:it  occasion  ;  it  is  highly  ilkiftrative  of  that  ac- 
tivity and  penetration  which  have  signahsed  his 
character  on  a  more  extensive  theatre,  at  a  Siub:^- 
Client  periods 
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c.'7it  hy  the  Hon.  Rchert  D'ln^w'idd'iey  Esq.  ;  h'ls  Majfs- 
fj''j  Lieutenant-Governor y  and  Commander  in  Chief  of- 
V'lrgmia,  to  the  Cc:iunj7id,:Kt  cf  the  trench  fcrcss  on 
ike  Oh'ic. 

Wedkesday,  Gcider  31,  1753. 
I  was  comiTiisslontfd  and  appointed  by  the  Ken. 
.Robert 'Dinwiddle,  Esq.  go^'trnor,  «^c,.  of  Virginia, 
to  vi^it  and  deliver  a  leiter  to  the  Co.mmandunt  of 
the  Frtnc'.i  force!;-  on  the  Qhio,  and  bet  out  on  the 
intended  journey  the  same  day  ;  The  next,  I  arri- 
ved at  FrederickiLurgh,  and  engaged  Mr.  Jacob 
Vanbrain  to  be  my  i-rench  interpreter;  and  pro- 
ceeded with  him  to  Aiexandriu,  where  we  provi-K 
ed  necebsaries.  Frcn  thencs  we  went  to  \Vh:, 
Chester,  and  got  baggage,  horses,  <ic,  and  from 
thence  v/e  pursued  the  new  road  to  Wills  Creek, 
whcr«  we  arrived  the  14lh  of  November. 

Here  I  engaged  Mr.  Gitt  to  pilot  us  out,  and  al- 
so hired  four  tethers  as  servitors.  Darnaby  Currin 
and  Johii  Mac  (iuire,  Indi.in  traders,  Henry  Stew- 
ard and  VVi!Iia:Ti  Jenkins  ;  and,  in  company  with 
those  persons,  left  the  ii:haLitants  ihe  next  day» 

The  excessive  ruins  and  vast  quantity  of  snow 
v/hich  had  fallen,  prevented  our  reaching*  Mr.  Tra- 
iler's, an  Indian  trader  at  the  mouth  of  Turtle 
Creek,  on  Monongahela  river,  till  Th.ursday  the 
5.2d.  We  were  informed  here,  that  expresses  had, 
been  sent  a  fev/  days  before  to  the  traders  down., 
the  river,  to  ac'^utiiiit  them  with  the  1  r.TiCh  g*:nw 


jS.  Pj'iogrL'phlcal  Memoirs  (>f 

qraVs  death,  and  tlie  return  of  the  major  part  o;f# 
the  French  army  into  winter  quarters.  The  wa- 
ters were  quite  impassable,  without  swimming  our 
horses  ;  which  obliged  us  to  get  the  loan  of  a  ca- 
noe from  Frazier,  and  to  send  Barnaby  Currin,  and 
Henry  Stewart,  dowii  the  Monongahela,  with  oui- 
^^gg-ge,  to  meet  m  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  about 
ten  miles,  there  to  cross  the  Ahgany.* 

As  I  got  down  before  the  canoe,  I  spent  some- 
time in  viewing  the  rivers,  and  the  land  in  the 
Fork,  which  I  think  extremity  well  situated  for  a 
fort,  as  it  has  the  absolute  command  of  both  river:-:. 
The  land  at  the  point  is  20  or  25  feet  above  the 
common  surface  of  the  water  ;  and  a  considerable 
bottom  of  flat  well-timbered  land  all  around  it,  very 
convenient  for  building:  The  rivers  are  each  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  or  more,  acroi:?,  and  run  here 
very  near  at  right  angles ,  Aligany  bearing  N.  E. 
and  Monongaliela  S.  E.  The  form'er  of  these  tv;o 
h  a  \Qty  rapid  and  swift  running  water  ;  the  otl^Cj: 
deep  and  still,  without  any  perceptible  fall. 

About  two  miles  from  this,  on  the  South  r,a;:t 
tide  of  the  river,  at  the  place  where  the  Oaio  coni- 
pany  intended  to  erect  a  fort,  lives  Shiii-i%-,  kii!^;; 
of  the  D«lawares  :  We  called  iipun  h'rn  lo  in\  / 
liim  to  council  at  the  Loggs  Tovvn. 

As  I  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  notice  yesterdu 
of  tlie  situation  at  the  Forks,   my  cnriosiiv  ltd  n  : 
to  exam/me  this  more  particular]'/,  and  1  :     •  , 

'-"^  7^-  Oli-o  :;rc'  A!' Vanv  -re  the  : -  • 
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greatly  inferior,  either  for  defence  or  advantages, 
especially  the  latter :  Tor,  a  fort  at  the  Forkfc  would 
be  equally  well  situated  on  the  Ohio,  and  havetlie- 
entire  coaimand  of  the  Monongahela  ;  which  runs 
up  to  our  ^settlements,  and  is  extremely  well  de- 
signed for  water  carriage,  as  it  is  of  a  deep,  still  na- 
ture. Besides,  a  fort  at  th.e  Fork  might  be  buiit 
at  much  less  expense  than  at  the  other  place. 

Nature  has  well  contrived  this  lower  place  for 
tvater  defence  ;  but  the  hili  whereon  it  must  stand, 
being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  then 
descending  gradually  on  the  land  side,  will  render 
5t  diflixjult  and  Yury  expensive,  to  aiake  a  sufficient 
fortification  there.  The  whole  fiat  u|ion  the  hill 
mr.st  be  taken  in,  the  side  next  the  descent  made 
extremely  high,  or  els^  th«  hill  itself  cut  away  : 
Otherwise,  the  enemy  may  raise  batteries  witln'n 
that  distar.'ce  without  being  exposed  to  a  single 
shot  from  ihe  fort. 

Shingiss  attended  us  to  the  Loggs-town,  where 
we  arrrived  between  sun  setting  and  dark,  the  ioth 
day  after  I  left  Williamsburgh.  We  travelled  o- 
ver  some  extreme  good  and  bad  land,  to  get  to  thi§ 
plac?. 

As  soon  as  I  came  into  town,  I  went  to  ]\!ona-^ 
katoocha  (as  the  half-king  was  out  at  his  hiintin^ 
cabinOn  little  Beaver-Creek,  about  15  miles  olT) 
2>vA  informed  him  by  John  Davison,  my  Indian 
interpreter,  that  I  was  sent  a  messenger  to  the 
French  general  ;  and  was  ordered  to  call  upon  the 
Sachems  of  the  Six-2sations,to  acquaint  thcHQ  with 
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it.  I  n;avo  him  a  string  of  wampum,*  and  a  Iwi  ". 
of  tobacco,  and  df<>red  him  to  send  for  the  hulf- 
kinj;  ,  which  he  j)romi:ed  to  do  byarunner  in  llic 
mornino:,  and  for  other  Sachem?.  1  invited  liim 
and  the  other  great  men  present,  to  my  tenl. 
vvhc^e  they  stayed  about  an  hour  and  then'retii 
cd. 

According  to  tlTe  best  observations  I  could 
itiake,  Mr.  Giffs  new  settienrrent  (which  we  p:is. 
red  by)  bears  about  W.  N.  W.  70  miles  from 
Wills-Creek,  Sl)anapins,  or  the  Forks  N.  by  W. 
df  N.  N.  W.  about  50  miles  from  that  :  and  from 
thence  to  Loggs-town,  the  course  is  nearly  west  a- 
lout  18  or  20  miles  :  So  that  the  whole" distance, 
as  we  went  and  computed  it,  at  least  135  or  140 
iiiiles  from  our  l/ack  inhabitants. 

2oth.  Came  to  town  9  or  10  Frerichrrren  who 
had  deserted  from  a  company  at  the  Kuskaskas, 
'v\'hich  lies  at  the  nrouth  of  this  river,  I  got  the 
following  account  from  them.  They  were  sent 
from  New-CMeans  v/ith  100  men,  and  8  canoe 
loads  of  {>ro visions  to  this  place  ;  where  they  ex- 
pected to  have  met  the  sa,nf>e  number  of  men,  from 
the  forts  on  this  side  of  Lake  Erie,  to  convey  them 
and  tlie  stores  up,  who  were  not  arrived  whenthev 
run  off.  -^ 

I  enquired  into  the  situation  of  the  French,  m 
the  Mississippi,  their  number,  and  what  forts  they 
had   built.     They  iuformed  me,  that  there  were 

^v*    ^'  '''"•)  .^^/"^'i^"  MoBey;  also  s'ven  as  a  present 
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four  small  forts  between  New-Orleans  and  th^ 
Black  Islands,  garrisoned  with  about  30  or  4a 
men,  and  a  few  small  pieces  in  each  :  That  at 
New-Orleans,  which  is  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  there  are  35  companies  of  40  men 
each,  with  ^  pretty  strong  fort  mounting  8  car- 
riage guns ;  and  at  the  Biack  Inlands  there  are 
several  companies  and  a  fort  with  6  guns.  The 
Black  Islands  are  about  130  leagues  above  th^ 
^mouth  of  the  Ohio,  which  is  about  350  above 
New-Orleans.  They  also  acquainted  me,  that 
there  was  a  small  pailisadoed  fort  on  the  Ohio, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Obaish,  about  60  leagues 
from  the  Mississippi.  The  Obaish*  heads  near 
the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie,  and  affords  the  com- 
munication between  the  French  on  the  Missiiisippi 
and  thoi8  on  the  Lakes.  Thfese  deserters  came  up 
from  the  lower  Shannoah-town  with  one  Brown, 
pin  Indian  Trader,  and  were  going  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

About  3  o'clock  tliis  evening  the  half  king 
came  to  town.  I  went  up  and  invite^l  him  with 
Davidson,  privately,  to  my  tent ;  and  desired  him 
to  relate  some  of  the  particulars  of  his  journey  to 
the  French  commandant,  and  reception  there; 
also  to  give  me  an  account  of  the  ways  and  dis- 
tance. He  told  me  that  the  nearest  and  levellest 
v/ay  was  nov/  impassable,  by  reason  of  many  large 
jniry  savannas  ;  that  we  must  be  obliged  to  go  by 
Venango,  and  should  not  get  to  the  near  fort  un* 

Qv  Wabash^  v.;riti;en  b.>;  the  Frsnch,  Ouabact^^ 
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der  five  or  six  nights  sleep,  and  good  travclHiiig. 
When  he  went  to  the  fort,  he  said  he  was  receiv- 
ed in  a  very  stern  manner  by  the. late  commander; 
who  asked  him  very  abruptly,  what  he  had  came 
about,  and  to  declare  his  business :  which  he  said 
he  did  in  the  following  speech  . — 

"  Fathers,  I  am  come  to  tell  you  your  own 
Speeches ;  what  your  own  mouths  have  declared- 
Fathers,  you,  in  former  days,  set  a  silver  bason  be- 
fore us,  wherein  there  was  a  leg  of  a  beaver,  and 
desired  all  the  nations  to  come  and  eat  of  it  ;  to- 
eat  in  peace  and  plenty,  and  not  be  churlish  to  one 
another  :  And  that  if  any  such  person  should  be 
found  to  be  a  disturber,  I  here  lay  down  by  the 
edge  of  the  dish  a  rod,  which  you  must  scourge 
them  with  ;  and  if  I,  your  father,  should  get  fool- 
ish in  my  old  days,  I  desire  you  may  use  it  upon 
me  as  well  as  others. 

"  Now,  fathers,  it  is  you  who  are  the  disturber?^ 
in  this  land,  by  coming  and  building  your  town?  ; 
and  taking  it  away  unknown  to  us,  and  by  force. 

"  Fathers,  we  kindled  a  fire  a  long  time  ago, 
at  a  place  called  Montreal,  v/here  we  desired  you 
to  stay,  and  not  to  come  and  intrude  upcm  ouV 
land.  I  now  desire  that  you  may  dispatch  to  that 
place ;  for  be  it  known  to  you,  fathers,  that  this  is 
our  land,  and  not  yours. 

"  Fathers,  I  desire  you  may  hear  me  in  civilnee?  t 
if  not,  we  must  handle  that  rod  which  was  !ai*i 
down  for  the  use  of  the  ol'htreperous.  If  you  had 
come  in  a  r>en:eable  manner,  like  oyr  brothers  th^"; 
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•Engllsii,  uje  should  not  have  been  against  your 
trading  with  lis,  as  they  do ;  But,  to  ccvie,  Rithcrs, 
cud  imild  hrmes  vp^n  czir  I  a?:  J,  and  to  tale  it  by  force.^ 
zs  nuhcft  'U'e  cafifiot  suhmt  to. 

"  Fathers,  both  you  and  the  English  are  white, 
v/e  h*ve  in  a  country  between  •  therefore,  the  land 
belongs  to  neither  one  nor  the  other  :  But  the  great 
Being  above  allowed  it  to  be  a  place  of  residence 
for  uj;  ;  so  fathers  I  desire  you  to  withdraw,  as  I 
have  done  our  brothers  the  English  :  Fer  I  will 
keep  you  at  arnn's  length.  I  lay  this  dowai  as  a 
trial  for  both,  to  see  which  will  have  the  greatest 
regard  to  it,  and  that  side  we  will  stand  by,  and 
make  equal  shares  with  us.  Our  brotliers  the  En- 
glish have  heard  this,  and  I  come  now  to  tel!  it  to 
you  ;  for  I  am  not  afraid  to  discharge  vou  off  this 
land.'^ 

This  he  said  was  the  substance  of  what  he 
spoke  to  the  general,  who  made  this  reply  : 

"  Nov\',  my  child,  I  have  heard  your  speech  : 
You  spoke  first,  but  it  is  my  time  to  speak  now. 
Where  is  my  wampum  that  you  took  away,  with 
the  marks  of  towns  in  it  r  This  wampum  I  do  not 
know,  which  you  liave  diecharged  m.e  off  the  land 
with :  But  you  need  not  put  yourself  to  the  trou- 
ble of  speaking,  for  I  will  not  hear  you.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  flies,  or  musquetoes,  for  Indians  are  such 
as  those.  I  tell  you,  down  that  river  I  will  go, 
and  build  upon  it,  according  to  ity/  command.  If 
the  river  was  blocked  up,  I  have'  forces  suHicient 
Id  bar:^t  it  open,  and  tread  under  my  feet  all  th^t 
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.stand  in  opposition,  together  with  their  alliances 7- 
for  my  force  is  as  the  sand  upon  the  sea^shcre  s 
Therefore,  here  is  ycnr  wampum,  1  fling  it  at  yoa. 
Child  vou  talk  foolish  ;  you  say  this  land  belongs 
to  you,  but  there  is  not  the  black  of  my  nail  yours. 
I  saw  that  land  sooner  than  you  did,  before  the 
Shannoahs  and  you  were  at  war  :  Lead  was  the 
man  who  went  down  and  took  possession  of  that 
river  ;  It  is  my  land,  and  1  will  have  it,  let  who 
Aviil  stand  up  for  or  say  against  it.  I  will  buy  arid 
<iell  with  the  English  (mockingly.)  If  people  will 
be  ruled  by  me,  they  may  expect  kindness,  but  not 

The  half  king  told  me  he  had  enquired  of  the 
general  after  two  Engliiihnicn  u  ho  were  made  pris-- 
oners,  and  received  this  answer : 

"  Child,  you  think  it  a  very  great  hardsliip  tliat 
I  made  prisoners  of  those  two  people  at  Venango. 
Do  n^Dt  concern  yourself  wiHi  it  ;  We  took  and 
carried  them  to  Canada,  to  petihteUiger.ee  of  what 
the  English  were  doing  in  Virginia." 

He  informed  me  that  they  had  built  two  forts, 
one  on  Lake,  Erie,  and  another  on  Freiich^  Creek, 
near  a  small  lake  about  fifteen  miles  asu rider,  and 
a  large  v; aggon-road  between  :  '1  hey  are  both  af- 
ter the  fame  model,  but  difterent  in  size  ;  that  on 
the  lake  the  largest.  Re  gave  me  a  plan  of  them, 
of  his  own  drawing.  ^  r       i    • 

The  Indians  enquired  very  particular  after  their 
ibrothers  in  Carolina  gaol.  • 

They  also  asked  Vi'h^.t  sort  of  a  boy  it  was  \sm 
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was  taken  from  the  South  Branch;  fcr  they  \vei3e 
toid  by  some  Indians,  that  a  party  of  French  In- 
dians had  carried  a  white  boy  by  Kaskaska  Town, 
towards  tlie  lake. 

November  26,  1 753,  we  met  in  council,  at  the 
Lonf^  House,  at- about  9  o'clock,  where  I  spoke  to 
thern  as  follows  :— 

"  Brothers,  I  hav.e  railed  you  too^ether  in  coim. 
ciL  by  order  of  yor.r  brother,  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  acquaint  you,  that  1  am  sent,  with  ail 
possible  dispatch,  to  visit,  and  deliver  a  letter  to  the' 
French  commandant,  of  very  great  importance  ta 
your  brothers  the  English  ',  and  I  dare  say  to  yo-Oy 
their  friends  and  allies. 

"  I  was  desired,  brothers,  by  your  brother,  the 
governor,  to  call  upon  you,  the  sachems  of  the  na- 
tions, to  inform  you  of  it.  and  to  ask  your  advice 
and  assistance  to  -jroceed  the  nearest  and  best  road 
to  the  French.  You  see,  brothers,  I  have  gotten 
thus  far  on  my  journey. 

"  His  honour  likewise  desired  me  to  apply  to 
you  for  some  of  your  young  men,  to  conduct  aud 
provide  provisions  for  us  on  our  way  ;  and  be  a 
safeguard  ^.gainst  thoi^c-  French  hdirns  who  have  ta- 
ken up  the  hatchet  against  us.  I  have  spoke  this 
jiarticularly  to  you,  brothers,  because  his  honour, 
our  governor,  treats  you  as  good  friends  and  allies; 
and  hoiis  you  in  great  esteem.  To  confirm  what 
1  have  said,  1  give  this  string  of  wampum-" 

i";.fter  they  had  considered  for  some  time  on 
the  above  discourse,  tl:,e  h^\i  king  got  up  and 
bpoke  ; — . 
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"  Now  my  brotlier,  in  regard  to  what  my  bro- 
ther the  govtrnor  had  desired  me,  I  return  you  this 
answer. 

"  I  rely  upon  you  as  a  brother  ought  to  '!  -,  a's 
you  say  we  are  brothers  and  one  people.  We  ::  iiall 
put  heart  in  hand,  and  speak  to  our  fathers  iho 
French  concerning  the  speech  they  made  to  me ; 
and  you  may  depend  that  we  will  endeavour  to  bo 
your  guard. 

"  Brother,  as  you  have  asked  my  advice,  I  hope 
yau  will  be  ruled  by  it,  and  stay  till  T  can  provide 
a  com.pany  to  go  with  you.  The  French  speech 
belt  is  not  here.  I  have  it  to  go  for  to  my  hunt- 
ing cabin  .'likewise  the  people  whom  I  have  ot- 
dered  in  are  not  yet  come,  nor  cannot  till  the  third 
alight  from  this  ;  till  which  time,  brother,  I  must 
beg  you  to  stay. 

"  I  intend  to^send  the  guard  o(  Ali^fgos,  Shamioal^j 
and  Dt'Iaivarcs^  that  oiir  brothers  may  see  the  lo^^e 
and  loyalty  we  bear  them." 

As  1  had  orders  to  make  all  possible  dispatch, 
and  waiting  here  was  very  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
tion, I  thanked  him  in  the  most  suitable  manner  I 
could  ;  and  told  him  that  my  business  required  the 
greatest  expedition,  and  would  not  admit  of  dela)^. 
He  was  not  well  pleased  that  1  shculd  offer  to  go 
"before  the  time  he  had  appointed,  and  told  metliat 
he  could  not  consent  to  our  going  without  a  guard, 
for  fear  some  accident  s^hould  berali  irj,  and  draw  a 
reflection  upon  liim.  Besides,  says  he,  this  is  ji 
matter  of  no  small  moment,  and  must  not  be  enter- 
ed intr>  without  due  consideratipn  :  foYnow  I  intciiH 
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the  Shannoahs  and  Delawares  do  the  same.  And 
a<Jcordingi)r  he  gave  orders  to  the  king  Shingls?, 
who  was  present,  to  attend  on  Wednesday-  ni^ht 
with  the  wampum,  and  two  men  of  their  nation 
to  be  in  readiness  to  set  out  with  us  the  next  mor- 
ing.  As  I  found  it  impossible  to  get  oflf  without 
affronting -them  in  the  most  egregious  manner,  I 
consented  to  stay. 

I  gave  them  back  a  siring  of  wampum,  which 
I  met  with  at  Mr.  Frazier's,  and  which  they  sent 
with  a  speech  to  his  honour  the  governour,  to  in- 
form him,  that  three  nations  of  Frei^ch  Indians, 
viz.  Chinpoways,  Ottoways,  and  Orundaks,  had 
taken  ur)  the  hatchet  against  the  English  ;  and 
desired  them  to  repeat  it  over  again  :  but  this  they 
postponed  doirg  till  they  met  in  full  council  with 
the  Shannoah  and  Delaware  chiefs. 

'^Tth.  Runners  v/ere  dispatched  very  earlv  fo* 
the  .Shannoah  chiefs.  The  half  king  set  out  him- 
self to  fetch  the  French  speech  belt  from  his  hunt- 
ing cabin. 

28th.  He  returned  t];i.?  evening,  and  came 
with  Monokatoocha,  and  fwo  other  Sachems  ta 
my  tent;  and  begged  (as  they  had  comp'licd  with 
Ins  honour  the  governor's  request,  in  providing 
men,  k:.)  to  know  on  wliat  busiiiess  we  were  go- 
ing to  the  French  ?  This  was  a  question  I  all  a- 
long  expected,  and  had  provided  as  satisfactory  an- 
swers to,  as  I  cguid,  which  al'avcd  their  curiositv 
a  [ittle.  •     ' 

B  2 
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Mono!vatf)ndia  informed  me,  that  an  Indian 
from  Venango  brwiglit  news,  a  few  days  ago,  that 
the  French  had  called  all  thovMingoes,  Delaware's, 
<ic.  together  at  that  place  ;  and  told  them  that 
they  intended  to  liave  been  down  the  river  this 
fall,  but  the  waters  were  growing  cold,  and  the 
winter  advancing,  which  obi)^,ed  them  to  go  int5 
quarters  ;  but  that  tliey  might  »s^urcdly  expect 
them  in  the  spring,  with  a  far  greater  number; 
ttnd  de-irod  that  tliey  might,  be  quite  passive,  and 
iu>t  to  intermeddle,  unless  they  had  a  mind  to 
draw  all  their  force  upon  th'^in  :  for  that  they  e>:^ 
peeled  to  fight  the  English  three  }  ears  {^  they 
tupposcd  there  v/ould  be  f:ome  atteu^*ls  made  to 
stop  them)  in  whicli  time  they  should  conqtier  : 
but  that  if  they  should  prove  equally  strong,  they 
and  the  English  would  join  to  cat  them  all  oif, 
and  divide  the  land  between  i  •  tm  :  that  though 
thev  had  lost  their  general,  and  some  few  of  their 
soldiers,  yet  there  were  men  enough  to  reinforce 
them,  ar.d  make  them  masters  oi  tiie  Ohio. 

This  speech,  he  said,  was  dchvered  to  tiiem  by 
one  captain  Joncaire,  their  interpreter  in  Mnef,  Jiv- 
imr  at  Venango,  and  >i  man  of  noto  in  tViU  arioy. 

29th.  The  hali-king  and  Moi;.okatoocha  oamo 
ver)'  early  and  begged  me  to  stay  one  i}rdY  more; 
for/notw'ithstanding  they  had  usrcd  all  the  dili^ 
gence  in  their  power,  the  Shannoah  chiefs  had 
net  brought  tlie  wampum  they  had  ordered,  but 
would  certainly  be  in  this  night  ;  if  not,  they 
would  delay  me  no  longer,  but  would  send  it  ixU^ 
tox  US  as  i.con  as  they  airiredv''    When  I  irjxA 
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them  so  pressing  in  their  request,  and  knew  thai 
the  returninj;  of  wampum  was  the  abolis.hing  of 
agreements,  and  giving  tliis  up,  wa3  shaking  off 
all  depenience  upon  the  French,  I  consented  to 
stay,  as  I  believed  an  offence  oiTered  at  this  crifi^-, 
might  be  attended  w  itb  greater  iil  consequciice  thrm 
another  day's  deby.  Th^y  also  informed  ine 
that  Shii"!gibs  could  not  get  in  his  men }  and  was 
prevented  from  coming  himself  by  his  wife's  sick- 
r;es>,  (I  believe,  by  fear  of  the  Trench^  but  that  the 
^^  ampum  of  that^  nation  vvas  lodged  with  Kusta- 
]  jga,  one  of  the'r  chiefs,  at  Venango. 

In  the  evening  lute,  they  came  again  and  ac- 
aainted  me  that  the  Shannoali  were  not  yet  ar- 
--  ed,  but  Mat  it  shoald  not  retard  the  prosecution 
ui  our  journey.  lie  delivered  in  my  hearing,  the 
speeches  that  v/ere  to  be  made  to  the  Frencii  by 
'JesKakake,  one  of  their  old  chiefs,  wliich  was  p^iv- 
i:;g  up  the  belt  the  bite  com  nandant  had  a^ked 
for,  and  repeating  near  the  came  speech  he  himself 
bad  done  before. 

Ke  also  ddivered  a  string  of  wampum  to  this 
chief  who  was  sent  by  king  Shingiss,  to  be  given 
to  Kustiiloga,  vv  ith  orders  to  repair  to  the  French, 
and  deliver  up  the  wampum. 

He  likewise  gave  a  very  large  string  of  black 
and  white  wampum,  which  was  to  be  sent  up  im- 
mediately to  the  Six  Nations,  if  the  French  refus- 
ed to  q'lit  the  land  at  this  warnijig;  v/hich  was 
the  third  time,  and  was  the  right  of  this  Jaskakake 
to  deliver, 
ptji',    X^ift  r.ig!it  thB  <^T^\  men  as^sen^icd  ut 
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their  council  house,  to  consult  further  ahont  tins 
journey,  and  who  were  to  go:  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  only  three  of  tiieir  chiefs,  with  one  of 
their  best  hunters,  should  be  our  convoy.  The 
reason  they  gave  for  not  sending  more,  after  what 
had  been  proposc<i  at  council  the  2Gth,  was  that  a 
greater  number  mights  give  the  French  suspicions 
of  some  bad  design,  and  cause  them  to  be  treated 
rudely :  but  1  rather  think  they  could  not  get  their 
hunters  in. 

We  set  out  about  9  o'clock  with  the  half  king 
Jeskalvake,  White  Thunder,  and  the  Hunter ;  and 
travelled  on  the  road  to  Venan^;;©,  where  we  ar- 
rived the  4th  of  December,  without  any  thing  re- 
markable happening,  btU  u  continued  series  of  bad 
weather. 

This  is  an  old  Indian  town,  fntnated  ?t  the 
rnouth  of  French-Creek  on  Ohio;  and  lies  near  N. 
about  sixty  miles  from  the  Loggs-town,  but  more 
than  seventy  the  way  wg  were  obliged  tQ-go. 

We  found  the  French  colours  hoisted  at  a  house 
from  which  we  had  driven  Mr.  John  Frazier,  an 
En^>-iish  subject.  I  immediately  repaired  to  it,  to 
know  wl\ere  the  commander  resided^  There  were 
three  officers,  one  of  whom.  Captain  Joncaire,  in- 
i^)rmed  me  that  he  had  the  command  of  the  Ohio  : 
but  that  there  was  a  general- officer  at  tl^e  near  fort, 
where  he  advised  me  to  apply  for  an  answer.  He 
invited  us  to  sup  with  them  ;  and  treated  us  with 
the  greatest  complaisance. 

The  wine,  as  they  dozed  themselves  pretty  plen- 
f'fujly  ^yIth  it,  sb'cfn  baniyliod  the  restraint  whicli 
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at  first  appeared  in  their  conversation  ;  and  gave  a 
license  io  thoir  tongues  to  reveal  their  sentiments 
BToni  freeiy. 

Thx^y  told  me,  that  it  was  their  dx^olute  design 
to  tak-  possession  of  the  Ohio,  and  by  G**  they 
would  do  it  ;  for  that  aithoagh  they  were  sensible 
the  English  couid  raise  two  men  for   their   one  ; 
vet  they  knew,  their  motions  were  too  slov/  and^ 
dilatory    to    prevent  any    undertaking  of   their?.' 
They  pretend  to  have  an  undoubted  right  to  thq 
river  frora  a  discovery  made  by  one  La  Solle,  sixty 
years  a^;o  ;  and  the  rise  of  this  expedition  is,  to 
prevent  our  settling  on  the  river  or  waters  of  it,  ^^ 
they  had  heard  of  soine  families  moving  out  in  or- 
der  thereto.     From  the  best  intellige'nce  I  coull 
get,  there  have  been  -500  -len  on  this  side  Onta- 
no  Lai(€  ;    but  '.x^y^n  the  death  of  the  general,  ajl 
v/ere.  recalled  to  about  six  or  seven  hi;ndred,  who 
were  tefl  to  garrison  four  forts,  one  hundre<]  and  fif- 
ty or  thereabouts  in  each.     The  first  of  them  is  on 
Freiich-Creek,  near  a  small  Lake,  about  sixtv  miles 
from  Venango,  near  N.  N.  W.     Tlie  next'lies  gn 
Lake-i:.rie,  where  the. greater  part  of  their  stores 
arc  kept,  about  iifteen  miles  from  the  othcx.     From 
this  It  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  tothec-ir, 
rymg  pace,  at  the  foils  of  L:>ke  Erie,  where  there 
IS  a  small  fort  ;  which  tliey  lodge  their  good?  at, 
m  bringing  them  from  Montreal,  the  ylace  whence 
aa  their  stores  come  from.     Tbe  ixcxt  fori  lies  a- 
bout   twenty    miles   from    this,  on  Ontarlo-I^ike. 
between  this  furt  and   Montreal  there  are  three 
ethers,  the  llrst  of  which  k  ncarlr  opi)^ito  to  the 
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English  fort  of  Oswego.  From  the  fort  on  Lake 
Erie  to  Vfontreal,  is  about  six  h-Gndrcd  miles, 
which  they  say  requires  no  more,  if  gorwi  weather* 
than  four  weeks'  voyage,  if  they  go  in  barks  or 
large  veseels,  so  th«y  may  cross  tb.e  lake  :  but  if 
the^y  come  in  canoes  it  will  require  five  or  six 
Veeks,  for  they  are  obliged  to  ke€p  under  tlie. 
^hore. 

5th.  Rained  excessit^ely  all  diu-,  which  pre- 
vented our  travelling.  Captain  Joncaire  sent  fot- 
the  half-king,  as  he  had  but  just  heard  that  he 
came  vvitli  me  :  h«  affected  to  be  much  concerned 
that  I  did  not  make  free  to  being  them  in  before. 
I  excused  it  in  the  best  manner  I  was  capable,  and 
told  him,  I  did  not  think  their  company  agreeable, 
as  1  had  heard  him  say  a  good  deal  in  dispraise  of 
Indians  in  general.  But  another  motive  prevent- 
ed me  from  bringing  them  into  his  company  :  I 
knew  he  was  interpreter,  and  a  person  of  very 
g;reat  influence  among  the  Indians,  and  had  lately 
'used  all  jiossible  means  to  draw  them  over  to  their 
interest ;  therefore  I  was  desirous  of  giving  no  o\^ 
"port unity  that  could  be  avoided. 

When  they  came  in,  there  was  great  pleasure 
expressed  at'  seeing  them.  He  Vv'ondered  how 
they  Gould  be  so  near  without  coming  to  visit 
him;  m.ade  several  trifiing  presents;  and  applied 
liquor  so  fust,  that  they  were  soon  rendered  inca- 
!'pab!e  of  the  b  'it. ess  \\\ev  come  about,  nutwith^ 
standing  'be  cairion  - 'hich  was  given. 

6th.  The  hah  i.ing  '^^.me  to  my  tejit,  quite  so- 
ber, and  Insisted  very  m\*ch  that  I  shoukl  btay^nd 
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hear  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  French.  J  fain 
would  have  prevented  his  speaking  any  thing,  till 
he  came  to  the  commandant ;  but  could  not  pre- 
vail. He  told  me,  that  at  this  place  a  council 
fire  was  kindled,  where  all  their  business  v/ith 
those  people  was  to  be  transacted  :  and  that  the 
management  of  the  Indian  affairs  was  left  solely 
to  Mons.  Joncai'se.  As  I  was  de.-.irousof  knov.ing 
the  issue  of  this,  I  agreed  to  stay  :  but  sent  our 
lioYses  a  little  ways  up  French  Creek,  to  raft  over 
and  encamp :  v/hich  I  knew  wouW  make  it  near 
night. 

About  ten  o'cic-ck  they  m^  in  council.  The 
king  spoke  much  the  same  as  hf  had  before  doi^€ 
tot'ie  general  ;  and  ofTered  the  French  speech  belt 
which  had  before  been  demanded  with  th«  marks 
of  four  towns  on  it,  which  Mons.  Joncaire  refused 
to  receive;  but  desired  him  tD  carry  it  to  the  fort 
to  the  cojnmo.nder. 

7th.  Mons.  La  Force,  commissary  of  ths 
French  stores,  and  three  other  soldiers,  came  over 
to  acoorapany  us  up.  We  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  get  the  Indians  off  to-day,  as  every 
stratagem  lial  been  used  to  prevent  their  going 
up  vvrtli  mc.  •  had  last  nijrht  left  John  Davidson 
(tha  Indian  Interpreter)  whom  I  had  brought  with 
me  from  town,  and  strictly  charged  him  not  to 
be  out  of  their  company,  as  I  could  not  get  them 
over  to  my  tent:  for  they  had  some  business  with 
Kustaloga,  chiefly  to  know  the  reason  why  he 
did  not  deliver  op  the  French  belt  which  he  had 
ill  keepiirg  :  b^t  I  wae' obliged  to  send  Mr.  QJai 
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over  to  day  to  fetch  them ;  which  he  did  with 
great  persnasion. 

At  twelve  o'clock  we  set  out  U^v  the  fort,  and 
were  prevented  from  arriving  there  till  the  1  Itb, 
by  excessive  rain?,  snows,  and  -bad  travelling;, 
thrci3p;h  many  mires  r»nd  swamps.  These  we 
were  obliged  to  pa^s,  to  avoid  crossing  the  creek, 
which  was  inf^po?sibIe  either  by  fording  or  rafting, 
the  water  was  so  high  and  rapid. 

We  passed  over  much  good  land  since  we  left 
Venango,  and  through  several  extensive  and  v(^ry 
rich  meadows  ;  one  of  which,  I  believe,  was  near 
four  miles  in  length,  and  considerably  wide  in  some 
places. 

Itith.  - 1  prepared  early  to  wait  upon  the  com- 
mander, and  was  received  and  conducted  to  him 
by  the  second  officer  in  command.  I  acquainted 
him  with  my  business,  and  offered  my  commi?sion 
and  letter  :  both  of  which  he  desired  me  to  keep 
till  the  arrival  of  Mons.  Kaparti,  captain,  at  the 
next  fort,  who  was  sent  for,  and  expected  tY^xy 
hour. 

This  commander  is  a  knight  of  the  military  or- 
der of  St.  Lewis,  and  named  Legardeur  de  St 
Pierre.  He  is  an  elderly  gentleman,  and  has  much 
the  air  of  a  soldier.  Ho  wa  sent  over  to  take  the 
command,  immediately  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
general,  and  arrived  here  but  about  seven  days  be- 
fore m.e. 

At  two  o'clock  the  gentleman  who  was  sent 
for  arrived,  when  1  offered  the  iett^T,  &c.  again  ; 
which  they  receivfed„  adjour!\t\i  into  a  ]_)rivate   a-, 


partmcnl  fir  the  captain  to  translate,  who  under- 
stool  a  little  Enc;!!sh.  After  he  ha'I  done  it,  the 
commander  desired  I  v/ould  wivlk  in,  and  brin^ 
my  interpreter  to  peiuse  and  correct  It  ;  which  I 
did. 

1 3tn.  The  chief  oOicers  retired,  to  hrdd  a  coun- 
cil of  war  ;  which  ^ave  me  an  opportvmlty  of  ta- 
king the  dimensions  of  the  fort,  and  miking  what 
observations  I  could. 

It  is  situated  on  the  south,  or  we'^t  fork  of  French 
creek,  near  the  water  ;  and  is  almost  surrounded 
"bv  the  creek,  and  a  snaall  branch  of  it  which  forms 
a  kind  of  island.  Four  houses  compoFo  the  sides. 
The  bastions  arc  made  of  piles  driven  into  the 
ground,  standing  more  than  tvvelve  feet  above  it, 
and  sharp  at  the  top  ;  with  port  holes  cut  for  can- 
non, and  loop  lioles  for  the  small  arm.s  to  fire 
through.  There  are  eight  6  lb.  pieces  mounted  in 
each  bastion  ;  and  one  piece  of  four  ponrds  before 
the  gate.  In  the  ba.stion£  are  a  guard- house,  chap- 
el, doctor's  lodging,  and  the  commander's  private 
store ;  round  which  are  laid  platforms  for  the  can- 
non and  m-en  to  stand  on.  There  are  several  bar- 
racks v/ithout  the  fort  for  the  sold"ers'  dwdlii^jr  ■ 
covered,  some  with  bark,  and  some  with  boards, 
made  chieRy  of  bgs.  There  are  also  several  othfr 
houses,  such  ss  stable*,  smith's  shop,  ^^c. 

I  could  get  no  certain  account  of  the  ruraorr 
of  men  h^re  ;  bat  according  to  the  best  judgment 
I  could  form,  ther«  are  an  hundred  exclusive  of 
olViccrs,  of  which  there  are  many.  I  also  gave 
orders  to  tlie  people  wlio  were  with  me.  to  take 
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fvn  exact  account  of  tlie  canoes  which  v^ere  haul- 
ed  up  to  convey  their  forces  down  in  the  spring. 
This  thf-y  (li.l,arid  old  fifty  of  birch  bark,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy  of  pine  ;  besides  nnany 
others  which   were  blocked  out,   in  readiness  to 

xnake.  , 

14th.  As  the  snow  encreased  very  fast,  ana 
our  horses  daily  became  weaker,  I  sent  them  off 
nrdoaded,  under  the  care  of  Barnaby  Currm,  and 
two  others,  to  make  all  convenient  dispatch  to 
A'enango,  and  there  to  wait  our  arrival,  if  there 
was  a  jirospect  of  tlie  river's  freezing ;  if  not, 
then  to  continue  down  to  Shannapin's  town,  at 
the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  and  there  to  wait  till  we 
came  to  cross  Aligany ;  intending  myself  to  go 
down  by  water,  as  I  had  the  offer  of  a  canoe  or 

two.  J     , 

As  T  found  many  plots  concerted  to  retard  the 

Indians'    business,   and    prevent    their    returning 

with  me  ;  I  endeavoured  all  that  lay  in  my  pow- 

(3r   to   frustrate  their  schemes  and  hurry  them  on 

to  execute  their  intended  design.     They  accord- 

iugly  pressed  for  admittance  this  evening,  vvhich 

at  length  was  granted  them,  privately,  with  the 

commander  and  one  or  two  other  otficers.     The 

half-king  told  me,  that  he  ofTercd  wampum  to  the 

commander,    who   evaded   taking   it,  and  made 

many  fair  promises  of  love  and  friendship  ;  said  he 

wanted  to  live  in  peace,  and  trade  amicably  with 

them,  as  a  proof  of   which  he  would  send   some 

goods  immediately  down  to  the   Loggs  town,  for 

them.     But  I  rather  think  the  detngn  of  that   is 
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to  bring  away  all  our  straggling  traders  they  meet 
with,  as  I  privately  understood  they  intended  to 
carry  an  olTicer,  &c.  with  them.  And  what  ra- 
ther confirms  this  opinion,  I  was  enquired  of 
the  commander,  by  what  authority  he  had  madef 
prisoners  of  several  of  out  English  subjects,  lie 
told  me  that  the  country,  belonging  to  them,  no 
Engiishraan  had  a  right  to  trade  upon  those  wa- 
ters ;  and  that  he  had  orders  to  m.ake  every  one' 
prisoner  who  attempted  it  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  wa- 
ters of  it. 

I  enquired  of  captain  Riparti  about  the  boy 
who  was  carried  by  this  place,  as  it  was  done 
while  the  comma)id  devolved  upon  him  between 
the  death  of  the  late  general  and  the  arrival  of  the 
present.  He  acknowledged  that  a  boy  had  been 
carried  past  ;  and  that  the  Indians  had  two  or 
three  white  men's  scalps,  (I  was  told  by  some  of 
the  Indians  at  Venango  eight*)  but  pretended  to 
have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  place  which  the 
boy  came  from,  and  all  the  particular  facts,  though 
he  had  questioned  him  for  some  hours,  as  they 
were  carrying  him  past.  I  likewise  enquired 
what  they  had  done  with  John  Trotter  and  James 
Mac  Clocklin,  two  Pennsylvania  traders,  whom 
they  had  taken,  with  all  their  goods.  They  told 
me  they  had  heen  sent  to  Canada,  but  were  now 
refturned  home. 

This  evening  I  r(*'ceived  an  answer  to  liis  honor 
the  governor's  letter,  from  the  commandant. 

15th.  The  commandant  ordered  a  plentiful 
store  of  liquor,  provision,  &o.  to  be  put  on  bo^rd 
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our  canoo ;,  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  c,om- 
piaiiant,  ihou^-li  he  wr^.s  exerting  every  artifice 
which  he  could  invent  to  bet  oar  own  Indians  at 
variu.nce  with  lis,  to  })revent  their  going  until  af- 
ter our  departure.  Presents,  ri$wards,  and  every 
thing  which  could  be  suggested  by  him  or  his  of. 
ficeio.  I  cannot  say  that  ever  in  my  life  J  sufTtr- 
cd  so  much  anxiety  as  1  did  in  this  affair  :  I  saw- 
that  every  ijtratagcm  v/hich  the  most  fruitful  brain 
could  invent,  was  practised,  to  win  the  half  king 
to  their  interest  ;  and  that  leaving  him  here  was 
giving  them  the  opportunity  they  aimed  at.  I 
went  to  the  haii-king  and  pressed  him  in  the  strong- 
est ternvs  to  go  :  lie  told  mo  the  commandant 
would  not  discharge  him  tUl  the  morning.  ^  I 
then  went  to  the  conynandant,  and  desired  him 
to  do  iheir  business  ;  and  complained  of  ill  treat- 
itient :  For  keeping  them,  as  they  were  part  of  my 
company,  was  detaining  me.  This  he  promised 
not  to  do,  but  to  forward  my  journey  as  much  as 
he  could.  He  pra:e;sted  he  did  not  keep  them, 
but  was  ignorant  of  the  cause  oi  tlieir  stay  ;  though 
I  soon  fou2id  it  out— lie  had  promised  them  a  pre- 
sent of  guns,  &c.  if  they  would  w'^it  till  the  morn-, 
ing.  As  I  was  very  much  pressed  by  the  Indians 
to  wait  this  d^y  for  them,  I  consented,  on  a  promise 
that  nothing  should  hinder  them  in  the  morning. 

lOth.  The  French  were  not  slack  in  their  in- 
yoiitions  to  keep  the  Indians  this  day  also  ;  But 
as  they  were  obligated,  according  to  promise,  to 
give  tlie  present,  they  then  endeavoured  to  try  the 
power  oi   liquor;    which  1  doubt  not  would  have 
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prevalled  at  any  other  time  than  this:  but  I  urged 
and  insisted  with  the  king  so  closely  upon  his 
word,  that  he  refrained,  and  set  ofT  with  us  as  he 
had  engaged. 

We  had  a  tedious  and  very  fatiguing  passage; 
down  the  creek.  Several  tinnes  we  had  like  to 
have  been  staved  against  the  rocks ;  and  many 
times  w^re  obliged  all  hands  to  get  out  and  re- 
main in  the  water  half  an  hour  or  more,  getting 
over  the  shoals.  \{  one  place  the  ice  had  lodged 
and  made  it  impassable  by  water  ;  therefore  w;? 
^vere  obliged  to  carry  our  canoe  across  a  rjeck  o? 
land,  a  quarter  of  mile  over.  We  did  not  reach  Ve- 
T>anga  till  the  22d,  where  we  met  with  our  hdr- 
s-es. 

Tb-1;  creek  is  extremely  crooked.  T  da^o  ray 
the  distance  between  the  fort  and  Venango  c'-!.n- 
not  be  less  than  130  miles  to  follow  tlie  mean- 
ders. 

28d.  When  T  got  things  T^:iAy  to  sot  ofT,  I 
rent  for  the  half-king,  to  know  whether  he  intrr.v 
ded  to  go  with  us,  or  by  water.  He  told  me  that 
^White  Thunder  had  hurt  himself  m.uch,  and  v/a^; 
sick  and  unable  to  walk  ;  therefore  he  was  obliged 
to  carry  him  down  in  a  canoe.  As  I  found  he  iii- 
tf-nded  to  stay  here  a  day  or  two,  and  knew  that 
Monsieur  Joncaire  would  employ  every  scheme  to 
?et  him  ag-ainst  the  English  as  he  had  l>ef>redone. 
I  told  him  I  hoped  he  would  be  guarded  against 
his  flattery,  and  let  no  i^me  speeches  influence  him 
in  their  favour.  He  desired  I  might  not  be  con- 
cerned, for  he  ki:c\v  the  French  toov/elViJw  any 
C  1 
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thing  to  engage  liim  in  their  behalf;  and-  though 
lie  could  not  go  down  with  us,  he  yet  would  en- 
•  deavQiir  to  meet  at  the  forks  with  Joseph  Camp- 
hell,  to  deliver  a  speech  for  me  to  carry  to  his  lion- 
nor  the  Governor.  He  told  me  he  would  order 
the  young  hunter  to  attend  us,  and  get  provision, 
&c.  if  wanted. 

Our  horses  were  now  so  weak  and  feeble,  and 
the  baggage  so  heavy  (as  we  were  obliged  to  pro- 
vide all  the  necesf^uries  which  the  journey  would 
require)  that  we  doubtel  mhoh    their  performing 
it  :    Tlicrefore  myself  and  others  (except  the  driv* 
rri    who  were  obliged  to  ride)  gave  up  our  horses 
for  packs,  to  assist  aloug  with    the  baggage.     I 
jjut  myself  in  an  Indian  walking  dress,  ^^^d  con- 
tinued with  them  tliree  days,  till  I  fountj   there 
was  no  probability  of  their  getting  liome  in  any 
reasonable  time.     The  horses  grew  less  able  to  tra  v- 
el  every  <idLy  ;    the  cold  encreased  very  fast  ;    and 
the  roads  were  becoming  much  worse  by   a  deep 
sna»v,  continually  freezing  ;    Therefore,  as  I  was 
uneasy  to  get  back,  to  make  report  of  my  proceed- 
ings to  his  honour  the  governor,  I  determined    to  , 
prosecute  my  journey  the  nearest  way  thiough  the 
woods,  on  foot. 

Accordingly  I  left  Mr.  Vanbram  in  charge  of  our 
baggage  ;    with  money  and  directions  to  provide 
uecessaries  from  place  to  place  for  themselves  and  , 
horses,  and  to  make  the  most  convenient  dispatch 
in  travelling. 

I  took  my  necessary   papers  ;    pulled   off  my 
dath'os  \  and  tied  ii^vscU"  up  in  a  jxiatch  coat,-^ 
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Then  with  gun  in  l:iand,  and  pack  at  my  back,  in 
which  were  my  papers,  and  provisions,  I  set  Out 
with  Mr.  Gist,  fitted  in  the  same  n.ariner,  on  Wed- 
nesday tlie  26th.     The  day  following,  just   after 
we  had  passed  a  place  called  the  Murc'cring;  Town, 
(where  we  intended  to  quit  che  path,  and  steer  a- 
crosb  the  country  for  Shannapins    I  own)    we   fell 
in  with  a  party  of  FreLch  Indians,  \\  ho  had  laid 
in  wait  for  us.     One  of  them  fired  at  Mr.  Gist  or 
me,  not  15  steps  off.  hut  fortunately  missed.     AVe 
took  this  fellow  in.to  custody,  and  kept  him  until 
about  9  o'clock  at  night  :    Then    let  him  go.  and 
walked  all  llie  remainder  of  the  night  without  ma- 
king any  step  •,  that  we  might  get  the  start  so  far, 
as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pursuit  next  day, 
since  we  wtre  aeli  assured  they  wofuld  foiiow  oar 
track  as  soon  as  it   was  light.     The  next  day  we 
continued  travelling  till  quite  dark,  and  got  to  the 
river  about  2  miicc  above  Shani.apins.     We   ex- 
pected to  have  found  the  river  trozen,  bat   it    was; 
2iot,  only  about  50  yards  from  eacli  shore:  The  ice 
I  supi^ose  had  broken  above,  for  it  was  driving  in 
vast  quantities. 

There  was  no  way  for  getting  over  but  on  a 
raft ;  which  we  set  about,  but  with  one  poor  hatch- 
et, and  finished  juct  after  sun  setting.  This  was 
a  whole  day's  u  ork  ;  We  next  got  it  launched, 
and  went  on  board  of  it  ;  Then  set  off.  But  be- 
fore vs  e  were  h:^f  Vvay  over,  v/e  were  jammed  io 
the  ice,  in  such  a  manner  that  v.e  expected  every 
monent  our  rrll  to  sink,  and  ourselves  to  peris^, 
I  p'jt  out  jnv  set^;ig  pole  to  itop  the  raft,  that  tht 
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ce  might  pa'^s  by  ;  when  the  rapidftv  of  th; 
strcum  threw  it  willi  so  inuch  violence  aj^air.st  th*^ 
pole,  thut  it  jirked  me  out  into  ten  feet  water 
But  I  fortunately  saved  myself  by  catchin^i;  hold 
of  one  of  Mie  raft  logs.  Notwithstanding  all  our 
efforts,  wc  could  not  get  to  eith<ir  shore;  but  were 
ohN-^re  1  s  v,e  were  near  an  island,  to  quit  our  raft 
and  make  to  it. 

Ti',-  cold  was  so  extremely  set^ere,  that  Mr. 
Gist  had  all  his  finorers,  and  'ome  of  his  toes  fro- 
zen ;  and  the  water  shut  up  -o  hard,  that  we  found 
rio  difficulty  in  o;ettino-  off  the  island,  on  the  ice, 
in  the  morning ;  and  went  to  Mr.  Frazier's,  We' 
Jiiet  here  with  tventy  warriors  who  were  going  to 
the  southv^ard  to  war  :  Bat  coming  to  a  place  up- 
on  the  head  of  the  great  Kunnaway,  where  they 
foii'id  sevcii  !)eof>i.e  killed  and  scalped  (all  but  one' 
woman  with  xr^vy  light  hair)  they  turned  aboiil: 
and  ran  back  for  fear  the  inhabitants  should  rise 
aid  take  them  as  the  authors  of  the  murder.  Thr^r 
report  that  the  bodie?  were  lying  about  the  ho  user 
and  some  of  them  much  torn  and  eaten  by  the' 
hogs  ;  By  the  marks  which  were  left,  they  say 
they  were  French  Indians  of  the  Ottoway  natidil, 
&c,  who  did  it. 

As  we  intended  to  take  horses  here,  and  it  re- 
quire<l  some  time  to  find  them,  I  went  up  jibout; 
three  mile-j  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yaugliyauoh^i^ane 
t^)  visit  (i'.ieen  Al'iqnippa,  wlia  had  ex  pressed  great 
Qonceru  that  we  passed  her  in  go,ing  to  the  fort. 
I  made  her  a  present  o^  a  match  ooat  and  a  bottlo 
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of  riira,  which  Utter  was  thouglit  much  the  lest 
3)reseiit  of  the  two. 

'•  Tae^dav  the  Ist  day  of  January,  we  left  Mr. 
Frazier's  kouie,  and  urrlv&d  at  >-->.  G\Ji\  at  Mo- 
jiongahela  the  'iJ,  wkere  I  bmight  a  l.orse,  SiiJdle, 
<&o.  •'  he  Cth  v/e  met  17  liori^t^  loaded  with  ma~ 
terials  and  stores  for  a  fort  at  the  forks  of  Ohio, 
and  the  day  after  some  families  going  out  to  settle  : 
This  day  we  arrived  at  Wills-Creek,  after  a  lati- 
guing  a  journey  as  it  is  possibly  to  conceive,  ren- 
dered so  by  excessive  bad  weather.  From  the 
first  day  cf  December  to  the  15th,  there  was  bat 
one  day  in  w  liioii  it  did  not  rali!  or  snow  incess- 
a.nt!y  ;  and  throughout  the  whole  journey  w-  met 
vith  nothing  but  one  continued  series  oi  ooid 
v-et  weather,  which  occasioned  ""ery  uncomforta- 
fele  Lodgings;  especially  after  v^e  had  quitted  our 
•te;it,  vvliich  was  t.ome  screen  from  the  inclemency 

of  It. 

On  the  1  ith  T  got  to  Eelvolr ;  where  I  stopped 
one  day  to  take  ntcestary  rest ;  and  then  set  out, 
^.nd  arrived  in  Williamsburgh  the  16xh  ;  when  I 
waited  on  his  lionour  the  governor  v.  ith  the  klter 
1  had  brought  I'rom  the  French  commandj.nt ;  and 
to  give  an  account  of  the  iacce^s  of  niy  proceedings. 
This  1  beg  lea\e  to  do  by  olTcring  the  foregoing 
narrative,  as  it  contains  the  most  remarkable  oc* 
currenoes  which  happened  in  my  journey. 

1  hope  what  has  been  said  v,  ill  be  sutiic  ent  to 
make  your  honour  satisfied  with  my  conduct ;  for 
that  was  my  aim  in  undertaking  the  jouriKy,  and 
chief  stud/  throuji-liout  the  Dx-osccuticn  of  it. 
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With  tiic  liope  of  doing  it,  I,  v,lth  infinite 
pleasure,  bobtcnbe  myself, 

Yuiir  liorior's  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  servant, 

G.   WASHINGTON. 

On  his  return  froin  this  perilous  embassy,  with 
Mens,  de  St.  Pierre's  answer^  and  hil^good  succes? 
m  the  Indian  negociations,  major  Washington  was 
complimented  with  the  thanks  and  a{)probation 
of  his  country.  His  journal  does  great  credit  to 
his  industry,  attention,  and  judgment ;  and  it  has 
since  uroved  of  infinite  service  to  those  who  have 
been  doomed  to  traverse  the  same  inhospitable 
tracts. 

Governor  Dinwiddie*s  letter  to  the  French  com-' 
mandant,  and  M.  de  St.  Pierre's  answer  have  h^cn 
published  in  several  periodical  v/orks,  both  in  A- 
inerici  and  in  Britain,  The  governor's  letter  sta« 
ted,  that  he  had  heard  with  surprise  and  ct)ncern, 
tlia-  the  French  were  erecting  fortresses  and  iTjtik- 
ing  ^'f'tlements  on  the  lands  upon  the  river  Ohio, 
v/hi'.;i).  are  the  property  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  inconsequence  of  which,  he  is  induced 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  to  send  the  bearer,  G. 
Washington,  Esq.;  one  of  , the  adjutants  general 
of  the  forces  of  Virginia,  to' complain  of  the  en- 
croachments made  in  vio  ation  of  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  crowns,  requestfng  by 
whose  authority  he  had  marched  from  Canada 
with  an  armed  force  to  invade  the  British  territo- 
.rles,  and  that  the  French  forces  depart  peaceably. 
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\vithout  prosecuting  a  purpose  so  iiiterruptive  to 
the  hjirmony  which  his  majesty  is  so  desirous  to 
contiane  and  cultivate  with  the  most  Christian 
King.  Also,  that  major  \Vashington  might  be 
entercained  with  the  politeness  due  to  his  rank. 
The  French  commandants  answer  only  stated, 
that  he  would  transmit  the  governor's  letter  to 
Canada,  to  his  general  the  marquis  du  (iuesne,  by 
whose  answer  he  would  be  guided  ;  that  he  was 
upon  French  ground,  by  the  orders  of  his  genvVal, 
consequently  that  he  could  not  obey  the  summons 
of  the  governor;  and  that  he  had  made  it  his  par- 
ticular care  to  reoeive  Mr.  Washington  with  the 
distinction  suitable  to  his  dignity. 

In  1754,  the  designs  of  the  French  becoming 
more  manifest,  and  their  movemeius  more  daring, 
orders  were  issued  by  adminstration  for  the  colo- 
nies to  arm  and  unite  in  one  coniederacy.  The 
assemi)ly  of  Virginia  took  the  lead,  by  voting  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  public  service,  and  raising  a 
regiment  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
colony.  Of  this  corp?,  Mr- Fry,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  college,  was  appoinled  colonel,  and 
major  Washington  received  t'r.e  commission  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  13ut  colonel  Fry  died  v^ithout 
ytvev  having  joined  ;  and  of  course  left  hisregin^ent 
to  the  second  in  command,  tie  begun  his  march 
on  the  second  of  April,  from  Alexandria,  having 
under  his  command  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
His  orders  were  to  march  towards  the  Ohio,  tre 
to  assist  captain  Trent  to  built  forts,  and  defend 
the  possesions  of  his  majesty  against  the  attempts 
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and  host i.litip.s  of  the  French.  Dnrhio-  hh  niarcb 
tie,  was  joined  bv  a  ^nnrJ!  detaclvrnent  under  com- 
xnarid  of  captain  Steplien?,  and  when  he  had  pro- 
ce«-lf.d  as  far  as  Wiiis-Creek,  he  received  intelli- 
ge.-.cf  that  captain  Trent  had  been  obh'ged  to  sur- 
render the  fort  v/hic'i  ho  had  erected  between  th'e 
Oliio  and  rre?!ch  C.-^f]:,  to  a  body  of  about  c'\g\\t 
hii?',dr*xl  French,  coinmandod  bv  captain  Contre- 
eoeur-  whereupor].  coione!  Washington,  deen^in^ 
itf^V-.Tivracticabio  to  march  towards  the  fort  with- 
out nfticient  Pre  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
proceed  to  o}>ei)  ■:\(ls  so  as  to  pre-occupv  the  ad- 
vantai^eous  po-'  /  coirflnence  of  the  A Ileghany 

and  Monongahv  .  .vrs  which  in  his  preceding 
journal  he  recom.  ■  it  for  that  purpose.  Ke  was 
to  have  been  joiiiv  hv  a  detachment  of  indepen- 
deot  rco-ulars  from  i.j  southern  colonies,  together 
with  some  compafues  of  provincia]?  from  North 
Carolina  and  Maryland.  But  perceiving  the  ne- 
cessity  of  expedition,  and  without  w^aiting  for 
their  arrival,  he  commenced  his  march  ;  but,  not- 
withstanding ids  precipitated  advance,  the  French 
li;..ii  aiready  taken  possession  and  erected  a  fortifi- 
licit  ion,  which  they  named  fort  Du  .Ovesne^m  hon,' 
^i«r  of  the  raarqaii  du  <ciuesne,  the  French  gover- 
nor of  Canada. 

Colonel  Washington  accordingly  proceeded  orj 
his  m,arch  from  W  liis  Creek  ;  bravely  encountering 
all  the  obstacles  and  diffictilties  of  an  impervious 
w'dderness,  crossing  mires,  savannas  and  rivers. 
Uis  men  were  sometimee  ;  rce!  to  ford  livers  so 
^ee-^  as  to  take  them  up  to  the  arm-pits;,  when  he 
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had  proceeded  as  far  as  TurJzeyfoot,  he  received  In- 
formation that  a  party  of  French,  commanded  by' 
M.  de  Jumonviile,  were  concealed  within  a  short 
distance  of  his  camp  :  whereupon,  he  secured  his 
waggons  and  put  himself  in  the  best  means  uf  de- 
fence  he  was  capable  of,  until  he  had  learned  the 
stfi^ngth  of  the  enemy,  and  the  place  where  the/ 
were. 

Having  received  from  the  Indians  the  necessary 
information,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  May,  he 
set  out  with  his  men  (except  about  forty,  which 
was  left  to  guard  his  ammunition,  &c.)  and  a  party 
of  Indians,  which  the  half-king  sent  to  his  assis- 
tance,  under  a  heavy  rain,  and  a  night  dark  as 
pitch,  they  travelled  along  a  path  scarcely  broad 
enough  for  one  man  ;  they  were  sometimes  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  out  of  the  path  before  they 
could  come  to  it  again,  and  so  dark,  that  they 
would  often  strike  one  against  another  ;  all  night 
they  continued  their  route,  and  in  the  morning  a- 
bout  sun-rise,  formed  themselves  for  an  engagement, 
marching  one  after  another  in  the  Indian  manner^ 
the  enemy  did  not  discover  them  until  they  were 
close  upon  them,  when  colonel  Washington's  com- 
pany fired,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wager's  ; 
these  two  companies  received  the  whole  fire  of  th« 
Trench,  which  lasted  a  qtjarter  of  an  hour  befor-» 
the  enemy  was  routed  out.  M.  de  Jumonville  and 
mne  others  were  killed.,  one  v/ounded  and  twenty- 
one  made  prisoners.  Airrong  the  prisoners  was  the 
celebrated  woodsman,  Mons.  de  la  Force,  corr^mis- 
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sary  of  tlie  French  store?,  and  two  other  offlop/sv 
Only  one  of  the  wliole  party  escaped.     A  Cara- 
dian.  named  Moncean,  made  such  a  rp])9rt  af  the 
action  as  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  French, 
a  belief    that   Colonel  Washington's  conduct  was 
Jhi_f^Vs!y  "/eacherousand  dishonourable.     The  French 
ftccount  of  this  engagement  is  contained  in  a  letter' 
from  M  de  Contrecoeur  to  the  marqwis  du  Quesne, 
dated  Fort   du  Buesne,  May   !^3,  1754.     It  states 
that   v!  de  Jumonville  set  ou':  with  a  small  escort, 
charged  with  a  written  summons,  in  form  of  a  let- 
ter directed  to  the  first  Kngiish  officer  he  should 
iiaeet    on   tlie  lands   claiin^  by  the  French  king, 
summoning  him  to  withdrav/   his  troops  in  peace 
from  said  territory,  otherwise  that  they  wotild  re- 
ppl  force  to  force,  desiring  the  English  olBeer  to  re- 
turn his  answrr  by  M.  de  .TurDonville.  and  to  treat 
that  ofiicer  with  that  distinction  and  respect  which 
he  deserved,  that  the   deputy   set  out,  and  next 
morning  found  him  elf  surrottndefl  by  a  number  of 
3Eng'.-h  and  Indians,  that  the  English  quickly  fir- 
^  two  voi'ies,  which  killed  some  soldiers,  that  M, 
JiDDonville  made  a  sign  that  'se  had  a  letter  from 
hir  ooinmander,  whereupon  the  ore  ceased,  and  the- 
JE!  gi'-^h  surrounded  the  French  ''tSccr,  in  order  to 
Jiear  it,! nut  he  was  reuding  the  oumraons  a  second 
ti    e   ne  was  kUied  by  a  rnuskei  shot  in  the  head, 
tha'.    had  it  not  been  lor  vhc  '-idians,  who  roshed 
an  between  the  French  \i\A    Snghsh,  the   former 
WOidu  have  beeu  all    ssa^s.iiated,  and  that  the  In- 
dians  did  not  fire  upon  the  French.     This  report 
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vv-as  made  the  most  of  by  the  French,  w\.'.  im. 
^.  pressed  it  uprru  the  minds  of  the  sdrrouniifx,  la. 
dianv,  as  a  most  sh:>Gl<:ing  and  base  murder  pt-rue^ 
trateJ  by  the  express  command  of  Colons-:  .\  ash* 
ington.  Bur  the  following  ej^tract  fn>m  Colonel 
^Vashini^ton's  Journal  oi  his  proceeding  given  in 
tj  Governor  DinwidJie,  places  the  tra]isacnons  in 
a  qu'.te  diiTerent  point  of  view^  he  crater,  v.z.  •  \Ve 
were  advanced  prettv  neartathe;ii  as  wc  thought, 
when  they  discovered  us;  whereupon  '  craere<i 
my  company  to  fire,  mine  was  ?apporred  by  Mr. 
'Wager';,  cjnd  my  company  and  his,  rece  ved  the 
wh  )Ie  lire  of  the  Frencli  d^armg  the  grec.it  ^art 
of  toe  action,  which  only  lasted  a  quarter  o;  aa 
hi)ur,  before  the  enemy  was  routed. 

''  vVe  ki'led  M.  de  Jumonville,  the  com^.-^ndep' 
of  tiiitt  party,  as  ai^o  nine  otherif ;  we  u  ,  i.....e<i 
one,'and  made  twci.t  i  -one  prisoners,  a..t  -i  _,  .  ,cd 
were  ^L  de  la  Force,' M.  Drouilion,  and  ■  .  Ca-- 
dels.  The  Indian^  scalped  the  dead,  and  .ok  a* 
way  moit  part  of  tiieir  fire  arms,  after  whion  we 
marched  on  with  the  prisoners  and  guard,  to  the 
Indian  camp,  where  again  I  held  a  conncil  with 
the  half-king;  and  there  informed  him  that,  th3 
governor  was  de=^irous  to  see  him,  and  was  wait^ 
ing  for  him  at  Winchester ;  he  answered,  that ,  he 
could  not  go  ju3t  then,  a:^  his  people  were  in  too 
eminent  danger  fiom  the  Freiicl),  whom  they  had 
fallen  uj>oii  ;  ^  that  he  muct  send  messengers 'to  aU 
the  allied  nations,  in  order  to  invite  them  to  take 
-  the  naj;chet.     lie  tent  a  youn;^  Delav.-'are  la. 
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/dian  to  the  Delaware  Nation,  and  gaveliim  also  a 
French  scalp  to  carry  to  them.  This  voung  man 
desired  to  have  a  part  of  the  presents  which  were 
allotted  for  them,  but  that  ihe  remaining  part 
might  be  kept  for  another  opportunity  :  He  said 
he  would  go  to  his  own  family,  and  to  several  oth- 
er;s,  and  would  wait  on  them  at  Mr,  Gist's,  where 
he  desired  men  and  horses  should  be  sent  ready  to 
bring  them  up  to  our  camp.  After  this  I  marched 
on  '.^  ith  the  prisoners  :  They  informed  me  that 
they  had  been  sent  with  a  summons  to  order  rae 
to  depart.  A.  plautible  pretence  to  discover  our 
camp,  and  to  obtain  the  knowlege  of  our  forces  and 
situation  !  It  was  so  clear  that  they  were  come  to 
jeconnoitre  what  we  were,  that  1  admired  their  as- 
surance, v/hen  they  told  me  they  were  come  as  an 
Embassy  ;  for  their  instructions  mentioned  that 
they  should  get  what  knowledge  they  could  of  the 
roads'  riverg,  and  of  all  the  country  as  far  as  Poto- 
inack  :  And  instead  of  coming  as  an  ambassador, 
publicly,  and  in  an  open  manner,  they  came  se- 
cretly, and  sought  after  tlie  most  hidden  re  reats, 
more  like  deserters  than  ambassadors  ;  in  such  re- 
treats they  encamped,  and  remained  hid  whole 
days  together,  and  that,  no  more  than  five  miles 
from  Qs>  ;  fromlhencetheysent  spies  to  reconnoitre 
our  camp  ;  after  thjs  was  done,  they  went  back 
two  miles,  from  whence  they  sent  the  two  mes- 
sengers spokeo  of  m  the  instruction,  to  acquaint 
M.  de  Contrecopur  of  tHc  place  we  were  at,  and  of 
©ur  disposition,  that  he  might  send  his  detachiiKnts 


jGcneral  Gccrge  V/ail'-i-^ov,  \l 

\o  inforce  the  summons,  as  soon  as   it  should   be 
given. 

"  Besides,  an  ainbassador  has  princely  atten- 
dants ;  wliereaa  this  was  only  a  simple  petty 
French  officer  ;  an  an-bassador  has  no  r.e^u  of  spies, 
his  character  being  ahvays  sacred  :  And  seeing 
their  intentions  w^is  ^o  good,  why  did  they  tarry- 
two  days,  at  five  ruiles  distance  frcnci  us,  without 
acquainting  nae  w.lh  the  summons,  or,  at  least'- 
with  soniethiug  that  related  to  the  embassy  ? 
That  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  great- 
est M-spicior.s,  we  ought  to  do  them  the  justice  to 
say,  thu-t,  as  they  wanted  to  hide  themselves,  they 
could  not  ijick  cut  better  places  tlian  they  had 
done. 

"  The  summons  was  so  irtsolent,  and  favoured 
the  gasconade  so  much,  that  if  it  had  been  brouoht 
openly  by  two  men.,  it  would  have  bren  an  im- 
mediate indulgence,  to  have  sufiered  them  to  re- 
turn. 

"  It  was  the  opinion  of  tiie  half-king  in  this 
case,  that  their  intentions  were  evii,  and  that  it 
was  a  pure  pretence  ;  that  thev  never  intended  to 
come  to  us  but  as  enemies  ;  and  if  we  had  beeii* 
such  fools  as  to  let  them  go,  they  would  iiever 
help  us  any  more  to  take  other  Frenchmen. 

"  They  say  they  called  to  us  as  soon  as  they 
had  discovered  us,  which  is  an  j^bsolute  falsehood, 
for,  I  was  then  ixiarching  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany going  towards  th?m,  and  can  positively  af. 
Srm,  that  wiien  thev  fjrst  saw  us,  they  ran  ta 
X)  2 
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their  arms,  without  calling  ;  as  I  must  havehekrd 
them,  had  they  so  done." 

From  the  Prench  pristMiers,  colonel  Washington 
harl  intelligence,  thafe  tlte  French  forces  on  the 
Oho  consisted  of  upwards  of  one  thousand  regulars, 
Hnd  bome  hundreds  of  Indians.  Upon  this  mtelli- 
gence,  and  coasidering  his  little  army  which  was 
soraevvhiat  reduced,  and  entirely  insujfficlent  to  act 
offensive  -igainst  the  French  and  Indians,  he  fell 
back  to  a  place  known  by  the  appellation  of  the 
Great  A'lf  d'rws,  for  the  sake  of  forage  and  supplies. 
Here  he  built  a  temporary  stockade,  merely  to  cov- 
er his  stores  ;  it  was  from  its  fate  called  Fort  Neces- 
sity. Colonel  Washington  was  too  sensible  of  the 
advantages  of  Fort  du  (iueane,  to  abandon  the  idea 
of  ;;iking  it.  Ever  since  he  leit  Wills  Creek,  he 
had  been  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  form  the 
regiment,  opea  roadi,  and  gam  the  Indians  over  to 
the  side  of  the  English,  as  also  to  watch  the  ope- 
ration* of  the  French,  and  gain  a  knowledge  of  the 
forts,  situation,  and  force  ,  even  as  far  as  the  lakes. 
He  had  wrote  to  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  requesting  their  aid  in  the  augmentation 
of  his  army.  He  remained  at  Fort  Necessity  for 
the  arrival  of  some  expected  succour  from  New- 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  unmolested,  until  July  fol- 
lowiiig,  whvn  his  s^mall  force,  even  after  it  was 
joiuc'l  bv  captuin  M'Kay's  regulars  did  not  amount 
to  four  iiuifiared  effectives,  was  attacked  by  an  ar- 
my  of  Fren;>ii  and  Indians,  computed  to  have  le^n 
fixteeq  hundred  strong,  under  the  eomm^nd  of  the 
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sleiir  de  Villiers,  the  brother  of  M.  de  Jumonville. 
The  chief  intention  of  this  campaign,  the  Fiei.ch 
officer  acknowledged,  was  to  revenge  the  absafsin^ 
ation  of  his  brother,  and  to  hinder  any  establish- 
ments on  the  lands  claimed  by  the  king  of  France. 
The  Virginians  sustained  the  attacii  cf  the  ene- 
my's whole  force  for  several  hours,  and  laid  near 
two  hundred  of  them  dead  in  the  field,  when  the 
French  commander,  discouraged  by  itich  determin- 
ed resolution,  proposed  the  less  dangerons  method 
of  dislodging  his  enemy  by  a  parly,  which  ended 
in  a  capitulation.  It  was  stipulated,  thixt  colonel 
Washington  should  march  away  with  all  the  hon- 
ours of  war,  and  be  allowed  to  carry  olT  all  his  mil- 
itary stores,  effects  and  baggage.  This  capitula- 
tion was  violated  from  the  ungovernable  diposi- 
tion  of  tlie  Indians,  whom  the  French  commar.dtr 
could  not  restrain  from  plimdering  the  provincials 
on  the  outset  of  th&ir  march,  and  Irom  making  a 
considerable  slaughter  of  men,  cattle  and  hordes. 
After  this  disaster  the  remains  of  the  Virginia  rcg- 
iment  returned  to  Alexandria  to  be  recruited  and 
fnrnislied  with  necessary  supplies :  during  this  pe- 
riods the  French  redoubled  their  activity  and  dili.* 
gence  on  the  Ohio,  and  in  other  places,  and  Vir- 
ginia who  determined  to  send  out  a  larger  force,  in 
the  spring;  following,  erecte^i  the  forts  Cumberland 
and  London,  and  formed  a  camp  at  Wills-crcek,  in 
order  to  annoy  the  epemy  on  the  Ohio.  In  these 
several  services  (|>articularly  in  the  construction  of 
forts)  colonel  Washingtoji  was  principally  emplo}'- 
ed. 
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In  1755,  the  British  government  s.ent  to  this 
country,  general  Braddock,  who  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  till  the  troops  and  forces  which 
were,  qr  that  should  be  raibed  in,  or  sent  to  Nortl> 
America  ;  he  landed  at  "Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
in  February,  with  two  veteran  regiments  (rom  Ire^ 
land,  but  sent  his  men  up  the  Potom.ac  to  Alexan- 
driii,  there  to  encamp  until  he  was  joined  with  the 
independent  and  provincial  eoips  of  America ;  with 
this  army  he  was  to  penetrate  through  the  coun- 
try to  fort  l)u  (iucirne  (now  fort  Pitt)  by  the  route 
of  Wills-creek  to  repel  the  French  from  the  con- 
fines of  the  British  settlements,  and  as  no  person 
was  better  acquainted  with  the  frontier  country 
than  Colonel  W'ashington,  and  no  one  in  the 
colony  enjoyed  so  well  established  a  military  char- 
acter, he  was  judged  to  be  highly  serviceable  to 
general  Braddock,  but  from  a  royal  arrangenjeiit  of 
rufjk,  by  which  "  no  officer  who  did  not  imme- 
diately derive  his  commission  from  the  king,  could 
command  one  who  did."  Colonel  Washmgton 
cheerfully  relinquished  his  regiment  and  went  a,s 
an  extra  aid- de-camp  into  the  family  of  general 
Braddock.  In  this  capacity,  at  the  battle  of  Mo- 
iioi.g;he!a,  on  the  9th  of  July,  !  755,  he  attended 
that  general,  whose  life  was  gallantly  sacrificed  in 
^ittcmpting  to  extricate  his  troops  from  the  fatal 
ambuscade  into  which  his  overv/eaning  confidence 
had  conducted  them.  Braddock  had  several  hor- 
ses shot  under  him,  before  he  fell  himself;  ^iid 
there  was  ngt  an  officerj  whose  duty  obliged  him 
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to  be  on  horseback  that  day,  excepting  colonel 
Washington,  who  was  not  either  killed  or  woun- 
ded. This  circumstance  enabled  hira  to  display 
greater  abiHties  in  covering  the  retreat  and  saving 
the  wreck  of  the  army,  than  he  could  otherwise 
have  done.  As  soon  as  he  had  secured  their 
passage  over  the  ford  of  Monongahela,  and  found 
they  were  not  pursued,  he  hasted  to  concert  meas- 
ures for  their  further  se^jurity  with  colonel  Dun. 
bar,  who  had  remainedwith  the  second  division  and 
heavy  baggage  at  some  distance  in  the  rear.  To 
effect  this  he  travelled  with  two  guides,  all  night, 
through  an  almost  impervious  wilderness,  notwith- 
standing the  fatigues  he  had  undergone  in  the  day, 
and  although  he  had  so  imperfectly  recovered  from 
sickness,  that  he  was  obliged  in  the  morning  to  be 
supported  with  cushions  on  his  horse.  The  pub- 
lic accounts  in  Britain  and  America  were  not  par- 
simonious of  applause  for  the  essential  service  he 
had  rendered  on  so  trying  an  occasion. 

Not  lang  after  this  tim«,  the  regulation  of  rank, 
v.-hich  had  been  so  injurious  to  the  colonial  officers, 
was  changed  to  their  satisfaction,  in  consequence 
of  the  discontent  of  the  ofllcers,  and  the  remon- 
strance of  colonel  Washington.  The  supreme 
power  of  Virginia,  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of 
ins  merits,  gave  him,  in  a  new  and  extensive  com- 
mission, the  command  of  all  the  troops  raised  and 
to  be  raised  in  that  colony. 

It  would  not  comport  with  the  intended  brevi- 
ty cf  this  sketch,  to  mention  m  detail  the  plans  he 
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suggested  or  the  system  \ic  pursued  for  defend 'r^' 
the  frontiers,  until  the  year  1758,  when  he  q<)\<a- 
iTianded  the  van  brigade  of  general  Forbe's  urniv 
in  the  capture  of  Fort  dii  Quesn^.  A  simila*-  rui- 
son  will  preclude  the  recital  of  the  personal  hazciras 
and  atchieven:ieiits  which  happened  in  the  course 
of  his  service.  The  tranquility  on  the  frontiers  ov 
the  middle  colonies  having  been  re-tored  bv  ilis 
success  of  this  campaign,  and  the  health  of 'co'i> 
net  Washington  having  become  extremely  debili- 
tated  by  an  ipveterate  pulmonary  complaint,  in 
1T59  \^  resigned  his  military  appointment.  Aii^ 
thentlo  documents  are  not  wanting  to  shew  the 
tender  regret  which  the  Virginia  line  expressed  at 
parting  with  their  commander,  and  the  affectioii*. 
^e  regard  which  he  entertained  for  them. 

Shortly  after  colonel  Washington's  resignation, 
Lis  health  was  gradually  re-establiched  and  he 
married  Mrs.  Cuiitis,*  an  amiable  young  widow, 
s.tid  to  have  possessed  a  fortune  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  stofling  (about  88,900  dollars)  in  her 
Cvwn  right,  besides  her  dower  in  one  or  the  princi- 
pal estates  in  Virginia.  With  this  l-^dy  colonel 
Washington  settled  as  a  planter  and  firmer  on  hi§ 
estate  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia. 

After  some  years  he  gave  up  planting  tobaceo, 
and  went  altogether  into  the  iarming  business. 
fie  ha,  raise^  seven  thouaand  bushels  of  wheat, 
^ikI  ten  thousand  qf  Indian  corn  in  one  year.     AL 

*  General  and  Mrs.  Washington  were  bothboniiri 
th^  same  year. 
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tlicu9;ri  lie  ha?  confined  his  o\rn  cultivatiori  to  this 
domestic  tract  of  about  nine  thousand  acre?,  yet 
he  possessed  excellent  lands,  in  large  quantities,  in 
several  other  counties.  His  judgment  in  the  qual- 
ity of  soils,  his  command  of  money  to  avail  him- 
self of  purchases,  and  his  occasional  eniplovmerrt 
in  early  hfe  as  a  survevor,  gave  him  opportunities 
of  making  advantageous  locations ;  many  of  which 
are  much  improved. 

After  he  left  the  army,  until  the  year. 1 774,  he 
thus  cultivated  the  arts  of  peace.  He  was  con- 
stantly a  member  of  assembly,  a  magistrate  of  his 
county  and  a  judge  of  the  court.  At  this  period 
he  was  appointed  by  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  in 
conformity  with  the  universal  v/ich  of  the  people, 
to  be  one  of  their  four  delegates  at  the  first  general 
[Congress  of  delegates  from  all  the  provinces,  which 
I  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  2t3th  of  October,  1774, 
and  consisted  of  fifty-one  members.  It  v/as  with 
no  small  reluctance  that  he  engagal  again  in  thfe 
active  scenes  of  Hfe  ;  and  we  sincerely  believe  that 
no  motives  but  such  as  spring  from  the  most  disin- 
terested patriotism,  could  have  prevailed  upon  h;m 
to  relinquish  tiie  most  refined  domestic  pleasure, 
which  it  was  ever  in  his  power  to  command,  and 
the  great  delight  he  took  in  farming  and  the  im- 
provement of  his  estate. 

He  was  also  appointed  delegate  to  the  Congress 
w!iich  assembled  in  1775,  in  which  it  was  at 
length  determuied,  after  every  step  towards  an  ac- 
commodation  had  failed,  and  every  petition  frcrm 
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America  had  beef»  rejected,  to  repel  by  force  the  in- 
vasion from  Great-Hritain,  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
contioent  were  immedia^iy  turned  upon  Mr. 
Washington.  With  one  common  voice  he  was 
called  forth  to  the  defence  of  his  country  ;  and  it" 
ig,  perhaps,  his  peculiar  glory,  that  there  was  not 
a  single  inhabitant  of  these  states,  except  himself, 
who  did  not  approve  the  choice,  and  place  the 
firmest  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ablitics. 

He  arrived  at  Cambridge  in  New-England,  in 
July,  J  775,  and  there  took  the  supreme  command 
of  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies.  Previous  to 
this  period,  hostilities  had  actually  commenced. 
On  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  blood  was  first  shed 
at  the  battle  of  Concord  ;  and  on  the  1 6th  of  June 
following,  the  memorable  battle  of  Breed's-hiJl, 
commonly  called  Bunker's-hill  was  fought. 

General  Washington  was  received  at  the  camp 
with  that  heart  felt  exultation,  which  superior 
merit  alone  can  inspire,  after  having,  in  his  pro- 
gress through  the  several  states,  received  every 
mark  of  affection  and  esteem,  which  they  conceiv- 
ed were  due  to  the  man,  whom  the  whole  conti- 
nent looked  up  to  for  safety  and  freedom.  ' 

The  following  address  was  presented  to  him  on 
his  accepting  the  supreme  command  of  the  army, 
by  the  provincial  Congress  of  New-York,  'vkt 
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ADDRESS, 

Presented  to  his  excellencu  General  Washing- 
ton,  by   the  provincial  Congress  of  New- 
■    TorL 
Wkx  it  please  your  Excellency, 

At  a  time  when  the  most  loral  of  his  majesty*3 
subjects,  from  a  regard  to  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion, by  which  he  sits  on  the  throne,  feel  thetrr- 
selves  reduced  tr  the  unhappy  necessity  of  taking 
up  arms,  to  deicnd  their  dearest  rights  and  privi- 
leg-es — while  we  de'.Iore  the  calaa7ities  of  this  di- 
vided  empire,  we  rejoice  in  the  a{>pointnient  of  a 
gentleman,  from  whose  abilities  aid  virtue  we  are 
taught  to  expect  both  security  and  peace. 

Confiding  in  you,  sir,  and  in  the  worthy  gen- 
erals immediately  under  your  commaBd,  we  have 
the  most  flattering  hopes  of  succe.-s  in  the  glorious 
struggle  for  American  liberty,  and  the  fullest  as- 
surances, tliat,  wiienever  this  important  contest 
shall  be  decided,  by  that  fondest  v.-ish  of  each  A- 
merican  soul,  ^n  accommodation  with  our  mother 
country,  you  will  cheerfully  resign  the  important 
deposit  committed  into  your  hand?,  and  reassume 
the  character  of  our  worthiest  citizen. 

By  order, 

P,  V.  P..  Livingston, 


B 


Tr:ndr4£t 
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General  Wafliington's  Atsfw^i*: 

Genti^ehen, 

At  the  same  time  that  with  you  1  deplore  tli.e^ 
unhappy  necessity  of  such  an  appointment,  as  that 
Vith  which  I  am  honoured,  cannot  but  feel  senti- 
ir.ents  of  the  highest  gratiu  Je,  for  this  affecting  in- 
stance of  distinction  and  regard. 

May  your  warmest  wishes  be  realized  in  the  suc- 
cess of  America,  at  this  important  and  interesting 
period  ;  and  be  assured  that  every  exertion  of  my 
worthy  colleagues  and  myself,  will  be  equally  ex- 
tended to  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and  har- 
mony, between  tlie  mother  country  and  these  col' 
onies  ;  as  to  the  faUil  but  necessary  operations  of 
war,  when  we  assum.ed  the  soldier,  we  did  not  lay 
aside  the  citizen  ;  and  we  shall  moet  sincerely  re- 
joice with  you  in  that  happy  hour,  when  tiie  es- 
tablishnient  of  American  liberty,  on  the  most  firm 
and  solid  foundations,  shall  enable  ns  to  return  to 
bur  private  stations,  in  the  bosom  of  a  free,  peace- 
ful and  happy  country. 

G.  Washingto?^.. 

Plis  conduct  as  a  general  and  commander  m 
chief  is  well  known.  lie  underwent  many  hard- 
ships, dangers  and  dlfflouities  and  conducted  hij 
military  operation  with  much  skill  and  ab'iity. 

It  wouid  not  comport  with  tlie  in.en'tv!  brevN 
ty  of  the  present  mem.oirs,  fo.^  as  io  :.-cirt:c.ii;;.fize  all 
his  tra.nraC'tionB  \n  the  cpurse  of  the  revolutionary 
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\MB.T,  the  impression  which  they  made,  is  3*et  fresh 
ill  the  mirjd  of  every  citizen. 

Bat  it  is  hoped,  posterity  will  be  taught,  in 
"what  manner  he  transformed  aji  undisciplined, 
tody  of  peasantry  into  a  regular  army  of  bowiers, 
Co;nmeritaric-s'  on  his  camp^ignj  would  undoubted-: 
-ly  be  highly  interesting  and  instructive  to  future 
generation;.  The  conduct  of  his  first  campaign, 
in  March,  i776,  in  compelling  the  British  troops 
to  abandon  Boston,  by  a  bloodless  victory,  will 
merit  a  minute  narration.  But  a  volume  would. 
scarcely  contain  the  mortiucatiors  he  experienced, 
and  the  hazards  to  which  he  was  expobed  in  tha 
years  1776  and  1777,  in  contending  against  the 
prowess  of  Britain,  with  an  inadequate  force.  Het 
armies  were  far  superior  to  his  in  number,  well  or»» 
ganize^i  and  disciplined,  inured  to  a  camp  life,  com* 
manded  "by  officers  -well  experienced  in  military 
tacticks,  and  aided  by  powerful  fleets,  while  hi^ 
was  composed  of  rav/  ai.d  undisciplined  peasai  IS, 
''  just  dragged  froni  the  teiider  scenes  of  domestio 
life — unaccustomed  to  the  din  of  arms — totally  un- 
acquainted vvith  every  kind  of  mJIItary  skill,'*---' 
Linused  to  the  subordination  so  essentially  requisite 
in  an  army,  and  often  in  want  of  arms,  ammuni^ 
tion,  clothes,  and  even  food,  often  exposed  to  th^ 
inciemercy  of  the  weather,  in  t!ie  most  rigorous, 
season,  vvithcut  tents  or  even  a  blanket,  and  dis- 
couf:-iged  by  the  ".ant  of  regular  pay.  These  cir-. 
cumstancps  fully  account  fof  the  uriSucce;:3ful  issufe 
of  his  first  campiiigivs. 
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The  battle  of  Long-LIand  m' as  fought  in  A  n» 
gust  177G;  his  army  was  driven  from  their  poi^l 
by  the  British  ;  abcjve  two  thoiuand  Aniericaiig 
fell  OR  the  iiela,  and  about  ba-lf  that  numW  wfre 
tjiken  prjyoners.  Fort  Wabhiiif'-ton,  on  York-Ul- 
and,  suirendeied  boon  after,  with  two  thoiimnd 
prisoners :  descrticn  and  sickness  added  to  hib  mis- 
fortunes. His  array,  at  the  time  Lord  Howe  land- 
ed on  Long-Island,  amounted  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  was  now  reduced  to  about  one  eighth 
part  of  that  number. 

The  approach  of  winter  happily  checked  the 
progress  of  the  eneaiy.  General  Washington's 
persev«rance  and  intrepidity;  improved  this  cir- 
cumstance into  important  advantages.  At  Tren-i 
©n,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  Decem- 
ber, he  surprised  a  body  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
u^ho,  finding  t^iCmselves  surrounded,  without  fur- 
ther resistance,  agref^d  to  lay  down  their  arms.— 
Twenty-five  oificerSj  and  nearly  one  thousand  sol- 
diers were  made  jT"son,ers  ;  wjile  the  American 
army  had  only  four  or  live  men  wounded. 

On  th.e  third  of  January  following,  at  Princeton, 
he  made  another  successful  attempt,  there  he  took 
thrjee  hundred  prisoners.  These  enterprises  cheer- 
ed the  drooping  spi-its  of  his  men,  and  again  ad. 
tied  reputation  to  the  American  arms,  fie  after- 
wards retired  to  Morristown,  and  remained  during 
the  winter,  with  an  inf#hor  force,  but  with  supe- 
rior skill,  checking  tlie  enemy  <Vom  any  further  en-- 
tsroachmcnts  in  that  parfe  of   the  count/y.    W^ 
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tliall  not  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  the  va- 
rious battles  and  skirmishes,   in   which  he   was 
personaUy    engaged  during  the  campaign  of  177T. 
At  the  battle  of  Bnindywine,  he  made  a  gallant 
;n-'S!stance,  but  was  at  last  forced  to  quit  his  ground 
with  the  loss  of  abont  twelve  hundred  men  killed, 
wounded,  or   taken  prisoners.     At  Gerraantown 
he  vras  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  six  hundred  killed 
or  wounded,  iind  about  four  hundred  prisoners.^   He 
afterwards    retired    to   winter  quarters  at  Valley 
}/or2;e.     His  army  was  at  this  time  in  a  most  mis* 
crabiC  condition,    marching  without  stockings  ot 
r^hoes.  over  the  frozen  ground,,  their   feet  were  so 
gashc-L  that  their  steps  were  marked  with  blood  : 
Some  hundreds  of  them  were  without  blankets ; 
xind  iii  this  condition  they  were  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  to  sit  down  in  a  forest,  and  build  huts  fot 
slielter.     The  destitute  situation  of  the  American 
arm.y  at  all  times,  was  certainly  a  means  of  pro- 
crastinating the  war;  oftentim.eiit  was  upon  the  evo 
of  dissolution,   even  mutinies  had  been  the  conse- 
cuence,  whilst  want  of  success,  prevented  many  of 
the  foldiers  from  continuing  longer  than  the  period 
,of  their  short  enlistments,  and  caused  frequent  de- 
£ernori.     Indeed  nothing  but  the  good  destiny  and 
cb!!summate  prudence  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
prevented  want  of  success  from  producing  want  of 
conlidcnce  on  the  part  of  the  public  ;   for  want  of 
succt'.s  »3  apt  to  lead  to  the  adoption  of  ]>ernicious 
coLu-els,  through  the  levity  of  the  people  or  the 
a^jibition  of  their  den^^Lgogues.     In  tUe  three  sue 
E  2 
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ceedingycar:?,  the  gf^rm  of  di':cij.!ii>e  unfolded  ;  anc 
the  resources  of  Auierica  Ijaviiig  been  eulled  intf 
co-operation  w«tli  the  land  ar.d  naval  armies  o1 
Trance,  produced  the  glorious  eonclnsion  of  the 
campaign  in  1781.  On  the  nineteeiah  of  CMober 
that  year,  the  army  inder  command  of  gtniernl 
Washington,  forced  that  of  the  enemy,  then  under 
command  of  Lord  Cornv/allis,  to  make  a  final  sur- 
render ;  his  !and  forces  were  made  pri^roneri:  of  war 
to  Congress  ;  and  the  naval  forces  were  ^iven  up 
to  France.  From  this  time,  the  olcom  beg-n  to 
disajjpear  from  our  political  horizon,  and  the  airuire 
of  the  union  procepdcd  in  a  meliorating  train,  un- 
til a  peace  was  mostabij-  negocia'.ed  hy  our  ambas- 
sadors  in  Europe,  in  iY83,  by  wlncii  thh-teen  of 
the  American  colonies  were  estabt)shed  as  sove- 
reign and  independent  state.-:. 

General  Witsliington  having  rever  been  in  Eu- 
rope, he  could  not  po^-  ibty  have  seeii  much  mili- 
tary service  when  the  armie.s  of  Britain  were  sent 
to  subdue  America  :  yet  still,  for  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons, he  was  by  much  the  most  proper  man  on  this 
contirient,  and  probably  any  where  else,  to  be  pla- 
ced at  the  head  of  an  Unerican  army.  The  ^-ery 
high  estimation  he  stood  in  for  integrity  and  hon- 
our, lii]  engaging  in  the  cau^e  of  his  c^^untry  from 
sentiment  and  a  con  vicliou  of  her  wrongs,  his  mod- 
eration in  polities,  his  extensive  propertv,  ar;d  his 
approved  abilities  as  a  comm.ander,  were  nsotives 
which  necessarily  obliged  tlic  choice  cfAmerig^t^ 
fall  upon  him. 


C:)t^ral  G^crgc  Jfash'aigtc.n'  ^5 

That  nature  had  given  liinn  extraordinary  mili- 
tary talents,  will  hardly  be  controverted  by  his 
most  bitter  enemies ;  and  having  been  early  actu- 
ated with  a  warm  passion  to  serve  his  country  in 
the  military  line,  he  has  greatly  improved  them 
by  unwearied  industry,  and  a  cloie  application  to 
the  best  writers  upon  tactics,  and  by  a  more  than 
common  method  and  exactness ;  and,  in  reality, 
w'hen  it  comes  to  be  considerrd,  that  at  first  he 
onl}^  headed  a  body  of  men  entirely  unacquainted 
v/ith  military  discipline  or  operations,  somewhat 
iir-o;overnable  in  temper,  and  who  at  best  could  on- 
ly be  stiled  an  alert  ami  good  militia,  actirg  under 
very  short  enlistments  unCiOthcd,  uiiaccoutrcd.  and 
at  all  times  very  ill  supplied  vs'ith  amm.uniticn  and 
artillery  ;  and  that  with  such  an  army  he  with- 
stvod  the  ravages  and  prrgress  of  nearly  forty  thou- 
sand veteran  troops,  plentifnily  provided  with  eve- 
ry necessary  article,  ccmmar.ded  by  the  bravest  of. 
licers  in  Kurope  ;  and  supported  by  a  very  pow- 
erful navy,  which  efTectuRily  prevented  all  move- 
ments by  water ;  when,  vv'e  say,  ail  this  comes  to 
be  impartia«!y  considered,  v.-e  think  we  may  ven- 
ture to  pronoiHice,  that  General  ^Vashington  wiJC 
be  regarded  by  mankind  as  one  of  the  greatest  mil- 
itary ornuinents  of  the  present  afre,  and  his  name 
will  command  the  veneration  of  the  latest  posteri- 
ty. 

No  person  but  those  who  had  an  opportunity 
of  viewing  tl;e  continental  army,  c:in  form  any  ad 
ecuatf  idea  of  its   imnerlect   state  when  Cenerat 
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Washlnjvton  first  assumed  the  command,  nor  5Va^ 

i,t  \vithoi>t  the  most  unwearied  application  and  [per- 
severance, which  few  men  but  him,  could  hav© 
undergone,  that  he  was  able  to  establish  that  dis- 
.cipUne  which  ultim^teiy  aided  his  success.  From 
the  period  he  first  assumed  the  command,  until 
t4ie  tinal  dissolution  of  the  army,  his  care  and  anx- 
iety for  them  continued.  The  army  he  consider^ 
<?d  hiii  family  ;  and  alter  the  embarrai:smci^ts  of  \l>t 
*iayj  after  the  toils  and  tatif^aes  of  a  battle,  we  find 
him  stealing  a  portion  of  linic  allotted  for  rest,  de- 
vising means  the  most  salutary,  for  their  ameilora- 
tion,  at  all  times  charactenzod  with  that  ecoimmy 
and  frogahty  which  tiie  natiunal  resources  reqair- 
ed. 

The  folio win^^  extracts  from  his  official  letters 
tX)  Congress  on  this  subject,  are  worthy  of  perusL.)  : 
they  do  ample  justice  to  his  feelings,  and  must 
make  a  lasting  impression  in  the  hearts  of  his  feU 
low  soldieffs,  viz. 

Exiro.d  of  a  Letter  frGyn  Gcnerrl  IVo^Jihigfor,  to  tJ:& 
honorable  Congress,  dated  dwibridge,  Scficmber  21., 
1775. 

"  IT  gives  me  great  pain  to  be  obliged  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  hourablc  Congress  to  the  state 
of  this  army,  in  terms  which  imply  the  slightest 
apprehension  of  being  neglected.  But  my  situa- 
tion is  inexpressibly  distressing,  to  see  the  winter 
fast  approaching  upon  a  naked  army  ;  the  time  of 
th^^£^vice  withui  a  few  vvocks  of  expiring.;  and  nO 
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providon  yet   ma^le  for   such   important   events. 
Ad<Ied   to'  the3'3  the  military  che^t  is  totallr  ex- 
hausted    the  pay- master  has  not  a  single  dolbr  in 
hand:  the  commissary-gei-.eral  assures  me  he  has 
strained  his  credit,  for 'the  subsistence  of  tiie  army, 
to  the  utmost.     The  quarter-maner-general  is  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  situation  ;  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  troops  are  in  a  state  not  far  from  mutiny, 
upon  the  dedaction  from   their   stated   allowance, 
I  know  not  to  whom  I  am  to  impute  this  failure  : 
bill  1  am  of  opinion,  if  tlte  evil  is  not  immediately 
remedied,  and  mora  punctuality  observed  in  future, 
the   annv  ratist  abscl-tely  break  up.     I  hoped  I 
had  so  fully  expressed  myself  on  this  subject,  (both 
by  letter,  and  to  those  members  of  the  Congress 
who  honored  the  camp  with  a  visit)  that  no  dis- 
appointment could  possibly  happen.     I   therefore 
hourly    expected  advice  from  the  pay-master  that 
he  ha.d  received  a  fresh  supply,  in  addition  to  the 
hundred  and  seventy  two  thousand  dollars  deliver- 
ed him  in  August : 'and  thought  myself  warranted 
to   assure  the  public  creditors  that  in  a  few  days 
they  should  be  satisfied.    Uut  the  dehiy  has  brought 
matters  to  such  a  crisis,  as  admits  of  no  further  un- 
certain expectation.     I  have  therefore  sent  oil' tl;i3 
express,  with  orders  to  make  all  possible  disiiatch. 
It  is  my  most  earnest  request  that  he  may  be  re. 
torued  with  all  possible  expedition,  unless  the  hon- 
orable Congress  have  already  forwarded  what  is  so 
indispensibiy  Decesfary."" 

I  have  the  honour  to  le,  ^-c. 
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Letter  f^-om  General  Wailiington, 

To  the  Breiidcnt  of  Congrrss, 

•"  A^e-m-York,  My  25,  1716. 

'  "  DISAGREEABL-^.  as  it  is  to  mo,  and  mi, 
pleasing  as  it  maj  be  to  Congre.s?,  to  multipU'  of- 
ficers, I  fmd  myself  under  the  unavoidable  neoes, 
.sity  of  asking  an  increase  cf  my  r.ideb-de  camp. 
The  augmentation  of  my  coiTimand  ;  the  increase 
Ot  my  correspondence:  the  orders  to  give  ;  the  in- 
structions to  draw;  cut  out  more  business  than  I 
am  able  to  execute  in  time  with  [)ropriety.  Thti 
business  of  so  iijany  different  departmejits  center- 
mg  with  me,  and  by  me  to  be  handed  on  to  Con- 
gress for  tlieir  infarmation  ;  added  to  the  iater- 
course  I  am  obhged  to  keep  up  with  the  adjacent 
states ;  and  incidental  occurrence3 ;  all  of  which 
^-equire  confidential  and  not  hack  writers  to  exe. 
.cute ;  renders  it  impossible,  in  the  present  stat^  of 
things,  for  my  family  to  discharge  the  several  du- 
ties expected  of  me,  wit^  that  precision  and  dis,- 
patch  that  I  copld  wish.  What  wjli  it  be  tlien, 
u^hen  we  eome  into  a  more  active  scene,  and  I  am 
.called  from  twenty  dillerent  places  perhapstat  th« 
s.aine  instant  ? 

"  Congress  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  (I 
hope)  that  it  is  not  my  inclination  or  wish  to  run 
tli.e  eontine]it  to  any  unnecessary  expence  ;  and 
those  who  better  know  ms  v/iil  not  suspect  V^iili 
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ehevv*  and  parade  can  have  any  influence  on  my 
miiid  in  tl*is  instance.  A  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sitv  of  it,  for  tlie  regular  discharge  of  the  trust  re^ 
posed  in  me,  is  the  governing  motive  for  the  ap- 
piication ;  and^  as  such,  is  submitted  to  Congre^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient.  Szc 
G.  W.'» 


Extract  c/  a  Letter  fiovi  JVashhigion,  to  ih  Prssider^ 
cf  Congress, 

Ncnv^YcrP.,  S'epfetnkr  2,  1776^ 

*'  As  my  intelligence  of  late  has  been  rather  un^ 
favorable,  and  vvouM  be  received  with  anxiet}''  an4 
concern  ;  peculiarly  happy  should  1  esteeiD  my- 
self, Vvfre  it  in  my  poM  er  at  this  time,  to  trans^ 
m.it  such  inform^a'tion  to  Congress  as  would  be  mere 
pleasing  and  agreeable  to  their  v/iirhes  ;  but,  vr,- 
fortunately  for  me  ;  unfortunately  for  them  ;  it  is 
not. 

"  Our  situation  is  truly  distressing.  The  check 
our  detachment  sustained  on  the  twenty-seventh 
ultimo,  ha3  dispirited  too  great  a  proportion  of  our 
troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with  apprehension 
and  despair.  The  militia,  instead  of  calling  forth 
their  utmost  efforts  to  brave  and  manly  opposition 
in  order  to  repair  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  untrac- 
table,  and  impatient  to  return.  Great  numbers  of 
them  have  gone  olf ;  in  some  instance; ,  almost  by 
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v'hole  regiments,  by  half  ones  and  by  compaine* 
at  a  time.  This  circumstance,  of  itsctf,,  indepen- 
dent of  others,  when  fronted  by  a  well-appointed 
enemy  superior  in  number  to  our  whole  collected 
force,  would  be  sufficiently  disagreeable :  but,  when 
their  example  has  infected  another  part  of  the  ar- 
my when  their  want  of  discipline,  ana  refusal  of 
almost  every  kind  of  restraint  and  government, 
liave  produced  a  like  conduct  but  too  common  to 
at  the  whole,  and  an  entire  disregard  of  the  order 
and  subordination  necciisary  to  the  well  doing  of 
an  army,  and  which  had  been  inculcated  before, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  our  jnilitary  establishment 
would  admit  of;  our  condition  is  still  more  alarms* 
ing  :  and  with  the  deepest  concern  I  am  obliged  to 
confess  my  v/ant  of  confidence  in  the  generality  of 
the  troops. 

"  All  th^se  circumstances  fully  confirm  the  o- 
pinion  I  ever  entertained,  and  which  I  more  than 
once  in  my  letters  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
to  Congress,  tliat  no  dependence  could  be  put  in  a. 
militia,  or  other  troops  than  those  enlisted  and  em- 
bodied for  a  longer  period  than  our  regulations 
heretofore  have  prescribed.  I  am  perniaded,  an4 
as  fully  convinced  as  I  am  of  any  one  fact  that  has 
bappencd,  that  04ir  liberties  must  of  necessity  be 
greatly  hazarded  if  not  entirely  lost,  if  theij  defence 
is  left  to  any  but  a  permanent  standing  army  ;  I 
mean,  one  to  exist  during  the  war.  Kor  would 
the  expense,  incident  to  the  support  of  such  a  body 
of  troops  as  would  be  competent  to  almost  everj  ; 
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exigency,  far  exceed  that  which  !«  daily  iiicurred 
by  calling  in  succour,  and  new"  enlistnrients,  whicJi 
wheii  eilected,  are  not  attended  with  any  good 
consequences.  Men  who  have  been  free  and  sub- 
ject to  no  control,  cannot  be  reduced  to  order  in  an 
instant  :  and  the  privileges  and  exemptions  they 
claim  and  will  have,  influence  tlie  cocdiict  of  oth- 
ers ;  and  the  aid  derived  from  them  is  nearly  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  disorder,  irregularity  and  confu- 
sion  they  occasion. 

"  I  cannot  find  that  the  bounty  of  ten  dollars  is 
likely  to  produce  the  desired  elTect.  Wiien  men 
C;in  get  double  that  sum  to  engage  for  a  moHth  or 
tvvo  in  the  militia,  and  that  militia  frequently 
called  out,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  The  addi- 
tion of  hind  might  have  a  considerable  infiucnce  ou 
a  permanent  enlistment." 


Letter  from  General  Walhington 

To  the  President  cf  Congress* 

Col.  Morris's,  on  the  Heights  of  Haerlem,  Septcm^ 
ber  24,  177t3. 

Sir, 

*^  FROM  the  hour3  allotted  to  sleep,  I  will  bcr. 
row  a  few  moments  to  convey  my  thoughts  on 
sundry  important  matterj^to  Congress.  I  shall  oU 
fer  th^m  with  tlie  sincerity  which  ought  to  char- 
acterise a  man  of  candojr,  and  with  the  freedom 
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wliich  may  be  used  in  giving  useful  informatioTi, 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  presumption, 

''  We  are  now,  as  it  were,  upon  the  eve  of  an- 
other dissolution  of  our  army  The  remembrance 
of  the  difficulties  which  happened  upon  the  occa- 
sion last  year,  the  consequences  which  migh  have 
follovved  the  change  if  proper  advantages  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy,  added  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
present  temper  and  situation  of  the  troops,  reflect 
but  a  gloomy  prospect  upon  the  appearances  of 
things  novv,  and  satisfy  me  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt,  that,  unless  some  speedy  and  elTcctual 
measures  are  adopted  by  CongTess,  our  cause  wiH 
be  lost. 

"  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  any  or  more  than 
a  trifling  ^art  of  this  army  will  again  engage  in 
the  service  on  the  encouragement  offered  by  Con- 
gress, when  men  And  that  their  townsmen  and 
companions  are  receiving  twenty,  thirty,  and  mors 
dollars,  for  a  few  months^  service  (which  is  truly 
the  case,)  it  cannot  be  expected  vi^ithout  using  com- 
pulsion }  and  to  force  them  into  the  service  would 
answer  no  valuable  purpose.  When  men  are  irri- 
tated, and  the  passions  inflamed,  they  fly  has-lily 
and  cheerfully  to  arras  ;  but  after  the  first  emo- 
tions are  over  *  *  %  a  soldier,  reasoned  with  up- 
on the  goodness  of  the  cause  he  is  engaged  in,  and 
the  inestimable  rights  he  is  contendiwg  for,  hears 
you  with  patience,  and  acknowledges  the  truth  of 
your  ol?servations,  but  adds^  that  it  is  of  no  more 
importance  to  him  th"3.a  -''le};?,      T.b.e  aHi^v^- 


jYiakes  you  the  same  reply,  with   thi?   further  re- 
mrk,   that  his  pay  will'  not  support  bim,  and  he 
cannot  ruin  himself  and  family  to  serve  his  conn- 
tr\%  when  every  meaiber  of  the  comrounity  is  e- 
q'jalh-  interested  ind  benefited  by  liis  labours-  *  *  * 
*•  It  becomes  evidently  clear  then,  that  as  this 
content  is  not  likely   to  be  the  work  of  a  day, — as 
the  sA-ar  must  be  carried  on    systematically,— and 
to  do  it  you  must  have  good  officers, — there   are, 
in  my  judgment,  no  cher  |  ossibb;  means  to  obtain 
them    but   by  establishing  your  army  upon  a  per- 
manent footing,  and  giving  your  officers  good  pay. 
Tliis  will  induce  gcnilemen  and  men  of  character 
to  engage  ;    and,  till  the  bulk  of  your  officers  are 
composed  of  such  persons  as  are  actuated  by  prin- 
ciples of  honor  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  you  have 
little  to  expect  from  them.     Tliey  ought  to  have 
such  allowances   as  v/ill  enable  them  to  live  like 
ftud  support  the  characters  of   gentlemen.  *  *  * 
Besides,  something  is  due  to  the  man  who  puts  his 
life  in  lyjur']  hands,  hazards  his   health,   und  for- 
gets the  sweets  of  domestic  enjoyment.     \Vhy  a 
captain  in  the  continental  service  should  receive 
210  more  than  five  shilings  currency    j>er   day   for 
performing  tl-e  same  duties  that  an  officer  of  tlie 
same  rank  in  the  British  service  receives  ten  shil- 
lings sterling  for,  I  never  could  conceive,  especially 
when  the  latter  is  provided  with  every    necessary 
he  requires  ur>on  the  Lest  terms,   and    the   former 
can  scarce  procure  them  at   any    rate.     There   is 
nothing  that  gives  a  maii  canscq^ii£nc.e  and  renders 
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him  fit  for  ccnmand,  like  a  Fiijipcrt  that  rendrxs 
him  indepei^dciit  of  every  body  but  the  state  he 
Efervcs. 

"  With  respect  to  the  men,  nothing  but  a  good 
bounty  can  obtain  them  upon  a  pern-.anent  estab- 
lishment ;  and  for  no  diorter  time  than  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  v/ar,  o.v.g[\t  l]iey  to  be  engaged  ; 
as  facts  incontestib!y  prove  tliat  the  difficulty  and 
cost  of  enlistments  increase  with  tii-ne.  When  the 
army  v/as  first  raised  at  Cambridge,  I  am  persua- 
ded  that  the  men  might  have  been  got,  without  a 
bounty,  for  the  war.  After  this  they  began  to  see. 
that  the  contest  was  not  likely  to  e^id  so  speedily 
as  was  imagined,  and  to  feel  their  consequence  by 
remarking,  that,  to  get  in  the  militia  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  many  towns  were  induced  to  give 
them  a  bount3^ 

"  Foreseeing  the  evils  resulting  from  this,  end 
the  destructive  consequences  whi«;h  nnavoidab?y 
would  follow  short  enlistments,  I  took  the  liberty 
m  a  long  letter  (date  not  ..ow  recollected,  as  my 
letter  book  is  not  Iiere}  to  recommend  the  enlist- 
ments for  and  during  the  war,  assigning  such  rea- 
sons for  it  as  experience  has  since'  convinced  me 
v/ere  well  foimded.  At  that  time,  twentv  dollars 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  liave  engaged  the'men  tir 
this  term.  But  it  will  not  do  to  look  back  :  and  if 
the  present  opportunity  is  slir-ped,  I  am  peraiadcd 
that  twelve  months  more  will  increase  ourdifficultics 
four-fold.  J  shall  therefore  take  the  freedom  of  givino- 
It  as  my  opinion,  that  a  good  bt^unt  v  be  immediate!  ?   I 


offered,  aided  by  the  prolfer  of  at  least  a  hundred, 
or  a  hundred  and  Hfty  acres  of  land,  and  a  suit  of 
clothes  and  bknket  to  each  non-conrinnissioued  of- 
ficer and  soldier ;  as  I  have  good  authority  tor  say- 
ing, that  hov/ever  high  the  men's  pay  may  appear, 
it  is  barely  sufficient,  in  the  preient  scarcity  ana 
deaniess  of  all  kinds  of  goods,  to  keep  them  in 
clothes,  much  less  alibrd  support  to  their  families. 

"  ]f  this  <?ncouragement  then  is  given  to  th^ 
men,  and  such  pay  allowed  the  officers  as  will  in, 
diice  gentleqen  of  character  and  liberal  ^enlim.ent? 
to  engage,  and  proper  care  and  precaution  used  in. 
the  nomination  (having  more  regard  to  the  char- 
acters of  persons  than  tine  T!umberx>i':men  they  caiv 
enlist,)  we  should  in  a  little  time  have  an  army 
able  to  cope  with  any  that  can  be  opposed  to  it, 
as  there  are  excellent  materials  to  form  one  out  of. 
But  vvhijje  the  only  merit  an  officer  possei-ses  is  Lis 
ability  to  raise  men,  wliiie  thoie  men  consider  ui^^d 
treat  him  as  an  equal,  and  (in  the  character  of  an 
officer)  regard  him  n-^^^iore  than  a  broomstick,  be- 
ing mixed  together  aV  one  common  herd,  no  order 
nor  discipline  can  prevail  ;  nor  will  the  otlicer 
ever  meet  with  that  re?pect  which  is  essciilially 
necessary  to  due  subordiiiatiorj. 

"  To  place  any  dependence  upon  militia,  J.:  ac^ 
suredly  resting  upoji  a  broken  starf— men  just 
dr-gged  from  the  tender  scenes  of  domestic  lile— 
unaccustomed  to  the  din  of  arm.s — totally  unac-* 
quainted  with  every  kind  of  military  skillj  v^  hich 
-beiiig  followed  by  ^  \\'^-t  of  co^ilicncc  \r,  -thenili; 
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Felves,^  wTien  opposed  to  troops  reo;ularIy  trained, 
disciplined,  and  appointed,  superior  in  knowledge, 
and  superior  in  arms,  make*  them  timid  and  ready- 
to  fly  from  their  own  shadows.  Besides,  the  sud- 
den change  in  their  manner  of  living  (particularly 
in  the  Jodgingj  brings  on  sickness  in  many,  impa- 
tience in  all,  and  such  an  unconquerable  desire  of 
returning  to  their  respective  honie.^',  that  it  not  on- 
ly produces  shameful  and  scandalous  desertions  a- 
mong  themselves,  but  infuses  the  like  spirit  into 
others. 

*'  Again;  men  accustomed  to  unbounded  free- 
dom and  no  control,  cannot  brook  the  restraint 
which  is  indisp^nsibly  necessary  to  the  good  order 
and  government  of  an  army  •  without  which,  11- 
c^ntiousness  and  every  kind  of  disorder  triumphant- 
ly reign.  To  bring  men  to  a  proper  degree  of  sub- 
ordination is  not  tlie  work  of  a  day,  a'month,  or 
even  a  year  ;  and  unhappily  for  us  and  the  cause 
we  are  engaged  in,the  little'discipline  I  have  been 
laboring  to  establish  in  the  army  under  my  imme- 
diate command,  is  in  a  manner  done  away,  by  hav- 
ing such  a  mixture  of  troops  as  h.ave  been  called 
together  within  these  iaw  months. 

*'  Relaxed  and  unfit  as  oar  rules  and  regulations 
of  \var  are  for  the  government  of  an  army,  the  mi- 
litia (those  properly  so  called  ;  for  of  these  we  have 
two  sort,  the  six-months-men,  and  those  sent  in  a? 
a  temporary  aid)  do  not  think  themselves  subject 
to  them',  and  therefore  take  liberties  which  thesoJ* 
dier  IS  p«iii.!3h4)d  for.     This  creates  jcabn-v  •    ]^l\\^ 
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oa?y  begets  dissatisfactions ;  and  these  by  degrees 
ripen  into  mutiny,  keeping;  the  whole  army  in  a 
confused  and  disordered  state  ;  rendering  the  time 
of  those  who  wish  to  2«e  regiilar'ty  and  good  or- 
der prevail,  more  nnhappy  tlian  words  can  des- 
cribe. Besides  this,  such  repeated  changes  take 
place,  that  all  arrangement  is  set  at  nought,  and 
the  constant  fluctuation  of  things  deranges  every 
plan  as  fast  as  adopted. 

"  These,  sir.  Congress  itiay  be  assured,  &re  but 
a  small  part  of  the  inconveniencies  which  might  bo 
eniimorated,  and  attributed  to  militia  :  but  there  is 
one  that  merits  particular  attention,  and  that  is  the 
expense.  Certain  I  am,  that  it  would  be  cheaper 
lo  keep  fifty  or  an  hundred  thousand  in  constant 
pay,  than  to  depend  upon  half  the  number.  2jr\\ 
suppij'  the  other  half  occa'.ionally  by  militia.  Tiie 
time  the  latter  are  in  pay  before  and  after  they  nre 
in  camp,  assemnliug  and  marching  ,•  the  waste  of 
ammunition,  the  consumption  of  stores,  which,,  in 
so'te  of  ever}'-  resolution  or  reqiiisition  of  Congress, 
they  must  be  furnished  with,  or  sent  hom>e  ;  added 
to  other  incidental  expences  consequent  upon  theiir 
coming  and  cond'jct  in  camp,  surpasses  all  idea, 
and  destroys  every  kind  of  regularity  and  econcmy 
which  you  could  establisli  among  fixed  and  settVd 
troops,  and  will,  in  my  cpinion,  prove  (if  Ihe 
scheme  is  adhered  to)  the  ruin  of  our  cause. 

*'  The  jealousies  of  a  standing  s.rmy,  and  tiie  f- 
vils  to  be  apprehended  from  one,  are  remrt«,  and, 
}'i  mj  judgment,  situated  and  cirouniitanced  as 
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we  are,  rxnt  at  all  to  be.  dreaded  :  but  the  conse- 
quence of  iviintiiig  one,  accordl.ng  to  my  ideas 
formed  from  the  present  view  of  things,  is' certain 
and  inevitable  ruin.  For,  if  I  was  called  upon  to 
declare  upon  oath,  whether  th^  militia  have  been 
most  serviceable  or  hurtful  upon  the  whole,  I 
should  subscribe  to  the  latter,  I  do  not  mean  by 
thiis,  however,  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  Congress : 
jn  so  doing,  ^  T  slxould  equally  condemn  my  own 
Bieasures,  if  did  not  my  judgment :  but  experience, 
which  is  the  best  criterion  to  work  by,  so  fully, 
elearlv  jind  decisively  reprobates  the  practice  of 
trusting  to  militia,  that  no  man  who  regards  or- 
der, regularity  and  economy,  or  who  has  any  re- 
gard  to  his  own  honour,  character,  or  peace  of 
snind,  will  risk  them  upon  this  issue.  *  *  * 

"•'  -An  army  formed  of  good  cihcers,  moves  like 
dock- work  ;  but  there  is  no  situation  on  earth  less 
enviable  nor  more  distressing  than  that  person's 
who  is  at  the  head  of  troops  who  are  regardless  of 
order  and  discipline,  and  who  are  unprovided  with 
almost  ever}'  necessary.  In  a  word,  the  ditficultie.'. 
which  have  iorever  surrounded  me  since  I  have 
hQQv^  in  the  service,  and  kept  my  mind  coJistantly 
upon  the  stretch — the  Vv'ounds  wiiich  my  feeliru^s 
(as  an  oflicer)  have  received  a-  thousand  things 
which  h;:*ve  happened  contrary  to  my  expectation  ■' 
and  wiJ'e.  -^  *  -^ — added  to  a  consciousness  of 
my  \\^h':\\\\v  to  govern  an  army  composed  of  such 
discor-.i,):!  jarts,  and  under  such  a  variety  of  intri-  1 
^cite  ai)d  perpiej^iiigciiGumstRUCes—- ixiduc'e  not  on?7  I 
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a  "belief,  but  a  thorough  conviction  in  niy  n^.ind, 
that  it  will  be  ImpoL-sible  ^unless  there  is  a  thorough 
change  in  our  military  eysteni)  for  me  to  conduct 
niatters  in  such  a  mannvr  as  to  give  satisfaction  to 
the  pubUc,  which  is  all  the  recompence  I  aim  at, 
or  ever  wished  for. 

"■  Before  I  conclude,  I  must  apologize  for  the  Ub- 
ertiea  taken  in  this  letter,  and  for  the  blots  and 
scratchin^s  therein,  not  having  time  to  give  it 
more  corrcctiy.  Vv  ith  truth  I  can  add,  that,  with 
evT-ry  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  your.s- 
fcnd  tiie  Congress 

most  obedient,  ojc. 

G.  W.'^ 


Letter  from  General  Waflilngton, 

To  the  Comvi'iitee  of  Cotigres'.  on  a  I'-sli  to  thz  Campj, 
Camp  at  the  Ciov#,  T-jI/  19,'  1777. 

Gr:,'TLEMEN, 

*'  The  little  notice  I  had  of  your  comir  j  ts  t>.e 
firrnVj  and  the  shortness  of  yotir  stay  in  camp,  \\\\i 
more  than  probably  occasion  the  omission  of  many 
matters,  which  of  riHit  ought  to  be  laid  before 
you  ;  and  the  interruption  v/hich  my  thoughts 
constantly  meet  by  a  variety  of  occurrences,  nioSt 
apologize  for  tlie  cude  and  indigested  munner  lu 
which  they  are  offered. 

-'  The  c.:>mu!etij]-i  of  the  contiacntal  rrgimentt*- 
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is  a  matter  of  ?ucli  infinite  in^portr.rcip,  tliat  I 
think  no  means  should  be  left  r.nes^ayed  lo  accr  m- 
plish  it.  Draughting  ivliere  llie  powers  of  gov. 
eminent  are  adequate,  would  be  the  speediest  and 
rflost  effectual,  but  if  it  should  b^lhougtit  uradvis- 
able  to  attempt  this  mode — next  to  it  I  would 
recommend  that  the  buj:'iness  of  recruiting  should 
he  taken  entireJv  out  of  tl;e  haiid?  of  the  cflicers  of 
,the  army,  and  that  each  state  should  appoint  fom.e 
person  of  known  activity  (one  for  instance,  who 
has  been  a  good  under-sheriff)  in  each  county  or 
township,  not  only  to  recruit,  but  to  appreiiend 
iieserters  :  these  persons  to  be  liberally  rewarded 
for  each  recrait,  and  deserter  whom  they  shall  de- 
liver, at  stated  periods  and  places,  to  oflicers  ap- 
pointed to  receive,  discipline,  and  march  tliem  to 
the  army  ;  none  of  these  recruiters  to  l»ave  tlie 
smallest  po\^  er  to  act  out  of  their  own  districts, 
hut  to  be  absolutely  ffxed  to  them. 

^  *'  A  rrK>de  of  tliis  kind  would,  in  my  humble  o- 
pinion,  be  Ie»s  burthensome  to  the  public  than  lie 
present ;  prevent  the  idle  habits  which  rrcruit!!  g 
officers  contract,  not  only  injurious  to  tlie n!sei\  es, 
hilt  to  others ;  the  most  tliectcal  means  which  cun  i 
be  devised  for  the  recovery  of  deserters;  the  surest  ^ 
way  of  keeping  your  regiments  of  equal  strength, 
and  of  making  the  duty  more  equal  in  the  detail 
of  it :  in  a  word,  many  valuable  advantages  would  j 
result  from  it,  whilst  i  can  suggest  but  oi  e  reason  j 
against  it ;  and  th^at,  (fully  satisliM  J  am)   wh(n  J 
lyeighed  in  the  scale  of  interest,  will  not  operate  , 
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I  mean,  the  keeping  so  many  oiTicers  in  tbecamp» 
\vho  mi^^il  be  spared  from  the  duties  of  the  field 
till  the  regiments  are  stronger  than  at  pree;ent. 
The  sixteen  additional  regiments  labour  under  such 
disad\^antages  in  iiome  stateS;  as  to  render  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
indispensab!/  necessary. 

"  Y7ith  respect  to  food,  comidering  we  are  in 
s.uch  an  extensive  and  abundant  country,  no  ar- 
my was  ever  worse  supplied  than  ours,  with  many 
evsential  articles  of  it.  Our  soldiers,  the  greatest 
pa?t  of  last  campaign  and  the  whole  of  this,  hayfe 
scarcely  tatted  any  kir.d  of  vegetables,  had  but  lit- 
tle salt  ;  and  vinegar  which  would  have  been  a 
tolerable  substitute  for  vegetables,  tliey  have  been 
in  a  great  measure  strangers  to.  Neither  have 
they  been  provided  with  proper  drink  ;  beer  or  ci- 
der seldom  comes  within  the  verge  of  the  camp, 
and  rum  in  much  too  small  quantities.  Thus,  to 
devouring  large  quantities  of  animal  food,  untem- 
pered  by  vegetables  or  vinegar,  or  by  any  kind  of 
drink  bat  water,  and  eating  indifferent  braad,  (but 
for  tliis,  a  remedy  i^:  provided)  are  to  be  ascribed 
the  many  putrid  diseases  incident  to  the  army,  and 
the  lamentable  mortality  tliat  attended  us  last  cam- 
paign. If  thc-e  evils  can  be  remedied,  the  ex- 
])ence  and  trouble  ought  not  to  be  obstacles. — 
Though  boni'i  kinds  of  vegetables  are  not  to  be  had, 
ethers  are,  which,  together  with  sour  croui  and 
vinegar,  mighb  easily  be  had,  if  proper  person^  ac- 
G'T?.:nted  wita  the  busLneiiS  w«re  employed  therein. 
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*'_Soap  is  another  article  in  great  deman^i,  the 
continental  allowance  is  too  sinall ;,  and,  dear  asi 
every  necessary  of  life  is  nov/ got,  a  soldier's' pay 
will  not  enable  him  to  purchase  ;  by  which  means 
his  consequent  dirtiness  adds  not  a  little  to  tliedis- 
eases  of  the  army. 

*•  I  have  no  reaSon  to  accuse  tlie  clothier  gene- 
ral of  inattention  to  his  department  ;  and  there- 
fore, as  his  supplies  are  incompetejit  to  the  wants 
of  the  army,  I  am  to   suppose   his  resources   are 
unequal.   ^  Ought  not  each  state  then  to  be  called 
upon  to  draw    such   supplies   from   the   country 
manufactories,  as  can  be  afforded  ?  particularly  of 
?hoes,  stockings,  shirts  and  blankets,  articles  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and  of  which  scarce  too  many 
can  be  provided ;  in  the  mean  while  every  provis- 
ion to  be  ra;iking,  for  clothing  the  troops  unifermlv 
and  warm  in  ^the  winter.     It  is   a   maxim  that 
ijeeds  no  illucidation,  that  nothing  can  be  of  more 
importance  in   an  army,  than  the  clothing  and 
feeding   it   well     On  these  the  health,   comfort 
and  spirits  of  the  soldiers  essentially  depend  ;  and 
it  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  the  American  army 
are  miserably  defective  in  b©th  these  respects.    The 
distress  most  of  them  are  in  for   v/ant  of  clothing 
is  painful  to  humanity,   disyjiriting  to  themielve", 
and  discouraging  to  every  otficer."  It  makes!  evt;- 
ly  pretention  to  the  preservation  of  cleanliness  im- 
possible, ex[)Oses  them  to  a  variety  of  disord^,  awd 
abates   or   destroys    that   military  'pride    without 
V/jiich  nothing  can  be  expected  from  any  ar^nv. 
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«  The  consequence  of  giving  rank  indiscnmately 
h  mucii  to  be  areadtl  :  great  dl-sa  ibfaction  Das  al- 
ready arisen  on  account  of  bestowing  thib  on  offi. 
cers  in  tiie  c  vil  departments  of  the  army,  on  the 
iuf  Tier  staff,  waggon- masters,  yc.  who,  by  cus- 
t  >nn,  propriety,  and  every  ether  moHve,  are  exclu- 
de I  froin  it  in  all  well  regulated  armies.  The  too 
great  liberality  practised  in  thisj  respect  will  des- 
troy the  pride  of  rank  where  it  ought  to  exist,  and 
WMi  n  't  only  render  it  cheap,  but  contemptible. 
It  is  the  policy  of  a'l  armies  to  make  it  valued  and 
respe-nei,  as  a  stimulus  to  emulation,  and  an  in- 
citement to  hold  anv]  gallant  undert:ikings ;  it  mu^t 
be  Vfry  unadvibeably  iherefore,  in  oor  infant  state 
of  war,  to  a  lopt  novel  customs  to  bring  it  into  dis- 
credit ;  wh.ch  ma-it  and  wjli  be  the  consequeoce 
of  m  tking  it  too  commo  ),  besides  the  disgust  it 
creates  in  otliers. 

"  An  auditor  of  accounts,  to  he  constantly  with 
the  army,  i»  aosolutely  ;cq  nsi'e.  It  is  ab?o!uie!y 
jinpo.sible  for  me,  crowded  as  i  am  vv ith  other  bu- 
fioess.  to  examine  aod  adjust  the  nomerous  com. 
p'ex  accounts  of  the  army  with  that  correctness 
the  publ.o  have  a  riglit  to  exj)€ct.  bef  )re  warrants 
pass  for  pay-nent  ,•  and,  without  doirg  it,  jrr.-alJ 
iiapositions  may  follow.  The  provisions  f<;r  ma- 
king regimental  pay  ma?*ers  regulate  all  regin)en. 
tal  ^c^)unts  is  altogether  incompetent  to  the  ei  d 
profJ||pi  from  it  ;  for  these  men  being  ;«ppo'nted 
generally  agreeab'e  to  the  recomineiida'ioi!  of  the 
litrid  officers  of  ihe  regiaiealo  they  beloLgtOi,  as- 
G 
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sociating  constantly  \vith  the  officers  of  their  ccrp<', 
and  in  a  great  measure  under  their  coritroiil  ;  can- 
not be  considered  as  suflicienily  uii influenced  ;  no? 
are  auditors  at  a  distance  from  the  army  of  much 
use,  as  it  would  require  a  delay  n^,t  admissible,  to 
send  accounts  to  them  to  audit  before  they  were 
passed  and  paid  in  consequence  of  warrants  iTom 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army. 

"  \  good  ge->gra[)her,  to  survey  the  roads  and 
take  sketches  of  the  country  where  the  army  is  to 
act,  would  be  extremely  useful,  and  niight  be  at- 
tended with  exceeding  valuable  consequences.  He 
inight  with  propriety  have  the  chief  direction  of 
the  guides,  ?<nd  must  have  a  head  to  procure,  gov- 
ern, and  pay  them.  If  such  a  person  should  be  ap* 
proved  of,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom.m^nd  Mr, 
Kobert  Ersklne,  wlio  is  tiioronghly  skilled  in  this 
Kusiness,  has  already  assisted  us  in  making  maps 
of  the  country,  and  has  (as  I  ajn  uiform-ed)  uni- 
formly supported  tlie  character  of  a  fast  frreud  to 
America. 

"  A  small  travelling  press,  to  follow  Tiead-quar- 
ters,  wouid  be  productive  of  many  eminent  advan- 
tage ■.  It  would  enable  ug  to  give  speedy  and  ex- 
a<.t  mformation  of  any  military  transactions  that 
take  place,  with  proper  comments  upo>n  tliem,  and 
thereby  frustrate  the  pernicious  tendency  of  ialse- 
hood  and  misrepresentation,  which,  in  my  ooinlon, 
of  whatever  complexion  they  may  be,  arajyi  the 
main,  dctriraentui  to  our  cause.  If  the  people  bad 
a  cliaimel  of  iateiligenee,  thsit,  from  its  ujuai  au*  ;| 


thentlclty,  thev  conld  look  up  to  v.  itli  conscience, 
tiiG/  miglil  ofterj  be  jHererved  from  tliat  despon- 
dency which  they  arc  apt  to  fail  into,  from  the  ex- 
Ag^eraled  pietivres  our  enemies  vavl  their  emissaries 
among  us  conimonly  Jraw  of  anv  misfortunes  we 
meet  with  —and  from  that  diffidence  of  truths  fa. 
vo-able  to  us,  which  they  most  naturally  feel  frona 
the  freqiieiit  deception  they  are  €xpscd  to,  by  the 
extravagant  colourings  onr  frieixl?  often  give  to  our 
successes.  It  would  also  be  very  i1^efol  to  dispatch 
i>ubiness  in  camp,  being  the  most  expcditioos 
ivieans  of  taking  cooies  of  orders  or  other  matters 
that  reqinre  to  be  dispersed,  arid  would  save  a  good 
.deal  in  returns  and  ether  papers  wc  a.re  often  cbligr 
^d  to  get  printed  m  PhihdeiphisL.  An  ingenious 
man  to  accompany  this  press.  aT;d  be  employed 
wholly  in  writing  for  it,  might  r«nder  it  singularly 
benencial. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  embarrassed  how  to  di<pofe 
iof  the  French  officers  in  general,  but  mere  especial- 
ly the  artillery  ofncers,  who  are  come  out  under 
the  sanction  of  a  compact.  I  can  think  of  no  oth- 
er way  than  that  of  forming  a  separate  c^^rps  d" 
them,  and  draughting  men  from  the  whole  line  to 
compoii.2  that  corps :  but  even  this  will  be  attend- 
ed with  niany  disagreeable  effects;  among  others, 
this  is  not  the  least,  that  officers  will  think  them^ 
delves  much  injured  to  have  tb.e  men  ther  have 
had  the  trouble  of  raising,  taken  from  them  and 
given  to  others.  There  is  something  in  this  which 
^<  discouraging,  and  breaks  the  soirit  of  a.  food  oCi 
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cer,  who  r>ri<l€s  himself  in  having  a  Ml  and  com- 
piste  corps. 

•'  A  dojbt  has  arisen,  whether  »  person  wh» 
te'ongs  to  any  of  toe  United  States  of  America, 
and  who  owed  alleii;ianceto  any  ol  the  said  states, 
-—that  went  to  the  enemy  some  time  pa^^t.  and 
since  that  time  has  been  lurking  about  any  of  the 
fortifications,  or  about  an)'*ot  t)ie  encai»)pment^:  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  plundering  and 
driving  off  cattle  to  the  enemy,  recruiting  for  them, 
or   eo  urn  iting  any  other  atrocious  crime,  or  who 

is  appointee  au  oflicer  in  the  enemy's  army can 

be  trie^  by  a  general  court-martial,  under  ilie  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  twenty-drst  of  Auo-uf^t, 
1T76.  and  punished  as  a  ^^y,  I  hav«  the  honour 
to  be,  occ. 

G.  W/» 

Correfpondenee  between  General  Wafh- 
ington  and  Gencr  jI  G:;ge,  reipcding 
the  bad  treat n.ent  of  prifoners. 

Litter  fr^m  h  j  Excelle  icy  G  ne^  I  d\i  h  ng   n,  to  Gen- 
eral G    t?. 

Head-Quarters  J  Cambridge,  August  11,  1775. 

Sm, 

*'  I  underst;  nd  that  the  officers  engaged  in  the 
cause  of  {ibert\  and  their  country,  who,  by 'tlie  for- 
tune of   war,  have  fallen  into  yonr   hat'db,  hav«  , 
k«ea  tiirowii  mdiijcriiiiinately  ijitoa  common  gaol,  i 


appyopnated  for  f^fons— that  no  consideration  has 
been  made  for  those  of  the  most  respectable  rank, 
when  languishing  with  wounds  ar.d  sickness— that 
fome  of  them  h^ve  been  amputated  in  this  unwor- 
tby  situation.  ^     ^ 

''  Let  V0U7  op'nion,  sir,  of  the  principle  which 
actur.tes  them,  t?  what  it  msy,  they  suppose  the/ 
act  from  the  noblest  of  all  principle-;,  a  Iov«  of  free- 
dom and  their  country.  But  political  opinion?,  I 
conceive,  are  foreign  to  this  point.  The  obliga- 
tions arising  from  the  right  of  humanity  ai:d  claims 
cf  rank,  ftre  universally  binding  and  extensive,-  ex- 
cept in  case  of  retaliation.  These,  I  should  have 
hoped,  would  have  dictated  a  more  tender  treat- 
^lent  cf  those  individuals,  whom  chance  or  war 
had  put  in  your  power.  Nor  can  I  forbear  sug- 
gesting its  f-^al  teneiency  to  widen  that  unhappy 
breach,  which  you,  and  those  ministers  under  whom 
you  act,  have  repeatedly  declared  you  wish  to  «ee 
forever  closed. 

*«  My  duty  now  makes  it  necessary  to  appris« 
you,  that  for  the  future,  I  shall  regulate  my  con- 
duct towards  those  gentlemen  of  your  army,  who 
.  are,  or  may  be  in  our  possession,  exactly  by  the 
rule  you  may  observe  tov.ards  those  of  ours  who 
may  be  in  your  custody. 

<'  If  severity  and  hardship  mark  the  line  of  yctcr 
conduct)  paintul  as  it  may  be  to  me)  yqur  prison- 
ers will  feel  its  effects  ;  but  if  Kindne^  arid  hu- 
manity are  she\^n  to  ou^,  I  shall,  with  pleasure* 
consider  those  in  our  h«-nda,  only  us  uiifortuoRle, 
Q  % 
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tfnd  they  shall  jecelve  froin  me  thit  treatment  W 
Which  the  unfortunate  urt-  ever  en'itied. 

*'  I  be^  to  ho  favored  witli  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  am,  sir, 

Your  very  hup^ilp  c^rvant, 

TT     -n        11  ^  ^'    Waj.HINCTON.'» 

His  JiXielUncy  Qeneral  Grge, 


«  Sir, 


ANSWER. 

Bo'fon,  August  13,  ir75. 


<'  rO  ^-le  f^Tory  of  civilized  nations,  human- 
ity and  u-ar  hiivp  been  coaipiitible  ;  and  compas- 
smn  to  the  subdued  is  becoaie  almost  a  general 
•ystem. 

*'  Britons,  ever  preeminent  in  mercy,  have  out- 
gone -on  m  on  examples,  and  overlooked  the  crim- 
iniMn  theciMtive  Upon  these  principles  your 
prisoners,  vhose  fves.  by  the  laws  of  the  land',  are 
dpotined  to  the  cord,  have  hitherto  been  treated 
With  care  and  kindness,  and  more  comfortably 
lodged,  than  the  king's  troons,  in  the  hospita's  ; 
i'vli-^criiTjinately,  it  is  trne,  for  I  acknowledge  no 
rank  that  is  not  derived  from  the  kintr. 

*'  My  ii)tHlifl;ence  from  your  army  would  justify 
sc/eri-  reorirunation.  1  underbtand  there  are i>ome 
©r  the  king's  faithful  subjects,  taken  some  time 
snce  b  1.1-  rebci:,  U{)Ouring  li.ce  i\egru  >i..i\e-  la 
g-iia  their   clAiiy   Bubsistence,  or  reduced  to  tUa 
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wretcTird  alternative,  to  perish  by  famine,  or  take 
Up  ttr>);  against  tbeir  k  n  and  conntry.  Tho-e, 
V  ho  have  made  the  treatment  o!  the  priFoner-j  in 
jnv  hai '  s,  or  of  your  other  friends  in  F'oston,  a 
p  etenoe  for  such  measures,  lound  barbarity  upon 
falsehood. 

"  I  wo'Id  willingly  hope,  sir,  that  the  senti. 
ments  of  liberality  which  1  have  always  believed 
you  to  po  s  s,  vvill  be  exerted  to  correct  their  mis- 
doings. Be  temperate  in  poIitic:il  disquisitions; 
give  free  operation  to  iruth,and  punish  th^se  who 
deceive  and  mi.-reprerent  ;  and  not  only  tiie  effects, 
but  tiie  can  e^  of  this  unhappy  conflict  will  soon 
be  removed. 

*'  Slv.uld  those,  under  who'ie  usurped  aiJthority 
yon  act,  contr:>ul  such  a  dispo!«itior).  and  dare  to  cull 
severity  leta'iation,  to  God,  who  knows  all  hearts, 
be  the  a,>pea!  for  the  dreadful  consequences.  I 
trust,  tha-;  British  sold.ers,  asserting  the  rights  <  f 
thes.are,  the  lawsoft'ie  Uni.the  being  of  the  con- 
stitution, will  meet  ail  events  with  btcoming  for- 
t  tude.  They  will  court  victory  with  the  spirit 
their  cause  inspires,  and  from  the  same  motive, 
>s  ill  find  the  patience  ot  martyrs  under  mislor- 
tnne. 

"  Till  I  rfad  your  insinuations  in  rf gard  to  min- 
isters, 1  conceived  that  1  acted  under  the  king  ; 
whose  wishes,  it  is  true,  a^  well  as  those  of  his 
ministers,  and  of  every  honest  man,  have  been  to 
see  til  s  m.happv  breach  'orever  closed  ■  but  unf  t- 
tuii^tely  fur  botU  countri«;s^  thu^e  who  h%ye  long 


y 


80  Bhgr.^.plkal  llemoJrs  cf 

since  projected  the  present  crisis,  and  influence  th« 
councils  of  America,  have  views  very  distant  from 
aconamodation.     I  ani,  sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

TnOMAfc   GAGt.'* 

George  WasJungfQJij  Esq, 

REPLY. 

Head-Quarter t^  Camhr'tJge^  "jj! 
''  ylugmt  19,  1775.3 
^-  Sir, 

"  I  addressed  you  on  the  II th  instant,  \r\ 
'terms  which  gave  the  fairest  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  th:\t  hununity  and  jioliteness,  which  were  sup- 
posed to  form  a  part  of  your  character.  I  remon- 
strated with  you  on  the  unworthy  treatment  shewn 
to  the  otlicers  and  citizens  of  America,  whom  the 
fortune  of  war,  chance,  or  v^  mistaken  confidence, 
had  thrown  into  your  hanis. 

'<  Wliether  British  cr  American  mercy,  forti- 
tude and  patience,  are  most  pre-eminent— whether 
our  virtuous  citizens,  whom  the  hand  of  tyranny 
has  forced  into  arms,  to  defend  their  wives,  their 
children,  and  their  property,  or  the  mercenary  in- 
struments of  lawless  domination,  avarice  and  re- 
venge, best  deserve  the  appellation  of  rebels,  and 
the  punishment  of  that  cord,  which  your  affected 
clemency  has  forborn  to  inflict— whether  the  au- 
thority under  which  I  act,  is  usurped,  or  founded 
oa  the  genuine  principles  of  liberty,  were  alto^eth.» 
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er  foreign  to'the  subject.  I  puruosely  avoided  all 
politic il  di->qui-itlon;  nor  shall  I  iiovv^  avail  myself 
of  tlio-e  a  !vaTita^es,  which  the  sat-red  cause  of  my 
country,  of  hberly  and  human  nature,  give  me  o- 
ver  you;  much  less  shall  \  stoop  to  retort  any  in- 
vecti\^e.  But  .he  ir.'.eiligence,  yeu  say  you  have 
receivej  fro  u  ojr  ar.nv,  requires  a  rc-jly.  1  have 
ta^eti  time,  sir,  to  make  a  strict  enquiry,  and  find 
tint  it  hit  not  the  leadt  oundation  in  ra  h.  Not 
only  your  oui^'ers  and  soldiers  have  been  treated 
M  i  h  a  tenderness  due  to  feilow  citizens  and 
breHiren,  bj'i  even  those  extx^rable  parricides, 
who-e  CO  iMciis  and  a'-d  have  deluged  t  leir  coun- 
tr\-  .n  blood,  have  been  pfo°:eclel  from  the  fu- 
ry of  a  j  -sMy  en'ajcl  ■jeo^li\  Far  fr  jm  compeU  r.g 
or  p?riii.tl:ing  their  a-s  s  ance,  I  am  embarrassed 
with  tiie  nuaib'^r  who  crowd  to  our  camp,  anima^ 
ted  vvith  the  ourest  princ  pies  of  virtue  and  !ov« 
of  rheir  country.  You  advise  me  to  give  free  ope« 
r-tc'oo  CO  tiUth  ;  to  punish  misrepresentacion  and 
fa[^chooJ.  'f  ex^)erieiiceo;,amj.s  value  upon  coun- 
SCi.  yoi!"^  nui-i  hAve  a  weight  wh  ch  few  can 
cUim  Y^:>u  be~t  cai»  tell  how  far  thr  convulsion, 
which  hA'  bro'iglit  sJich  ruin  on  both  countries, 
and  stiaken  the  mighty  empire  of  Hri  am  to  I'i 
fouiiUation,  may  b«^iraced  to  inete  malignant  CdU. 
se  . 

••  Yoo  affejt,  s'r,  to  despise  all  rank,  not  derived 
from  die  -x  ne  -ource  witii  your  ovvn.  1  cannot 
conceive  one  mor«  houou.abl^,  than  that  whic'd 
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re?.son,  and  censuring  the  inhuman  practlca.  T-^ 
historidni  of  the  -im  rcaii  w^r  hive  u.ii'on-nly 
represenled  the  oa^e  of  .Vlxj^r  Anrlre  a^  an  exaiu^ 
pie  of  in.1,1  nia  mirier  0*1  the  part  ot  Amehcfi. 
On  this  0  3o:isic),i  General  vVtUi  n^ltn  sacriuctl 
hU  ovvn  feelings,  to  the  -  necessities  of  inexorat^Le 
justice."  Tiie  sen.eaoe  was  praiounced  with 
mull  hssltAtian,  aad,  at  its  execution,  he  was 
seen  to  shed  tears — Nor  is  it  necessary  for  ur,  to  re- 
mind them  of  h;s  fortitude  to  wilh:,ttirid  the  threa^^s, 
or  vircue  to  scorn  the  bribes  of  the  emissaries  of  t:ie 
British  Cabinet,  fn  one  un  form  principle  of  pru- 
dence and  WiSdom  seemj  to  iiave  reguhted  ever/ 
transaction  of  his  life. 

Whea  General  Wa-dnngton  received  the  joyful 
intelligence  of  peace,  he  expressed  himself  to'the 
army  who  had  accompanied  h  m  through  the  dan- 
gers, toils  and  difficulties  of  this  glorious  struggle, 
in  the  following  address  ; 

ORDERS 

Issued  hy  General  IVashnii^ton^  to  the  armi/, 

Head-Quarters,  April  18,  1783, 

'THE  Commander  in  Chief  orders  the  cessatioa 
of  hostilities  between  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  the  King  of  Grfat-Britain,  to  be  publici/ 
proclaimed  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  the 
new  building  ;  and  that  the  proclamation,  which 
will  be  conQiiJuiiicated  herswitb,  be  read  to-morrovy 
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rrcning  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  and  corps 
of  trie  itrmy  ;  aiUr  which  the  chap'a'ns,  u  ith  the 
several  brigades,  will  render  thaiiKs  to  the  Al- 
mighty God  for  all  his  mercies,  particularly  for  hia 
over-raiing  the  wrath  of  man  to  his  ovvn  giory, 
til  J  causing  the  rage  of  war  to  cea^e  a;nong  nations, 
*•  Although  the  proclamation,  before  alluded  to, 
extendi  only  to  the  prohibit  on  of  ho:tiii;tiei  and 
not  to  the  annunciation  of  a  general  peace,  yet  it 
mast  aiTjrd  the  ^nost  ratiana  and  sincere  satisfac- 
tion "o  every  benevolent  mind,  as  it  puts  a  period 
to  a  long  a  d oubtfui  contest,  stops  the  eifusion  of 
humun  blood  opens  the  prospect  to  a  more  splen- 
did scene,  a  'd,  dive  anoth'.r  morning  star,  promises 
the  approach  of  br"ghler  days  than  hath  hitherto 
ilhuTiinated  h^  Western  Hemisphere.  On  such  a 
happy  dcy,  wh  ch  is  the  harbinger  of  peace,  a  day 
which  coiiif>!ftes  the  eig'ith  year  of  the  war,  it 
would  be  ingratitude  not  to  r  joice  :  it  uould  be 
insensibility  not  to  participate  in  the  general  feuci- 

"  The  Commander  in  Chief,  far  from  endeavor- 
ing to  stille  the  feelings  of  joy  in  his  own  bosom, 
ofters  his  most  cordial  congratulations  on  the  occa- 

!  jion  to  all  the  officers  of  every  denomination  ;  to 
all  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  general ;  and, 

,  in  parliculj-.r,  to  those  gallant  and  |jersf  vering  men 

!  v'ho  had  re>olved  to  deien.d  the  rights  of  their  in- 
^iled  couiitry,  so  long  as  the  war  should  continue. 

I  For  these  are  the  men  who  ought  to  be  considered 
ai)  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  Americaii  armv  ;  aiid 
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rea'5on,  and  censur  nj  the  iThuman  practice.  T'^ 
historlain  oi  the  Am  r. can  wi,r  hive  ii.iifbrm'/ 
represealed  rhf»  oa^e  or'  iVlxj^r  Andre  as  an  exaai«i 
pie  of  in.vi ma  imrier  0,1  t!ie  part  01  America. 
On  this  03c:4sia  1  Geii'9ral  Wi^i  n^lin  sacriuetl 
his  ovvn  teelin^s,  to  the  ^*  nejessities  of  inexorable 
justice."  Tile  sentence  was  pr:)ioiinced  with 
m  loli  hssitatian,  and,  at  its  execution,  he  was 
seen  to  shed  tears— Nor  is  it  neceirsary  for  ur,  to  re- 
mind them  of  h;s  fortitude  to  wilh;>tiind  the  threads, 
or  virtue  to  scorn  the  bribes  of  the  eaiissaries  of  tlie 
British  Cat)inet,  f)r  one  u;i  form  principle  of  pru- 
dence and  WiSdom  seemj  to  iiave  reguhted  ever/ 
transaction  of  his  life. 

When  General  vVafdiington  received  the  jovful 
inteliigcnce  of  peace,  he  exprcbsed  himself  to  the 
arm/  who  had  accarnpanierl  him  through  the  dan- 
gers, toils  and  difficulties  of  this  glorious  struggle, 
in  the  following  address  ; 

ORDERS 

Issued  by  General  IVash'ington^  to  the  army, 

Head-Quarters,  April  18,  IT 83, 

THE  Commander  in  Chief  orders  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  between  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  to  be  public!/ 
proclaimed  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  the 
new  building  ;  and  that  the  proclamation,  which 
will  be  conamunicated  herewith,  be  read  iQ-mono^ff 
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erening  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  and  corps 
of  trie  itrniy  ;  alUr  which  the  chap'a"ns,  ^^  ith  the 
several  brigades,  will  render  thanKs  to  the  AU 
naighty  God  for  all  his  noercie?,  particularly  for  hia 
over-raiing  the  wrath  of  man  to  his  Ovs^n  glory, 
ftn  J  causing  the  rage  of  war  to  cease  among  nations. 
*•  Although  the  proclamation,  before  alluded  to, 
extendo  only  to  the  prohibit  on  of  hoitiii.'tiei.  and 
Tiot  to  the  annunciation  of  a  general  peace,  yet  it 
must  aifjrd  the  inost  rationa  and  sincere  satisfac- 
tion ^o  every  benevolent  mir.d,  as  it  puts  a  period 
to  a  long  a  d  jubtfu!  content,  stops  the  effusion  of 
hinnun  blood  opens  the  prospect  to  a  more  splen- 
did scene,  a.d,  dive  anoth'T  morning  star,  promises 
the  approach  of  br"ghler  days  than  hath  hitherto 
illinninated  h\  Western  Hemiophere.  On  such  a 
happy  dcy,  wh  ch  is  the  harbinger  of  peace,  a  day 
which  coiiif^letes  the  eiglith  year  of  the  war,  it 
would  be  ingratitude  not  to  r  joice  :  it  would  be 
insensibility  not  to  participate  in  the  general  felici- 

"  The  Commander  In  Chief,  far  from  endeavor- 
ing to  stiile  the  feehngs  of  joy  in  his  own  bosom, 
offers  his  mo;t  cordial  congratulations  on  the  occa- 
sit3n  to  all  the  olTice.'-s  of  every  denomination  ;  to 
all  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  general ;  and, 
in  parlicuh^.r,  to  those  gallant  and  persevering  men 
who  had  resolved  to  defen.d  the  rights  of  their  in- 
vaded country,  so  long  as  the  war  should  continue. 
For  these  are  the  men  who  ought  to  be  considered 
ao  the  pride  aud  boa^t  of  the  Americwi  armv  ;  aizd 
K 
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who  crowned,  with  wcli-earred  laurels,  iT:!iy  ?oon 
withdraw  from  tht  field  of  s^lory  to  the  more  tran- 
quil walks  of  civil  jife.  While  the  Coturaander 
in  Chief  recollects  t'hc  almost  infinite  variety  of 
scenes  tlirougli  v/hich  we  have  past,  with  a  mix- 
tiire  of  pleasure,  astonishment,  and  gratitude  ; 
while  he  contemplates  the  pro?pect  before  us  with 
ra/tiire,  he  cannot  help  -w  ibhiupj  that  all  the  brave 
men,  of  whatever  condition  they  may  be,  who 
have  shared  the  toils  and  dangers  of  efTecting  this 
glorious  revolution  ;  of  rescuing  millions  froai  the 
hand  of  oppression,  and  of  laying  the  foundation 
of  a  g;reat  empire,  might  be  impressed  with,  a  prop- 
er idea  of  the  dignihed  part  they  have  been  called 
to  act,  under  the  smiles  of  Frovidence,  on  the  stage 
of  human  aflairs  ;  fur  hapny,  thrice  happy  shail 
taliey  be  pYonounced  hereafter,  who  have  contribu- 
ted any  thing,  who  have  performed  the  meanest 
efHce  in  erecting  this  stupendous  faekic  op  fkee- 
DOM  AND  ET.iFERE  OH  the  bro^id  basis  of  independen- 
■  ty  ;  who  have  assisted  in  prctecti.ng  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  and  estubiishing  an  asylum  for  the  jj 
poor  and  oppressed  of  all  nations  and  relio-ions.-^  3j 
The  glorious  task  for  which  we  at  first  fiew  to  Ij 
arms  being  accomplished— the  Uber.ties  of  our  ccun-  i 
try  being  fuUv  acknowlec'gcd  and  hrmly  secured 
by  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  the  purity  of  our  cause, 
tnni  the  lioncst  exfrtions  of  a  feeble  people,  deter- 
mined to  be  free,  against  a  powerful  nation  dispos- 
ed to  opj)res3  them  ;  and  the  character  of  those, 
VfliQ  hav'v'  persevered  through  every  extremity  of| 
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har  l^blp,  suft^ring,  and  danger,  being  in^morta.izc. 
by  the  illustrio'js  aupeUation  of  the  p.imt  crmy, 
nothlncr    now  remains  but  for  the  actors  of  t.iis 
mi-!.;; scene  to  preserve  a  perfect  unvarying  con- 
.ist^ncv  of  character  through  the  very  la.t  act,  to 
close  the  drama  with  applause  ;  and  to  retire  irorn 
the  military  theatre  with  the  same  appro bationot 
ar-'>l^  and  men  which  have  crov/n&d  ali  tiieir  fo> 
r4  virtuous  actions.     For  this  purpose    no  disor- 
der  or  licentiousness   must   be   tolerated.— i^very 
con^iderate  and  well-disposed  soldier  must  remem- 
ber it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  wait  wita  pa- 
tience until   peace   shall  be  declared,  or  Congress 
shall  be  enabled  to  take  proper  aieasures  for  the  .e- 
enrity  of  tlie  public  stores,  &c.     As  soon  as  these 
aTin^emonts  shall  be  made,  the  General  is  confi- 
tot,^here  will  be  no  deky  in  dl.charg;ing,  with 
-verv^mark  of  distinction  and  honor,  all  tue  men 
i   enUsiied  tor  the  war,  who  will  then  have  fuithmU 
H-  performed  their  engagements  with  the   pu.nic. 
the  General  has  already  interested  himself  in  their 
b-half,  and  he  thinks  he  neci  not  repeat   tne  as- 
Soranee  of  his  disposition  to  be  useful  to  them  «n 
the  pre^-ent  aud  everv  other  proper  occasion,     in 
the  mean  time,  he  is  determined  that  no  mditary 
tieglects  or  excesses  shall  go  unpunisheu  wlule  He 
retains  the  com.mand  of  the  army. 

'•  The  Adjutant-General  will  have  such  work- 
ino-  parties  detached,  to  assist  in  making  tt\e  pre- 
p^ations  for  a  general  reioicing,  as  the  chief  Kn- 
giueer  with  the  army  ^Inll  cdl  for;  and  Uv.  kixx^u 
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ter  Master-General  will,  without  delav,  procnr^ 
fiucl.  a  nu-nber  of  di,.harge..  to  be  printed  as  wJil 
be  suftcient  lor  aij  the  nieri  enlisted  for  the  war- 
i^e  ^..i!!  p-eace  to  apply  to  heud-quariers  for  the 
^rm.—An  extra  ration  of  lienor  to  be  issued  to  ev- 
^y  man  to  rnorro-.y  to  dri,>k,  -  Perpetual  Peace 
and  rlappuiess  to  the  United  States  of  America  » 

The  folbvvjng  resolutions  were  passed  bv  Coru 

gress,  on  the  ?th  of  August,  i 783,  viz. 

;'BY  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

In  Congress  assembled. 
en",  ^''^''^  " '''  "''"'^-^■'  '^"^   ^^^'-^^  ^^^'"S  P'-es. 

w/k™*'^^.^"  I^qt^e^trian  Statue  ef  General 
Wasmngton  be  eree.ed  at  the  place  where  the 
re.ide^ce  of  Congress  shall  be  established  • 

-  RcKhcd  That  the  statote,  be  of  bronze,  the 
General  to  be  represeiUed  in  a  Roman  dress,  hold- 
ing  a   truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  head 
encircled  m  a  laurel  wreath  ;  the  statute  to  be  sup! 
por.ed  by  a  marb'e  pedestal,  on  which  are  to  be 
ie;.resented,  in  basso  rehevo,  the  following  princi, 
pal  events  of  the  war,  in  which  General  Wa  hinff- 
tor,  commanded  in  person,  ^:^    The  Evacuation  of 
Boston      The  Capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Tr.ntoa 
—  The  Battle  ot    Pnnceton -The  action  of  Mon. 
mouih  -ana  the  surrender  of   York.      On  the  up 
per  part  of  the  front  of  the  i^cde^tai  to  be  eii^rjived 
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as  follows  ;  "  The  United  States  in  Congress  as. 
sembled,  ordered  this  statute  to  be  erectud  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1783,  in  the  honour  of  George^ 
\Vashington,  the  ilhistrious  commander  in  chitf  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  du- 
ring the  war,  which  vindicated  and  secured  their 
liberty,  sovereignty  and  inde^>endence." 

'*  Res:.hved,  Tl:a't  a  statwe  conformable  to  tbe^a- 
bove  plan,  be  executed  by  the  best  artist^  in  Eu- 
rope, under  the  ^uper'ntendance  of  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  \'ereailles,  and 
that  money  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  the  same, 
be  furnished  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

"■  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Congress  trans- 
i-r>lt  to  tt^e  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  Veri^ailtes,  the  best  resemblance  of  General 
V/anhin^ton  that  can  be  procured,  for  the  purpose 
o^  luviiio;  the  above  statute  erected,  togetlier  with 
the  fittest  description  of  the  events  wiiich  are  to 
%(i  the  subject  oi  the  basso  relievo." 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1783,  General  Wash- 
ington, at  the  request  of  Congress,  i^roceeded  to 
PrTnceton-  where  the  Congress  v/as  then  sitting, 
and  being  introdnccd  by  two  members,  th»  Presi- 
dent addressed  hirn  as  follows,  'vh, 

"  Sir, 

"  CONGRESS  feel  particular  pleasure  in  see- 
iDl  your  Excellencr,  and  i«  congratulating  you  or, 
H  2  ' 
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the  snccess  of  a  war  in  which  you  have  acted  so 

conspicuous  a  part : 

*'  It  ha?  been  the  sInguW  happiness  of  the  XJ- 
tiited  States,  that  duririg  a  war  so  long,  so  dano-er- 
ous  and  so  important,  Pn  vidence  has    been    ?ra. 
eiousiy  pleased  to  preserve  the   hTe  of  a  -eneral, 
who  has  merited  and  possessed  the  uninterrupted 
co'.hdence  and  affection  of  his  fe!iow-citizens.     In 
other   nations,   many  liave  performed  jiervices  for 
which  tiiey  have  dc-ierved  and  received  the  thanks 
of  the  pubhc  ;  but  to  you     sir,   pecuhar   praise   is 
due  :  your  services  have  been  essential  in  acquiring- 
and  estabHsiiini^  the  freedom  aud  i.idependence  o'f 
your  couMtry  ;  they  deserve  the  grateiul  acknowl- 
€dg nent  of  a  free  and  indeoendent  nation  ;    tho^^e 
acknowledgments  Conpress  iuve  the   satisaiction 
Of  expressing  to  your  Excellency. 

*'  Hostilities  have  now  ceased,  but  yom  coun- 
try still  needs  you  services ;  siie  wishes  to  avail 
herself  of  your  talents  in  forming  the  arrangement? 
which  will  be  neccbsary  for  her  in  the  time  of 
peace;  for  this  reason,  your  attendance  at  Congress 
has  been  requested.  A  Committe  is  appointed  to 
confer  with  your  Excellency,  and  to  receive  your 
assi  tance  in  preparing  and  adjisting  ^Ijvws  rela- 
tive to  thoi^e  important  object^/* 
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To  luh'ch  hh  Erce^.ltficy  mads  t/i;  folkivh.g 

K  £  P  I.  Y 

«  Mr.  Pr.'su^enf, 

<*  T  AM  too  ^en<^iWe  of  tT»e  honoural^^p  rpcop 
t'on  T  l.ave  now  ex.>fcrieiKed,  rot  \o  be  per.etralel 
with  the  deei)est  fee'■!ng^  of  gratitude. 

<'  Notwithstanding  Congres'--  app'  ar  to  estir>c;M 
the  value  of  mv  life  hevoi  d  anv  cervices  1  have 
been  ab'e  to  render  the  United  Fta'e^,  ^et  1  must 
be  p-^rmitted  to  consider  the  wi.v.om  av;d  r.iipn'm. 
itv  of  our  national  councils,  tl  e  firnn.es  of  mr  «-.t. 
izens  and  the  patience  ai.d  bravery  of  our  troops 
v'hich  have  prodiK-ed  so  happy  a  tf rm.nar.on  (.f 
tVie  war,  as  the  most  conspicuous  elTta  oi  the  iJi- 
vine  interposition,  and  tlie  surest  preage  of  ov.rfu, 
tiirehaj)r>in€ss 

*' Highly  g'-arinci  by  th;e  favorable  scixtimer^S 
which  Cono;re:b  ^ire  pleased  to  expros-  of  nny  pt-t 
conduct,  and  arrp'y  rewarded  by  the  coriiau.ce 
and  affcctu.n  of  mv  felbw-citizens,  I  cai.nct  hea- 
ta^«  to  -onirihute  mv  ber-t  endeavours  touards  the 
e-abh^^.ment  of  die  natioirai  srmrity  in  v^  hatevcr 
nia^r-er  the  sov-re  £rf>  [Wver  n  ay  think  proper  to 
tircTt  until  tlie  ranfca^iov.  of  the  definitive  ne.t/ 
of  Mea'cc,  or  the  hnal  eva.  u^^tion  of  oor  country  'y 
the  Brifsh  forces  :  after  either  of  whudi  events  i 
3h:i!l  ask  per-.nisiiion  to  retire  to  the  pei^ceful  shade 
#fpr:vj'-hre. 

*'  P«aai»o,  a .,  lio  acc**ljn  may  offvr  niore  ouit* 
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atle  than  the  present,  to  express  my  humble  tbanlc« 

ocen^pleaitd  to  conrer  upon  me  in  the  course  of  the 
After  the  final  conclusion  of  the  peace  in  I  rp» 

«rj-:tArr'f'"^''  '^  co4S  ooto :; 

up  n  oZ;  I  Vvr'"'''^So°f  the  army  :  .vhcre. 

--s^hrrL:^:------ 

Gencral^  Waaington's  farewell  Orders, 

2-"  ^«  .^-raV,  o/,^,  t'/z^W  J/c,-to. 

Rochy-HiU,  mar  P;mKton,\ 
THw  TT  V  J  o  Ntniemhcr  2,  1 183.  j" 

tcr  „^;;;.^T        ^*''r'"  Congress  ...embioc^r. 

till         ■      '""'^^'''-''avirg  though?  proper  bJ 

tere  ewaL  r  :[^'  '"'^'  ^"*  "'   ^"^^  '™«P« '« 
cer.  on  furlough  to  ret, re  from  service,  from  and  af.     J 
ver  to-inorrov,  which  proclamation  havir."  bee  ,     ' 


communicated   in  the  pMblic  paper::;  for  the  infor- 
ma  ion  and  g  )vernment  of  all  ooncerned  ;  it  only 
re.nains  for  tlie  coaimandei  in  chief  to  addrebs  liiin- 
se'f  once  more,  and  that  lor  tlie  la-t  time,  to  tii^ 
armies  of  the  United  States  ^however  widely  dis- 
persed  the  individuals  wh«  composed  ttiein  maf 
le,  and  h'A  them  an  affectionate— a  long  farewelU 
Rut   before  the  commander  in  chief  take^  h:t 
final  leave  of  those  he  holds  most  dear,  he  wishet 
to  induige  hiin-elf  a  ftw  moments  m  caliing  to 
ir.iiid  a  siiglit  review   of   the  pa^t — he  wihuien 
tnke  the  liberty  of  exploring,    v.-ith  his  military 
fiends,  their  fjture  prasj  ects ;  of  advising  the  gen. 
€rai  hiiC  of  conduct    which,  in  his  opinion,  obglife 
to  be  pursue  i  ;  and  he  will  conclude  the  addre^^s, 
I  \i\r  exores:<ingtheoi)l;gations  he  feeis  him  .elf  ui-der 
I  for  tlie  :p  i  ed  and  aiie  assistance  he  ha?  exj^erien- 
I  c^d  fro^n  them,  in  the  performance  of  an  arduous 
I   office. 

A  contemplation  of  the  complete  attainment, 
at  a  period  earlier  than  could  huve  been  expected, 
of  the  objjci  for  which  we  contended,  against  so 
formidable  a  power,  cannot  but  ins[  ire  us  with 
astonish'nent  and  gratituoe.  The  disadvantageous 
circumstances  on  our  part,  under  which  the  war 
was  undertaken,  can  never  be  forgot te.'.  The  sin- 
gular inlerpOoitioDS  of  Providence,  in  our  feeble 
condition,  were  sueh  as  could  -curcely  escape  the 
attention  of  the  most  unobserving  ;  while  the  un- 
pa-alielled  perseverance  of  the  aririei^  of  the  Urited 
States,  tlirough  ahnust  everj  possible  !Dufrerii>g  and 
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discouragement,  for  the  space  of  eight  loiij;  yearj, 
WAS  little  short  of  a  standing;  iTi.iracle. 

It  IS  not  the  meanij)^,  nor  within  the  ooi-npass 
of  this  address,  to  detail  the  hardships  pecidiarjy 
incideDt  to  our  service,  or  to  de.^cribe  the  distresses, 
which,  in  several  inst?.nce.s.,  iiave  resuhed  froQitho 
extremes  of  hunger  and  nakedness,  combined  with 
the  rigors  of  an  inclement  season;  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary to  dwell  on  the  dark  side  of  our  past  aiK.irs. 
Every  American  officer  and  soldier  must  now  con- 
sole himself  for  any  unp'eas'int  circumstances  which 
may   have  occuned  by  the  recollection  of  the  un^ 
common  scenes  in  which  he  has  been  called  to  act 
no  LnglorloLis  part,  and  the  astonishing  evei^ts  of 
which  he  has  been  a  v/itness ;  events  which  have 
seldom,^  if  ever    bffore,  taken  place  before  on  the 
stage  of  human  action,  nor  can  thev  probably  ever 
happen  again.     For,   who  has  before  seen  a  disei- 
phj.ed  arxny  formed  at  once  from  such  raw  r.iate- 
rials  ?   Who  that  war  no;-  a  witness,  could  imagine, 
that  tlie  most  violent  local  prejudices  v/oidd  cease 
?o  soon,  and  that  men  who  came  from  the  diffef- 
€nt  parts  of  the  continent  stroj^gly  di  posed,  by  th-3 
dibits   of  edQcad>n,   to  despise  and  qnarrelVith 
«ac;i  other,  won!.]  instantly  become   but  one  pat- 
rietic  band  of  brothers  ?  or  who  that  was  not  on 
tlie  spot,  can  trace  the  stepo,   by^    which   such   a 
woriderful  revolution  has  been 'effected,  and  such 
a  glorious  period  put  to  all  cnr  warlike  toils  ?  - 

H  IS  universahv  ackiiowledged  ihat  the  enlarged 
prospects  of  happiness,  opened^  by  the  confirmatloji 
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cf  our  Indepci^dei^ceard  rovercinnty,  aln^Qct  excefd 
the  po^^  er  of  description  :  ard  sball  rot  tne  br;Ave 
men  wbo  have  ccntribated  ro  e-ent.aby  to  these 
ire^timable   acquisitions,   retiring  vxlonous  from 
the  ?eld  of  war  to  the  lie!d  of  agriculture.  parLci-- 
pate  in  all  the  blessings  which  have  been  obtained  t. 
In  such  a  republic,  who  wiirexcUide  Ihem  fron:  .r.e 
rights  of  citizens,  and  the  fri^its  of  their  .abours  ? 
Invuoliacountry,so  happily  circ-.m.SuVi.ced     the 
pur-uin  of  commerce  and  the  cultivaticn  of  the 
soil  will  unfold  to  industry  the  certain  read  to  com^ 
pe^cT.-^.     To  those  hardy  soldiers,  who  are  actua- 
ted by  the  spirit  of  ad^'enture.  ihe  fisheries  will  af- 
ford ample  and   profitable  enr;ploynK.r.t  ;  and    the 
evtensive  and  fertile  regions  of  the  we.t  wni  yse.a 
a'  most  happy  asyb.-m  to  those,  who,  fond  ot    do- 
iTiestic   enjovment,   are  seeking  for  personal  irde^ 
pendenc--.     Nor  is  it  possible  to  conce.ve  that  any 
cne   of  the   United    States  will  prefer  a  national 
lanL-rui>tcv,  and  a  dissolution  of  the   un.on,  to  a 
compliance  v.ilh  the  requisitions  of  Congress  and- 
the  pavment  of  its  just  debts-so  that  the  officer? 
And  soldiers  may  expect  considerable  assistance,  m 
reeo.nmencing  "their  civil  occupations,   from  the- 
.^ums  due  to  them  from  the  public,  which  mubt  and 
will-  most  inevitably  be  paid. 

In  order  to  effect  this  (iesirable  purpose,  and  to 
rcmcve.the  prjudices  which  may  bave  taken  pos- 
sc^'ion  of  the  minds  of  any  of  the  good  pn;p.e  of 
the  states,  it  is  earnestly  lecommended  to  all  the 
troops,  that,  with  strong  attachaient  to  the  uiuoiiy 
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they  should  carry  with  them  into  civil  cQciety  the 
mo:  t  cof  odjatiiig  dispositions ;  and  that  they  si.ould 
provj  thein.t'lve^  not  less  virtuous  and   useful    as 
cuizons,  than  they  have  been  persevering  and  vic- 
torious as  sold.ers.     WliJt  \hough  there  should  b^ 
so-ie   envious   individuals,    who  are  unv  ilhne;  to 
pay  the  debt  the  public  has  contracted,  or  to  yield 
the  tribute  due  to  merit,  yet  let  such  unwoVth\r 
treatment  produce  no  invective,  or  an>'  instance  of 
intemperate   conduct— let  it  be  remembered,  that 
tne  unbiassed  voice  of  the  free  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  has  promised  the  just  reward,  and  o-jven 
the  merited  api)lause;  let  it  be  known  and  remem, 
bt'ied.,  that  the  reputation  cf  the  federal  armie=;  ig 
estabhsb'ji  beyond  the  reach  of  malcvulence,  and 
let   a   convxiousnfss   of  their  atchievements   and 
fame  stili  ijicite  the  men  who  composed  them,  to 
bonourabie  actions,  under  the  persuasion,  that  the 
virtues  of  economy,  prudence,  and  industrv^,  wl! 
iiot  be  the  lejs  amiable  in  civii  life,  then  the  mire 
splendid  qualities  of  valour,  perseverance  and  enter- 
j.Tize,  were  in  the  field.     Every  one  mav  rest  as- 
sured  thai-  much,  very  much,  of  the  fut  Jre  happi- 
ness 01  the  officers  and  men,  will  depei.d  upon  the 
\y3?c   and   manly  conduct  u  hich  shah  be  ado.^ed 
by  tliem,  wl^en  they  are  mingled  with  the  gr^-'at 
hi(\y  of  tiie  community.     And,  althoi.</h'  the  gen- 
eral  has    so    frequently  given  it  as  his  opinion,  in 
the   most  public  and  explicit  manner,  that  u-Jesg 
tne  principle',  of  the  flpderal  g-  v^rnment  w.  rf  prop- 
erly supported,  and  the  powers  iA  the  miion  m^ 
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ereas'^d,  the  hono'ir,  d-gnity,  and  ju-tice  of  the  na- 
tion vvoiild  be  lost  tor  ever  ;  yet  he  cannol  help  re- 
peating on  this  occasion  >o  interesting  a  sentimeiit, 
and  leaving  it  as  his  last  injunction  to  every  officer 
and  s  ildier,  who  nnay  view  the  subject  in  the  sariie 
seriv)us  point  of  light,  to  add  his  best  indeavor?,  to 
those  Oi'  his  wortuy  feUovv  citlz^j'S,  tov/urds  eiTeo- 
tirig  these  great  and  ^''aluable  \  urp  tes  on  which 
our  very  existence  as  a  nation  so  maieriu-Ily  de- 
fiends. 

The  cominan'er  in  chief  conceives  liitle  is  now 
wanting  to  enab'ethe  soldier  to  chanore  hi-  miiita* 
tary  character  int )  tliat  of  the  Ciuzen,  bui  that 
steady  and  decent  tenor  cf  beiiavioi.T,  v/hich  has 
generally  distinguished,  not  on.y  the  ariiiv  under 
his  immediate  comnnand,  but  the  diiTerent  detach- 
ments and  separate  ar.nies,  througli  I  lie  couri-e  of 
the  vvar.  From  their  good  sense  and  prudence  he 
anticipates  the  happiest  conseqiKnce.-. — and  while 
lie  congratulates  them  on  the  glorious  occasion 
wh'ch  renders  their  services  in  the  field  no  i  'nger 
necessary,  he  vi^ish.'S  to  express  the  strong  obliga- 
tions he  fetls  himself  ander,  for  the  assistance  Ue 
has  received  from  every  ciass,  and  in  every  in- 
stance, lie  presents  his  thanks  in  the  most  seri- 
ous and  affectionate  manner  to  the  gejiera!  oniccrs, 
as  vvell  for  their  counsel  on  many  interesting  occa- 
sions, as  for  tneir  ardour  in  promoting  the  success 
of  the  plans  he  had  adopted  ;  totiie  commandants 
of  r?gi  ncnts  and  corps,  a-  d  to  the  r.ther  ofiict  rs, 
for  tiiclr  great  z^Tilswid  attention  iii  ^.-urryliig  liii  or^ 
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ders  promptly  into  execution  ;  to  the  staiT,  for  lln^r 
alacrity  and  exactness  in  performing  the  dutici;  of 
their  several  departments  ;  and   to   the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  private  soldiers,  for  their  ex- 
traordinary patience  in  suiTering  as   well  as   their 
Invincible  fortitude  in.  action  ;  to  the  various  bran- 
ches  of  the  army,  the  general  takes  this  'ast  and 
solemn  opportiuiity  of  professing  his  inviolable  at- 
lachmen!:  and  friendship.     Ke  wishes  more  than 
Lare  profefsions  were  in  his  power,  that  he  was  re- 
nlly  able  to  bt  u^efi.'I  to  thera  ail  in  future   life. — • 
He  flatters  himself,  they  will  do  him  the  justice  to. 
believe,  tha>t  whatever  could  with  propriety  be  at- 
tempted by  him^  has  been  done.     And  being  now 
to  conCiude  these  his  last  public  orders,  to  take  his 
^5]tivii3le  itave  in  a  short  time,  of  the  military  char- 
iacter — and  to  bid  a  llnal  s,dieu  to  the  armies  he  has 
LO  lon^  hid  the  honoiir  to  coramaiid— he  can  on- 
ly again  oiTtf,  in  their  behalf,  his  recommendations 
to   tiieir  grateful  country,  iUYl  his  prayers  to  the 
God  of  armies.     May  ample  justice  be  done  them 
here,  and  may  the  choicejt  of  Heriven's   favors, 
both  here  and  hereafter,  attend  tho:e,  who,  under 
the  Divine   auspice^,   have   seoured   innumerable 
])l83s5ngs  for  others  !   With  these  v»  lahe:.;,  and  thi« 
henedi^jticn,  the  commander  in  chief  h  about  to  re- 
tire from  service.     The  ciitain  of   reparation  will 
soon  be  draAvn— and  Vie  railhary  sceue  to  hiia  will 
1/8  closed  iQi  ever. 


To  the  preceding  address  the  orfxers  of  '.he  part 
of  the  army  remaininp;  on  the  bankb  of  tlie  Kui- 
son,  returned  a  suitable  answ  er  ;  they  tbar.ked  the 
coinmaiifler  in  chief  for  the  comm'.inicat'on  of  his 
afrec-lionate  assurances  of  hio  inviolable  attachment 
and  friendship  ;  they  assnred  his  Excellency  that 
althcugli  as  yet  his  endeavours  to  ensure  to  the  ar- 
mies the  just  reward  of  their  services,  had  failed  of 
success,  tb.ey  were  convinced  that  it  had  arisen 
from'  causes  which  it  was  not  in  hii  power  to  con- 
troul,  and  should  the  contemplated  measure  never 
le  i.tta.ined,  that  their  patriotism  shoi-ld  still  re- 
main unihaken  :  They  were  happy  in  the  cppor- 
tunity  of  congratuiating  his  Excellency  on  the  cer- 
tain conclusion  cf  the  Dejinh'i-ve  Trcriy  rf  Perce,  as- 
•uring  him,  that,  relieved  at  last  from  lo»!g  sus- 
pense, their  warmest  wish  was  to  return  to  the 
b<:^;om  of  their  country,  to  resuaie  the  character  of 
citizens ;  and  that  it  should  be  their  h'ghc'.t  um- 
binoi!  to  become  useful  ones,  i^o  hi?  Ey-ccl!cncy 
thty  were  convinced  that  this  great  evert  must  ba 
pec'i'.liariy  pleasing;  because,  while  at  the  hcs.d  of 
the  ariTiies,  urged  by  patri  >tic  virtt:esan<J  magnr.nim- 
ity,  he  uersivered,  under  the  pressure  of  every  pos- 
sible difticulty  and  discourageraent.  in  the  pursuit 
cf  the  great  objects  of  the  war-  -the  Ireedoin  and 
safety  of  his  country  ; — his  heart  panted  for  the 
tranquil  erj  .yments  of  peace.  Tl.ey  concluded 
with  sincere  prayers  to  God,  long  to  bestow  hap- 
piness to  their  commander,  and  that  w  hen  he  quits 
tlie  sta^e  of  human  life,  he  may  receive  from  the 
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uNPRRiNG  JuDG".,  the  rc^vards  of  va'onr  exerted  tD 
save  ihe  oppressed,  of  i-atnatisui  and  disintcrct-lcd 
virtue. 

On  tiie  25'h  of  Novemher,  1783,  New  Ygrk 
was  evacuated  hy  the  Ornish  ar:ny  ;  same  day 
the  \meriGan  troops  marohel  in,  ard  took  pobses- 
sion  of  the  city  ;  a'^er  wliich  Ge'iera!  VVashiiigteri 
Rnd  t  le  %i)vexu':  made  their  poblic  entry.  The 
iir  ariJutenl  and  v/hoie  coitd'ict  of  the  march  and 
the  tranquihty  which  succeeded  it  throcgh  'he 
^ay  and  flight,  was  admh-alVe  !  and  the  orateful 
cr,  izens.  reeling  the  most  affectionate  infipressiona 
iron  rhe  eiegint  and  efficient  disposition  wh'ch 
prevailed  throiu^h  the  who'e  event,  on  their  return- 
ing from  ex:i!e,  addresred  his  excoiicncy  the  com- 
mon ier  in  chief  in  behuif  of  the^lstlves  and  their 
Sii3;:rinT  oreth-en,  lookifig  up  to  ;>iia  with  unusual 
jo'^  :  they  welcomed  him  to  the  c;ty,  lon^  torn 
f r  >  n  the  n  by  the  iian.d  of  opyreieion,  but  whioh 
by  his  wisdom,  under  the  guldai.ce  of  Providence, 
ii-i>i  again  oeen  reoueif  i  the  eat  of  ()eace  and  free- 
do.n  :  they  aa^ured  hirA  tiial  tliey  should  preserve, 
to  "he  iast,  their  gratiuide  fvr  his  servi-esand  ven- 
eration for  'i;s  oU,i...^:tor,  nua  leqoired  him  "'  to  ac- 
cept their  -Ulcere  aiid  earnest  vvishes,  that  he  may 
long  iiTij?>y  that  caMn  domestic  felicitv,  M'hich  lie 
liiia  oo  o;enerou^iy  sacrhiced  ;  that  the  cries  of  in- 
jured liberty  m-^y  never  more  interrupt  hi-' repoi-e  ; 
anii  tliat  his  hapi»iness  may  be  equal  to  his  vir- 
tues/' 

ricviouo  to  General  Washington's  leaving  New'- 
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Yojk,  on  the  Cth  of  Tecember,  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  army  then  in  the  cily,  as?emblea  all 
Frances'  tavern,  to  take  a  final  leave  of  their  il'us- 
trious  and  much-ioved  comniandtr.  'i'he  paSbions 
of  human  nature  were  never  more  tenderly  agita- 
ted than  in  this  interesting  scene.  His  ixctiitrcy 
having  Xiiled  a  glass  ot  Wine,  thus  addressed  hi§ 
Irave  leilovv-solaieis : — 

*'  With  a  heart  full  oflove  md  gn.Uiuds^I  new  iaat 
leaie  of  you  :  I  mat  dci'cutly  to^^sh  that  y no  letter  dc-ys 
vicy  he  prcs^ercus  aiid  htfiyjy  a  jcur  forrner  o?ics  /icre 
leen  glx-ous  and  u^nturabie.'''' 

These  words  produced  extreme  sensioilitv  ori 
both  sides:  they  vi'ere  answered  hy  warn".  cxprei;= 
sions,  ar.d  fervent  wishes,  frcm  the  gentkm.en  of 
the  arn;y,  whose  truly  pathet.c  leeiii.gs,  it  is  not 
in  ou"  power  to  convey  to  the  reader.  Soon  aftes 
this  scene  was  closed,  the  boviinor.  the  council 
and  citizei/b  of  the  tirst  ajst.nctioij  v  aited  on  th^ 
'General,  and  in  terms  the  n  oit  afttttifeiate,  took 
their  have- — The  corps  oi  Tight  inlantry  was 
drawn  up  in  a  ine,  and  the  Cc  mn.ander  in  Chief 
passed  through  them  on  his  wdy  to  White-hall, 
where  he  embarked  in  his  barge  for  Powles  Hook, 
from  whence  he  }  roceeued  to  ihiladelphia,  where 
he  n  ade  a  short  stay.  Kere  he  dehvered  to  the 
Comptroller  ot  the  public  Trcasur}-  an  accr.pnt  of 
the  expendilure  of  ail  the  public  n.oney  \\  hich  he 
liad  received  during  the  war ;  by  which  it  appear- 
ed, that  the  whole  sum  which  hcd  gone  thrcuvh 
l\]^  hands  only  aoiounted  to  fourteen  thousaiidfcur 
12 
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lumdro'!  ?.vA  seventy  nine  pounds,  eighteen  shil- 
lings  and  nine  pence  sterling,  about  sixty-four  thou- 
j-aiid  three  hiuidred  and  fifty  dollars,  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  week. 

From  Philadelphia  he  proceeded  to  Annapolis 
^^he^e  the  Congress  was  then  bitting,  and  having 
obtained  leave,  he  terminated  his  military  career, 
and  resigned  his  coniaiisslon  on  the  2od  of  Decem- 
ber :  upon  this  occasion  he  delivered  the  foUawmg 
short  and  pathetic  address,  v'z. 

General  "Wafhington's  Addrefs 

To  Congress  o'/t  the  Reiignathyi  of  his  Ccw?mss'wn, 

^'  Mx.  President, 

"  THE  gr<?at  events,  on  which  my  resigna- 
tion  depended,  having  at  length  taken  place,  I 
have  now  the  honour  of  offerii;g  my  siKccre  con- 
gratulations to  Congres'^,  and  of  presenting  myself 
before  them,  to  surrender  into  their  hands  the  trust 
committed  to  me,  and  to  ciaina  the  indulgence  of 
retiring  from  the  service  of  my  country, 

"  Hap})y  in  the  conilrmation  of  our  indepen- 
dence and  sovereignty,  and  pleased  with  the  op» 
port«nity  alTorded  the  United  States  of  becomir.g 
a  respctable  nation— I  resign,  with  satisfa^'tion,  the 
appointrasnt  1  accepted  witl-idlllidence.adifiKh 
in  my  ablities  to  accomplish  so  arduous 
M'liich,  ho \v ever,  was  superceded  by  a  confidence 
hi  the  rectitude  of  our  cause^  tho  !;>unport  of  the  s«» 
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premc  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patrontJge  of 
Heaven. 

**  The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has 
verified  the  ntOct  sanguine  cxpeolritions  ;  and  my 
gratitude  for  the  interposition  of  Providenee,  ^n^ 
the  assistance  I  have  received  from  my  oun'ry- 
men,  increases  with  every  leview  of  the  momen- 
tous  (Ontebt, 

"  While  I  repeat  nr»y  oLh'gations  to  the  army  In 
general,  I  sho'.ild  do  injasvice  to  my  ovvH  fttli  g3 
not  to  acknowledge,  in  thl?  place,  thepeculicir  ser- 
vices a'd  distinguished  merits  of  the  ^entlen  en 
Vv  ho  ha.ve  been  attached  to  nny  person  durirg  the 
war.  It  was  iinpossibte  the  choice  of  confio-.r.t  \ 
officers  to  compose  m}'^  Tiiiily  should  be  more  for» 
tunate ;  permit  me,  sir,  to  recomi-^.end  in  particu- 
lar those  who  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the 
present  moment,  as  worthy  the  favourable  noliCa 
and  pairon?.ge  of  Congre-S- 

'•  I  consider  it  as  an  indispenitable  duty  to  close 
this  last  solenm  act  of  n  y  official  life  by  comn:en- 
ding  the.  interests  o^'  our  dearest  country  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  iho-e  who  hava 
the  biii-erinte-idance  of  then*  to  his  lio.'j   ktep'r  g.' 

'*  Having  now  fmi-.hcd  the  work  a. signed  me, 
I  retire  froTi  the  great  i'neatre  of  action  ;  and  bid- 
ding an  affectionate  farewell  to  this  august  body, 
under  \vho;;e  ordys  I  have  so  long  acted,  T  here  of- 
fer my  commission,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  thd 
employments  of  public  life. 

C-ty  cf  AimapcViij  Dec,  23,  i  TBi, 
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Anfwer  of  Congrefs, 

■  ^Sm, 

"  THE  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
receive,  with  emotions  t.>o  aftecting  for  utterance, 
the  solemn  resignatioa  of  the  autijQfifci@d  unJer 
which  3^ou  have  led  their  troops  with  success, 
through  a  perilous  and  doubtful  war. 

*'  Called  upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  in- 
vaded rights,  you  accepted  the  sacred  charge  before     j 
it  had  formed  alliances,  and  whilst  it  wab  with-     ^ 
out  funds  or  a  goyerriment  to  suppoit  you. 

*'  You  have  conducted  the  great  military  ccn^ 
test  with  wisdom  and  fortitude,  invariably  regard- 
ing the  rights  of  the  ciyi!  power,  through  all  disas- 
ters and  changes ;  you  have,  by  the  love  and  con- 
fidcH':^  01  your  feilow-citizens,  enabled  them  to  dis- 
pl:ty  their  ma|-tial  genius,  and  transmit  their  fame 
to  posterity  ;  you  have  persevered,  till  these  Uni- 
ted States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and  na- 
tion have  been  enabled  under  a  just  Providence,  to 
close  the  war  in  freedom,  safety  and  independence ; 
on  which  happy  event,  we  sincerely  join  you  in 
congratulat  ions. 

"  Having  defended  the  standard  cf  liberty  in 
this  new  world — having  taught  a  lesson  useful  to 
those  who  inilict,  and  to  those  who  fed  oppression 
" — you  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action^  with 
the  blessings  of  your  feilovz-cjtizens  ;  but  the  glory 
*f  your  virtues  will  not  termirjate  with  your  mili- 
ary coinmar4  i  i^  '»^li  continue  to  animate  remo^ 
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test  a^e;.  We  feel,  with  yon,  our  obligations  to 
the  aruiy  in  gei^era},  and  will  particuiaily  cimrge 
ourfceived'with  the  interests  nf  those  confidential 
officers,  who  hu\e  attended  yo'^r  person  to  thib  af- 
fecting moment. 

"  \V("  join  vou  in  comn^ecding  the  intere':ts  of 
our  de.irtbt  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty- 
God,  besecchuig  hiin  to  dispose  the  hearts  and 
inindi'  ot  its  citizens  to  improve  the  opportunity 
alTu!dcd  them  of  becomiig  a  happy  and  respecta- 
ble lation  ;  and  for  yeu,  we  adaress  to  him  ouc 
earnest  prayers,  that  a  life  £0  beloved  m^ay  be  fo3» 
sered  with'all  his  care  ;  that  your  days  may  bd 
iiappy  as  they  have  been  illustrious  ;  and  tliat  he 
w  ill  fmrlly  give  you  that  reward  which  this  world 
cannot  give." 

V/itli  these  becoming  sentiments,  General  Wash- 
ing 0,1  retired  freni  the  toil'  of  war  to  eijoy  in  pri- 
vate ihe  rural  pleasures  ofl^>Iount  Vernon,  carryir^g 
witli  him  the  thanks  and  blessings  of  a  gratefuk 
ppopic,  emulating  the  example  of  the  vivtuJusKo- 
mari  '^nera!,*  who,  victorious,  left  the  tentfd  field, 
coveted  vvith  honor  and  withdrew  from  public  life. 

No  p'.rson,  who  had  not  tlie  advantage  of  bei:)g 
pr^^-eut  \Jhen  he  receive  1  the  intehi*;en^'s  of  p^^ace, 
and  who  dkd  not  accompany  him  to  his  domestic 
retirement,  can  clfGcribe  \h^  relief  whirii  that  joy. 
fii',  event  brought  to  his  labouring  mind,  or  Mje  su- 
preme  satidiaction   wi'h  which  he  v, ithdrcwto 

*  Cinciuna.tus. 
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pri^^ate  life.  From  }\\z  triumphal  entry  iiito  New- 
York,  up()2i  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the 
}3ritioh  army,  to  hi?  arrival  at  Mouiit  Vernon,  after 
tlie  re^if^nation  of  his  commission  to  Con.o;res.s,  fes- 
tive crowds  impeded  his  i)aEsap;e  through  all  tho 
populous  towiis  :  the  devotion  of  the  wiiole  people 
pursued  him.,  with  prayers  to  Hea\en  for  blessings 
on  his  head,  while  their  gratitude  sought  the  most 
expressive  Iarigua2;e  of  manifesting  itself  to  him 
a^  their  common  father  and  benefactor.  When  he 
iecame  a  private  citizen  he  hadthe  unusoal  Teiicity  to 
iind  that  his  native  state  was  among  the  most  zeal- 
ous in  (WyB%  justice  to  his  merits  ;  and  that  stronger 
demonstrations  of  affectionate  esteem  (if  possible) 
•were  given  by  the  citizens  of  his  neighbourhood, 
than  by  any  other  description  of  men  on  the  con- 
tinent. As  he  always  refused  to  accept  of  any  pe- 
cuniary com.pensation  for  his  pubhc  services,  or 
provision  for  the  angmented  expenses  which  he* 
must  have  incurred  in  consequence  of  his  public^ 
employment,  no  salr^ry  was  ever  annexed  by  Con- 
gress to  his  important  command,  and  he  only  drew 
v/eekly  for  the  expenses  of  his'  public  table  and 
other  necessary  demands,  9.lthough  proposa's  have 
been  made  in  the  most  delicate  manner,  particular- 
ly by  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 
Kis  conduct  in  this  particular  is  noble  and  mag- 
nanimous, and  exhibits  to  Ihe  world  an  undeniable 
evidence  of  self  disinterestedness,  of  the  purity  of 
his  motives  and  integrity  of  his  heart.  Ills  an- 
swer to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  declining  the  iio- 
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ceptance  Ox''  a  present  from  that  state,  is  so  characi- 
t eristic  of  bis'  whole  public  conduct,  that  we  are 
induced  to  give  it  in  his  own  v/ords,  and  we  are 
CJJivinced  it  will  prove  acceptable  to  hi?  admirerSo 

LETTER 

From  hh  Excellencij  General  IVaahirig^on^  tf 
the  Governor  of  Virghna,  decHn'nig  the  ac- 
ceptance of  fifty  shares  in  the  companies  for 
cbcning  the  na'o'igation  of  James  and  Foto- 
viae  rivers^  which  had  been  vested  in  him  by 
act  cfthe  Legislature  of  that  commonwealth^ 
as  a  small  acknoivledgrneni  of  his  iiurits  and 
services* 

<'  Your  Excellency  having  "been  pleased  to  trans- 
mit to  me  a  copy  of  the  act  appropriating  to  rny 
"bene'lt,  certain  share?  in  the  coinpanies  for  operr'ng 
the  navigation  of  Janoesand  Potomac  rivers,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  returning;  to  the  a^ten-bly,  through 
your  hv-ds,  the  profound  and  grateful  ackno\7iedg- 
ments,  inspired  by  so  signal  a  mark  of  their  benef- 
icent intentions  towards  me.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to 
assure  them,  that  I  am  filled  on  this  occasion  with 
everv  sentiment  v/hi^h  can  flow  from  a  heart, 
warm  with  love  for  my  country — sensible  to  eve- 
rv  token  of  its  approbation  and  afTection,  and  so- 
licitous to  testhy,  in  every  instance,  a  respectful 
submission  to  its  wishes.  '  AVith  these  sentiments 
in   my  borom.  I  need  not  dweU  on  th.e  anxiety  I 
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feel,  in  bc'ng  oblio:ed  in  this  instance  to  decline  a 
favor,  which  is  rendered  no  less  ilatte/ing  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  than  it  is  affec- 
tionate in  itself.  In  exuliiining;  liiis  obligation,  i 
pass  over  a  comparison  of  my  endeavors  in  the  pub- 
lie  iiervice,  with  the  manv  honourable  testiinonies 
of  approbation  which  have  already  so  far  over-rat- 
cd  and  over  paid  them — reciting  one  consideration 
only,  which  supercedes  the  necessity  of  recurring 
to  flvery  other.  When  I  v/as  first  called  to  the 
Station  With  which  I  was  honoured  during  the  late 
conflict  for  our  liber,  ies;  to  the  diilidence  which  I 
had  so  many  reasons  to  feel  in  accepting  it,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  join  a  fikt.t  resold  hon  to 

SHUT     MY     HANO     AGAFAJT     EVF!?Y     PKCITNTARY     KECOM- 

pENC?.  To  this  resolution  I  have  inviolably  adher- 
f5d  ;  and  from  tliib  resolution  (if  I  had  the  inclina- 
tiori)  I  do  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  depart. 
Whilst  I  repeat,  therefore,  my  fervent  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  legislature  for  tl  eir  very  idiid  senti- 
jnents  and  intentions  in  my  favpur,  and  at  the 
«ame  time  beg  them  to  be  persuaded  that  a^remein- 
brance  of  this  singular  proof  of  good net:s  towards 
lYie,  will  never  ceabe  to  cherish  returns  of  the 
warmest  affection  and  gratitude ;  I  mu^;t  pray  that 
their  act,  so  far  as  it  has  for  its  object  my  personal 
<?moiument,  may  not  have  its  effect.  Biit  if  it 
should  please  the  general  assembly  to  permit  me  to 
turn  the  destination  of  the  fund  vested  in  i  e  from 
jBy  private  emoUuiient  to  objects  of  a  pul.  i  ature,j 
%%  will  be  my  situd/j  in  selecting  these,  to  ^rovej 


General  Cerge  IVashhigfon.  109 

the  sincerity  of  my  gratitude,  "by  preferring  such  as 
may   appear  most  subservient  to  the  enlightened 
and  patriotic  views  of  the  legislature. 
1  am,  &c. 

George  Washington.''* 

Upon  this  request,  the  legislature  of  Virginia 
repealed  so  much  of  the  act  referred  to  as^  related 
to  the  vesting  the  above-mentioned  shares  in  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  heirs,  and  enacted  that  the 
shares  and  profits  accruing  therefrom,  should  stand 
appropriated  to  such  objects  of  a  public  nature  as 
liis  Excellency  should  direct  and  appoint.  Some- 
time afterwards,  General  Washington  applied  these 
shares  of  the  canal  company  to  the  erection  and  es- 
tablishment  of  two  seminaries  of  learning  in  Vir- 
ginia,  which  were  accomplished  under  his  imme- 
diate direction. 

Although  the  enlarged  mind  of  General  Wash- 
ington  felt  superior  to  such  considerations,  and  no. 
biy  refused  any  recompence  for  himself,  yet  he  el- 
oquently, though  unsuccessfully,  pleaded  the  cause 
of  his  fellow-soldiers,  and  other  public  creditors. 
He  considered  himself  as  pledged  to  the  army  that 
their  country  would  do  them  ample  justice,  in  re- 
warding them  for  their  glorious  services,  exercised 
in  its  defence,  and  finally  crowned  by  the  complete 
establishment  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  ^  He 
could  foresee  the  evils  which  were  to  follow  if  a 
regular  and  efficient  revenue  system  was  not  pur- 
sued :— To  effect  these  purposes,  and  to  inculcate 
the  necessity  of  union,  justice,  subordinatioo,  and 
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9f  such  principles  and  practices  as  the  new  situa- 
tion of  his  country  required,  he  published  his  part- 
ing advice  to  his  countrymen,  in  the  following  ej- 
oquent  circular  letter,  addressed  to  the  governors  of 
the  individual  states,  viz. 

A  CIRCULAR  LETTER 

Frojn  hh  ExcsUency  General  George  Washtng'- 
ton^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of 
the  United  States  oj  America,  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  several  States, 

Sir, 

THE  great  object  for  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  hold  an  appointment  in  the  service  of  my  coun- 
try, being  accomplished,  1  am  now  preparing  to  re- 
sign it  into  the  hands  of  Congress,  and  return  to 
that  domestic  retirement,  which,  it  is  well  known, 
I  left  with  the  .reatest  reluctance  ;  a  retirement 
for  which  I  have  never  ceased  to  sigh  through  a 
Jong  and  painful  absence,  in  which  (remote  from 
the  noise  and  trouble  of  the  world)  I  meditate  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  life  in  a  state  of  undisturbed 
repose  ;    but,  before  I  carry  this  resolution  into  ef- 
fect, I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  make 
th^s  my  last  official  communication,  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  glorious  events  which  Hea\-ien  has 
been  pleased  to  produce  in  our  favor,  to  offer  my 
sentiments    respecting   some   important   subjects, 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately   connected 
with  the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
my  leave  of  your  Excellency  as  a  public  character, 
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and  to  give  my  final  blessing  to  that  country  in 
whose  service  1  have  spent  the  prinae  of  my  life  ; 
for  whose  sake  I  have  consumed  so  many  anxious 
days  and  watchful  r-.ights  :  and  whose  happiness, 
being  extremely  dear  to  me,  will  always  constitute 
no  inconsiderable  part  of  my  own. 

Impressed  with  the  liveliest  sensibility  on  this 
pleasing  occasion,  I  will  claim  the  indulgence  of  di- 
lating the  more  copiously  on  the  subject  of  our  mu- 
tual felicitation.  When  we  consider  the  magni- 
tu  le  of  the  prize  we  contended  for,  the  doubtful 
nature  of  the  contest,  and  the  favourable  manner 
in  which  it  has  terminated  ;  we  shall  lind  the 
greatest  possible  reason  for  gratitude  and  rejoicing  : 
this  is  a  theme  that  will  aflford  infinite  delight  to 
every  benevolent  and  libercil  mind,  v/hether  the 
event  in  contemplation  be  considered  as  a  source  of 
present  enjoyment,  or  the  parent  of  future  happi- 
ness ;  and  we  shall  have  equal  occasion  to  felici- 
tate ourselves  on  the  lot  which  Providence  has  as- 
signed U8,  whether  we  view  it  in  a  natural,  a  po» 
litical,  or  moral  po'nt  of  view. 

The  citizens  of  America,  placed  in  the  most  en- 
viable condition,  as  tiie  sole  iord.  and  proprietors 
of  a  vast  tract  of  continent,  comprehending  all  the 
various  soils  and  climates  of  the  world,  and  aboun- 
ding with  all  the  necessaries  and  convenicncies  of 
life,  are  now,  by  the  late  satisfactory  pacification, 
acknowledged  to  be  possessed  of  absolute  freedom 
and  independency  ;  they  are  from  this  period  to  be 
considered  as  the  actors  on  a  most  conspiouons  the. 
atre,   which   seems  to  be  peculiarly  designed  by 
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Providence  for  the  display  of  human  greatness  and 
felic'ty  ;  hero  they  are  not  only  surrounded  with 
every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  completion 
of  private  and  domestic  enjoyment,  but  Heaven 
has  crowned  all  its  other  blessings,  by  giving  a 
surer  opportunity  for  political  happiness  than  any 
other  nation  has  ever  been  favored  with.  Nothing 
can  illustrate  these  observations  more  forcibly  than 
the  recollection  of  the  happy  conjuncture  of  times 
and  circumstances,  under  which  our  Republic  as- 
sumed its  rank  among  the  nations.  The  founda- 
tion of  our  empire  was  not  laid  in  a  gloomy  age  of 
ignorance  and  superstition,  but  at  an  epocha  when 
the  rights  of  mankind  were  bettter  understood  and 
more  clearly  defined,  than  at  any  former  period : 
researches  of  the  human  mind  after  social  happi- 
ness have  been  carried  to  a  great  extent :  the  treas- 
ures of  knowledge  acquired  by  the  labours  of  phi- 
losophers, sages  and  legislators,  through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  are  laid  open  for  use,  and  their  col- 
lected v/isdom  may  be  happily  applied  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  our  forms  of  government :  the  free 
cultivation  of  letters,  the  unbounded  extension  of 
commerce,  the  progressive  refinement  of  manners, 
the  grov/ing  liberality  of  sentiment,  and  above  all, 
the  pure  and  benign  light  of  revelation,  have  had  a 
meliorating  influence  on  mankind,  and  increased 
the  blessings  of  society.  At  this  auspicious  period 
the  United  States  came  into  existence  as  a  nation, 
and  if  her  citizens  should  not  be  completely  free  and 
iiappy,  the  fault  will  be  entirely  their  own. 

Such  is  our  situation,  and  such  are  our  pros* 
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pects  :  but  notwith  tanding  the  cup  of  Wessing  is 
thus  reached  out  to  us— notwithstanding  happiness 
is  ours,  if  we  have  a  disposition  to  seize  the  occa- 
sion.  and  make  it  our  own  ;  yet  it  appears  to  nie, 
there  is  an  option  still  left  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  whether  they  will  be   respectable  and 
prosperous,  or  contemptible  and  miserable  as  a  na- 
tion.    This  is  the  time  of  their  political  probation ; 
this  is  the  moirent,  when  the  eves  of  the  world 
are  ^urned  upon  them  ;  this  i^  the  timeto  estab  -b 
or  rain  their  national  character  forever  ;  this  is  the 
favourable  moment  to  give  such  a  tone  to  the  Fed- 
eral  GoverniYient,  as  will  enable  it  to  ?.npwe.r  the 
ends  of  its  institution  ;  or  this  niavcbe  the  iii-faled 
moment  for  relaxing  the  powrrs  of  the  Union,  an- 
nihilating the  cement  of  the  Confederation,  and  ex^ 
posing  ws  to  become  the  sport  of  European  politics, 
which  may  plav  one  State  against  another,  to  pre- 
vent their'growing  iirportarce,  and  to  serve  tbeir 
ovv-n   interested   purposes.     For,  according  to  the 
system  of  policy  the  States  shall  adopt  at  tliis  mo- 
ment, th*-y  will  stand  or  fall  ;    and,  by   the'r  con- 
ftr-nation  or  lapse^it  is  yet  to  be  decided,  whether 
the  revoliition  m.ust  ultimately  be  considered    as^  a 
b'e  <^ing  .  f  a  curse,  a  blessing  or  a  curse,  r;ot  to  tlie 
present  a.i;e  a'oric,  for  with  our  fate  will  the  desti- 
ny of  unborn  millions  be  involved. 

Yvith  this  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
prcseiit  crit'.s,  silence  in  me  v.oufd  be  a  crime  I 
will  therefore  sp^ui^  to  your  Excolirnx;y  the  ian- 
guge  of  freedoai  a'id  sincerity,  without  disguise.- 
I  aai  av/are,  however,  those  \A\o  differ  from  me 
IC  2 
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in  political  sentiments,  may  perhaps  remark  I  am 
stepping  out  ef  the  proper  line  of  my  duty  ;  and 
they  may  possibly  ascribe  to  arrogance  or  ostenta- 
tion, what  I  know  is  the  result  of  the  purest  in- 
tention ;  but  the  rectitude  of  nay  own  heart,  which 
disdains  such  unworthy  motives — the  part  I  iiave 
hitherto  acted  in  life — the  deternnination  I  have 
formed  of  not  taking;  any  share  in  public  business 
hereafter—the  ardent  desire  I  feel  and  shall  con- 
tinue to  manifest,  of  quietly  enjoying  in  private 
life,  after  ail  tlie  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  vvise 
and  liberal  government — will,  I  flatter  myself, 
sooner  or  later,  convince  my  countrymen,  tliat  I 
could  have  no  sinister  views  in  delivering,  with  so 
little  reserve,  the  opiniens  contained  in  this  Ad- 
dress. 

There  are  fonr  things  which  I  humbly  conceive 
are  essential  to  the  well-being,  I  may  ev^in  venture 
to  say  to  the  existence  of  the  United  States,  as  an 
iudependent  power. 

1st.  An  indissoluble  union  of  the  states  under 
one  federal  head. 

2dly.  A  sacred  regard  to  public  justice. 

Sdly.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  establish- 
ment.    And, 

4thiy.  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific  and  friend- 
ly disposition  among  the  people  of  the  Lhiited 
States,  which  will  induce  them  to  forget  their  lo- 
cal prejudices  and  policies';  to  make  those  mutual 
concessions  which  are  requisite  to  the  general  pros- 
pent^',  and,  in  some  instances,  to  sacrifice  their  in- 
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dividual  advantages  to  the  interest  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

These  are  the  pillars  on  which  the  glorious  fab- 
ric of  our  independency  and  national  character 
must  be  supported.  Liberty  is  the  basis,  and  who- 
ever would  dare  to  sap  the  foundation,  or  over- 
turn the  structure,  under  whatever  specious  pre- 
text he  mav  attempt  it,  wiil' merit  the  bitterest  ex- 
ecration and  the  severest  punishment  vrh^ch  can  be 
inflicted  by  his  injured  country. 

On  the  three  first  articles  I  v.  ill  make  a  few  ob- 
servations, leaving  the  last  to  the  nood  sense  and 
serious  consideration  of  those  immcdiatciy  concern- 
ed. 

Under  the  first  head,  althoua'h  it  may  not  be 
necessary  or  proper  for  me,  in  this  piuce,  to  enter 
into  a  particular  disquisition  of  the  principles  of  tiie 
union,  and  to  take  up  the  great  question  which 
has  been  frequently  agitated,  whether  it  be  expe- 
dient and  requisite  for  the  states  to  delegate  a  large 
proportion  of  power  to  Congress,  or  not ;  yet  it 
will  be  a  part  of  my  duty,  and  that  of  every  true 
patriot,  to  assert,  without  reserve,  and  to  insist  up- 
on the  following  positions.  That  unless  the  states 
will  SLifier  Congress  to  exercise  those  prerogatives 
they  are  undoubtedly  invested  with  by  the  con- 
stitution,  every  thing  must  very  rapidly  tend  to 
anarchy  and  confusion, — That  it  is  indispensible 
to  the  happiness  of  the  individual  states,  that  there 
shotild  be  lodged,  somewhere,  a  supreme  })0v\'er,  to 
regulate  and  govern  the  general  conceri^.s  of  the 
confederated  repubhc,  v»ithout  wliich  the  uj^ion 
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cannot  be  of  long  duration. — That  there  must  he 
a  faithful  and  pointed  compliance  on  tlie  part  of 
every  state,  with  the  late  propot-;aIs  and  demands 
of  Con;^ress,  or  the  most  fatal  consequences  wil} 
ensue. — That  whatever  measures  have  a  tendency 
to   dissolve  the  union,  or  contribute  to  violate  or 
le:-;sen  the  sovereign  authority,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  hostile  to  the  Hberty  and  independency  of 
America,  and  the  authors  of  them  treated  accor- 
dipcriy. —  And  lastly,  that  unless  w^e  can  be  ena- 
bled by  the  concurrence  of  the  States  to  participate 
of  the  fruits  of  the  revolution,  and  enjoy  the  essen- 
tial benefits  of  civil  society,  under  a  form  of  gov- 
ernnient  so  free  and  uncorrupted,  so  happily  guard- 
fcd  against  the  danger  of   oppression,  as  has  b^en 
devised  and  adouted  by  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, it  will  be  a  subject  of  regret,    tliat  so  muck 
blood  and  treasure  have  b-en  lavished  for  no  pur- 
pose ;  that  so  manv  snfl'erin,gs  have  been  encoun- 
tered without  a  compensation,  and  that  so  many 
sacriHces  have  been  made  in  vain.     Many  other 
considerations    niia'ht  here  be  adduced  to   prove, 
that  without  an  entire  conformity  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Union,  we  cannot    exist  as   an   inde|)endent 
power.      It  will  be  sufficient  for  my   purpose  to 
mention  but  one  or  two,  which  ^^eem  to  oie  of  the 
greatest   imp^^rtance.     It  is    only  in    our    united 
clsaracter,  as  an  er.ipire,  thao  our  independence  is 
a'jknowledged  that  our  power  can  be  regarded,  or 
our  credit  su[>ported  among  foreign  nations.     The 
treaties  of  the  European  powers  V/ith  the  United 
SUtcs  of  America,  will  havQ  no  validity  oa  th« 
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dissolution  of  the  Union.  We  shall  be  left  nearly 
in  a  state  of  nature  ;  or  we  may  find,  by  our  own 
unliappy  experience,  that  there  is  a  natural  and 
necessary  progression  from  the  extreme  of  anarchy 
to  the  extreme  of  tyranny  ;  and  that  arbitrary 
power  k  most  easily  established  on  the  ruins  of  hb- 
erty  abused  to  licentiousness. 

As   to  the  second  article,  which  respects   the 
performance  of  public  justice,  Congress  have,  in 
their  late  Address  to  the  United  States,  almost  ex- ' 
hausted  the  subject ;  they  have   explained   their 
ide^s  so  fully,  and  have  enforced   the   obligations 
,  the  Statjes  are  under  to  render  complete  justice  to 
I  all  the  public  creditors,  with  so  much  dignity  and 
I  energy,  that  in  my  opinion,  no  real  friend  to   the 
honour  and  independency  of  America  can  hesitate 
a  single  moment  respecting  the  propriety  of  com- 
plying with  the  just  and  honorable  measures  pro- 
posed.    If  their  arguments  do  not  produce  convic- 
tion, I  know  of  nothing  that  will  have  greater  in- 
fluence, especially  when  we  reflect  that  the  sys- 
tem referred  to,  being  the  result  of  the  collected 
wisdom  of  the  continent,  must  be  esteemed,  if  not 
perfect,  certainly  the  least  objectionable  of  any  that 
could  be  devised  ;  and  that,  if  it  should  not  be  car- 
ried into  immediate  execution,  a   national   bank- 
ruptcy, with  all  its  deplorable  consequences,  will 
take  place,  before  any  different  plan  can  possibly 
be  proposed  or  adopted  ;  so  pressing  are  the  pres- 
sent  circumstances,  and  such  is  the  alternative  now 
offered  to  the  States. 

The  ability  of  the  country  to   discharge   ti^e 
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debts  which  have  been  incurred  in  its  defence,  is 
not  to  be  doubted-  An  inclination,  I  flatter  my- 
self, will  not  be  wanting  ;  the  path  of  our  dut^  is 
plain  before  us  ;  honesty  will  be  found,  on  every 
experiment,  to  be  the  best  and  only  true  policy. 
Let  us  then,  as  a  nation,  be  just ;  let  us  fulfil  the 
public  contracts  which  Congress  had  undoubtedly 
a  right  to  make  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  with  the  same  good  faith  we  suppose  our- 
jelves  bound  to  perform  our  private  engagements. 
In  the  mean  time  let  an  attention  to  the  cheerful 
performance  of  their  proper  business,  as  individuals, 
and  as  members  of  society,  be  earnestly  inculcated 
on  the  citizens  of  America ;  then  will  they  strengh- 
en  the  bands  of  government,  and  be  happy  under 
its  protection.  Every  one  will  reap  the  fruit  of 
his  labours  ;  every  one  will  enjoy  his  own  acqui- 
sitions, without  molestation  and  without  danger. 
In  this  state  of  absolute  freedom  and  perfect  se- 
curity, who  will  grudge  to  yield  a  very  little  of 
his  property  to  support  the  common  interests  of 
society,  and  ensure  the  protection  of  government  ? 
Who  does  not  remember  the  frequent  declarations 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that  we  should 
be  completely  satisfied,  if  at  the  expence  of  one 
half,  we  couli  defend  the  remainder  of  our  posses- 
sions ?  Where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who  wish- 
es to  remain  indebted  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
person  and  property  to  the  exertions,  the  bravery, 
and  the  blood  of  others,  without  making  one  gen- 
erous eflfort  to  pay  the  debt  of  honour  and  of  grat- 
itude I  In  what  part  of  the  continent  shaii  we  iin^^ 
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%ny   man,  or  body  of  men,  wlio  would  not  blush 
ito  stand  up,  and  propose  measure?  purposely  cal- 
iiulated  to  rob  the  soldier  of  his  stipend,  and  the 
jjublic  creditor  of  his  due  ?  And  were  it  possible 
|:hat  such  a  flagrant  instance  of  injustice  could  ev- 
jer  happen,  would  it  not  excite  the  general  indig- 
ination,  and  tend  to  bring  down,  upon  the  authors 
Df  such  measures,  the  aggravated    vengeance   of 
Heaven  ?  If  after  all,  a  spirit  of  disunion^ or  a  tem- 
per of  obstinacy  and  perverseness  should  manifest 
trself  in  any  of  the  states ;  if  such  an  ungracious 
liisposition  should  attempt  to  frustrate  all  the  hap- 
py effects  that  might  be  expect-d  to  flow  from  the 
anioa  ;  if  there  should  be  a  rciusal  to  comply  with 
he  requisitions  for  funds  to  discharge  the  annual 
nterest   of  the   public  debts,  and  1f  that  refusal 
hoald  revive  all  those  jealousies,  and  produce  all 

hose   evils    which  are   now  happily  removed 

"ongress,  who  have,  in  all  their  transactions, 
hewn  a  great  degree  of  magnanimitv  and  justice, 
m\\  stand  justified  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man  ! 
\nd  that  state  alone,  which  puts  itself  in  oppcsi-^ 
ion  to  the  aggregate  wisdom  of  the  continent, 
.nd  follows  such  mistaken  and  pernicious  counsels, 
ivill  be  responsible  for  all  the  consequences. 

For  my  own  part,  conscious  of  having  acted, 
vhiie  a  servant  of  the  public,  in  the  m.anner  I  con- 
:eived  best  suited  to  promote  the  real  interests  of 
ny  country  ;  having,  in  consequence  of  my  fixed 
)elief,  in  some  measure,  pledged  myself  to  the  ar- 
ny,  that  their  country  would  fmall  v  do  them  com- 
lete  and  ample  justice,  and  not  wliiingto  conceal 
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any  inctance  of  my  olTicial  conduct  from  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  I  have  thought  proper  to  transmit  to 
your  Excellency  the  enclosed  collection  of  papers, 
relative  to  the  half  pay  and  commutation  granted 
by  Congress  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  army  :  from  these 
communications,  my  decided  sentiment  will  be 
clearly  coit  prchended,  together  with  the  conclu- 
sive reasons,  which  induced  me,  at  an  early  period, 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  measure  in  the 
most  earnest  and  serious  manner.  As  the  procee- 
dings of  Congress,  the  army,  and  myself,  are  open 
to  all,  and  contain,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  in- 
fonnation  to  remove  the  prejudice  and  errors  which 
may  have  been  entertained  by  any,  1  think  it  un- 
necessary to  say  any  thing  more,  than  just  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  now  alluded 
to,  are  as  undoubtedly  and  absolutely  binding  upon 
the  United  btates,  as  the  most  solemn  acts  of  con- 
federation or  legislation. 

As  to  the  idea,  which,  I  am  informed,  has,  in 
some  instances  prevailed,  that  the  half- pay  and 
commutation  are  to  be  regarded  merely  in  the  o- 
dious  light  of  a  pension,  it  ought  to  be  exploded 
forever:  that  provision  should  be  viewed,  as  it  re- 
ally was,  a  reasonable  compensation  offered  by 
Congress,  at  a  time  when  they  had  nothing  else  to 
give  to  officers  of  the  army,  for  services  then  to  be 
perlormed  :  it  was  the  only  means  to  prevent  a 
total  derilection  of  the  services ;  it  was  a  part  of 
their  hire.  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  it  was  the 
price  of  their  blood,  and  of  your  independency  ;  it 
is  therefore  more  tha.n  a  common  debt,  it  is  a  debt 
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of  honour ;  it  can  riever  be  considered  as  a  pen-ion 
or  gratuity,  nor  cancelled  until  it  is  fairly  dischar- 
ged. 

With  regard  to  the  distmctien  between  cfTicers 
and  soMiers,  it  is  sniticient  that  the  uniform  expe- 
rience of  every  nation  of  the  world,  combined  with 
our  own,  proves  the  utility  and  propriety  of  the 
discriinination.  Rewards,  in  proportion  to  the  aid 
the  public  draws  from  tljem,  are  unquestionably 
due  to  cill  its  servants.  In  some  lines  the  soldiers 
have,  perhaps,  generally,  had  as  ample  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  by  the  laro;e  bounties  v.'hich 
have  been  paid  them,  as  their  officers  will  receive 
in  the  j)^opcsed  commutation;  in  others,  if  besides 
the  donation  of  land,  the  payment  of  arrer^ritges  of 
clothing  and  wages  (in  which  articles  a!l  the  ccm- 
poiitnt  parts  of  the  army  must  be  put  upon  t!.e 
sa,me  lx)oting)  we  take  into  the  estimate,  the  boun- 
ties many  of  the  soldiers  have  rtceived,  and  the 
gratuity  of  one  year's  full  pay,  w  hich  i^  promised 
to  all,  possibly  tlieir  situation  (every  ciici-rastaiice 
being  duly  considered)  will  not  be  deemed  less  eli- 
gible than  that  of  tbe  officers. 

Should  a  further  reward,  however,  be  judged 
equitable,  I  u  ill  venture  to  assert,  ro  man  will  en- 
joy greater  satisfaction  than  myself,  in  an  exemp- 
tion from  taxes  for  a  limited  time  ('',vhich  has  been 
p.'^itioned  for  in  some  instance:)  or  any  other  ade- 
quate iinm^inity  cr  compcn;;ati0n  grar;ted  to  the 
brave  de-fenders  of  their  country's  cause  :  bi.t  nei- 
ther the  adoption  cr  rejection  of  this  proposition 
w.il,  in  any  maniier  ■d.iiii:.^^  much  ie-Js  militat€  a- 
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o-amst  the  act  of  Congress,  by  ^^'hicb  they  have  of 
fered  five  vears  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  fo. 
life,  which  had  been  before  promised  to  the  officertx 
ef  the  army.  ,,.     . 

Before  I'conclude  the  subject  on  public  justice, 
I  cannot  omit  to   mention    the   obugations   this 
country  is  under  to  that  meritorious  class  of^  vete- 
rans, the  non  commissioned  officers  and    privates, 
v^ho  have  been  discharged  fur  inability,  m  conse- 
Qoence  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  23d  of 
April,  nH2,  on  an  annual  pension  for  h(e.      I  heir 
peculiar  suOerings,  their  singular  merits  and  claims 
10  that  provision  need  only  to  be  known,  to  inter- 
est the  feelings  of  humanity  in  their  behalf.     No- 
thino-  but  a  punctual  paym.ent  of  their  annual  al- 
lowalice  can  rescue  them  from  the  most   compli- 
cated misery  ;  and  nothing  ceuld  be  a  more  inel- 
auchoiy  and  distressing  sight,  than  to  behold  those 
>who  have  shed  their  blood,  or  lost  their  limbs  in 
the  service  of  their  country,   without  a  shelter, 
without  a  friend,  and  witiiout  the  means  of  ob- 
taining;  any  of  the  comforts  or  necessaries  of   h.e, 
compelled  to  beg  their  daily  bread  from  door    to 
door.      Suffer  me  to  recowimend  those  of  this  des- 
cription  belonging  to  your  state,  ^o  the  xyarmest 
patronage  of  vour  Excellency  and  your  legislature. 
It  is  nece?v-ar\  to  say  but  a  few  words   on   the 
third   topic  which  was  proposed,  and  which  re- 
cards  particularly  the  defence  of  the  republic.     As 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  Coigress  will  recom- 
H-,er>d  a  proper  peace  establij^hment  tor  the  Umte«l 
States,  in  which  a  due  attention  will  be  paid  to 
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the  importance  of  placing  the  militia  of  the  union 
upon  a  regular  and  rei-pectab'e  footing;  if  tliis 
should  be  the  case,  I  should  beg  leave  to  urge  the 
great  advantage  of  it  in  the  strongest  ternii;- 

The  miiitia  of  thi^  country  must  be  consirlered 
as  the  panadjum  of  our  security,  and  the  first  effec- 
tual resort  in  case  of  hostility :  it  i?  essentia!,  there* 
fore,  that  the  sanr>e  system  should  pervade  the 
whole;  that  the  for nrsation  and  discipline  of  the 
militia  of  the  continent  should  be  absolutely  uni- 
form ;  and  that  the  same  species  of  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  military  apparratus.  should  be  introdu- 
ced in  e^^ery  part  of  the  Urjited  ^>tafes.  No  one, 
who  has  not  learned  it  fr  m  experience,  can  con- 
ceive the  difficulty,  expense,  and  confusion  which 
result  from  a  contrary  system,  or  the  vague  ar- 
rangements which  have  hitherto  prevailed. 

]f.  in  treating  of  political  p'ints.  a  greater  lati- 
tude *han  usual  has  been  taken  in  the  ci.urse  of  the 
Address,  the  importance  of  the  crisis,  and  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  objects  n  discussion,  must  be  m-i  a- 
pology  :  It  is  however,  ndllier  my  wish  nor  ex- 
pectatton,  thai  the  precedi:;g  observations  should 
cluiu)  any  regurd.  exccj.t  so  far  as  they  shaU  ::p- 
pear  to  be  dictated  by  a  good  intention  ;  consonant 
to  the  immiitabie  rule-  of  justice  ;  calculated  to 
produce  a  liberal  systen,  of  policy,  and  foui;ded  on 
whatever  experience  may  have  been  acquired  'K3\  a 
long  and  close  attention  to  public  bubine^s.  Here 
]  might  speak  with  more  confidence,  from  m.y  ac- 
tiial  observatioi.i  ;  and  if  it  would  not  swell  this 
letter   (^already    too   prolix)    beyond  the  bounds  I 
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had  prescribed  to  my«eVf,  I  could  demonstrate  to  ev- 
ery mind,  open  to  conviction,  tliat  in  less  time> 
and  with  much  less  expense  than  has  been  incnr- 
red,  the  war  might  have  been  brought  to  the  same 
hapi.y  conclusion,  if  the  resources  of  the  continent 
could  have  been  properly  Cuilied  forth  ;  thit  the  dis- 
tresses and  disappointments  which  have  very  often 
occurred,  have,  in  too  many  instances,  resulted 
more  from  a  want  of  energy  in  the  contmental 
jrovernment,  than  a  deficiency  of  means  in  the  par- 
ticular States :  That  the  meiHc  icy  of  the  measures, 
arising  from  the  want  of  an  adequate  authority  in 
the  supreme  oower,  from  a  partial  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress  in  some  of  the  States, 
and  from  a  failure  of  punctuality  In  others,  whde 
they  tended  to  damp  the  zeal  of  those  who  were 
more  wiilinrv  to  exert  themselves,  served  also  to  ac 
cumulate  the  exuenses  of  the  war,  and  to  frustrate 
tlie  best  concerted  plans  ;  and  that  the  discourage, 
meat  occasioned  by  the  complicated  dilliculties  and 
embari^assments,  m  which  our  affairs  were  bv  this 
means  involved,  would  have  long  ago  produced 
the  dissolution  of  any  army,  less  patient,  less  vir- 
tuous, and  less  persevering  than  that  which  1  have 
had  the  honour  to  command.  But  while  I  men. 
tion  those  things,  which  are  notorious  facts,  as  the 
defects  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  particularly  in 
the  prosecution  of  a  war,  I  beg  it  may  oe  under- 
stood, hat  as  1  have  ever  taken  a  pleasure  m  grate- 
fully acknowled,^ing  the  assistance  and  support  1 
have  derived  from  eve^  class  of  citizens;  so  sha  I 
I  alwav.  be  hapay  to  do  justice  to  the  unparrallel- 
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ei  exertions  of  the  individual  States,  on  many  in« 

teresting  occasions. 

I  have  thus  freely  disclosed  wliat  I  wished  to 
make  known  before  I  surrendered  up  my  public 
trust  to  those  who  committed  it  to  me :  The  task 
is  now  accomplished.  I  now  bid  adieu  to  your 
Excellency,  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  your  State ; 
at  the  same  time  '  bid  a  last  farewell  to  the  cares 
of  office,  and  all  the  employments  of  public  hfe. 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  fmal  and  only  request, 
that  your  Excellency  will  communicate  these  sen- 
timents to  yonr  legislature,  at  their  next  meeting  ; 
and  that  they  may  be  considered  as  the  legacy  of 
one  who  has  ardently  wished,  on  all  occasions,  to 
be  useful  to  his  country,  and  v.  ho.  even  in  the 
shade  of  retirement,  will  not  fail  to  inipiore  the  Di- 
vine benediction  upon  it. 

I  now  make  it  my  earnest  prayer,  that  God 
would  have  you,  and  the  ^tate  over  which  you 
preside,  in  his  holy  protection  ;  that  he  would  in- 
cline the  hearts  of  the  citizens  to  cultivate  a  spirit 
of  subordination  and  obedience  to  government  ;  to 
entertain  a  broherly  affection  and  love  for  one  an- 
other, for  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States 
at  large  ;  and  particularly  for  tlieir  brethren  a\  ho 
have  served  in  the  field  ;  and  finally,  that  he  v\ould 
most  crraciously  be  pleased  to  dispose  us  all  to  do 
justice,  to  iove  mercy,  and  to  dcmeari  ourselves 
with  that  charity,  humility,  and  pacilic  temper  of 
the  mind,  wiiich  were  the  characteristics  of  the 
Divine  author  cf  our  blessed  felig;ion  ;  Without  au 
L  2 
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humble  imitation  of  whose  example  in  these  things, 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  a  iiappy  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and 
respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  and 
most  humble  servant, 

G.  Washington. 

General  Washington  having  retired  from  all 
public  employment,  now  assumed  thf:  character  of 
a  private  gentleman  ;  be  employed  himself  in  im- 
proving his  farms  and  plantation,  anJ  in  cultiva- 
tin'i-  the  arts  of  peace.  But  in  this  retreiit  of  hap- 
piness  and  rural  simplicity  he  was  not  bntierea 
long  to  remain  ;  it  was  too  soon  for  the  f ether  of 
America  to  leave  his  infant  care,  his  v/ell  tried  vir- 
tues were  generally  and  justly  known  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  their  confidence  in  his  judgment,  ex- 
perience and  disinterested  patriotism,  was  u-iivrr- 
sal  even  to  enthusiasm.  J^'our  years  had  not  ex- 
pired from  the  period  at  which  he  resigned  his  mil- 
itary command,  when  the  voice  of  his  country  a- 
gain  called  him  to  its  service — in  the  year  1787, 
he  v/as  elected  a  delegable  to  the  federal  convention 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  to  form  the  new  con- 
stitution, and  was  chosen  president  thereof,— 
Whatever  diffefence  of  sentiment  there  might  have 
been  amongst  the  citizens  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple, structure,  er  adoption  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion, there  appeared  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the 
man  who  should  sit  at  the  helm  of  its  administra- 
tion. General  Washington,  after  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution,  was,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
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iTfi 9,  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  United 
Scates  —  vvrhereiipon  the  citizens  tejtirted  with  be- 
c  )ining  joy,  their  confidence  and  approbation  at  his 
appoint ment  to  the  offic^  of  chiet  magistrate,  ajid 
innuinerable  addresses  re't crated  his  praise,  from  ev- 
ery part  i»f  ti>e  union. 

Hii  tnua^phal  entry  into  Philadelphia  on  his 
way  to  New-York,  tlie  seat'of  government,  to  as- 
sume the  duties  of  his  important  office,  merit  a 
minute  description.  Early  on  tne  morning  of  the 
20(;h  of  .\pril,  his  .'.xce'lcncy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. ; 
governor  of  the  state,  the  Hon.  Kichurd  Peters, 
Esq.  ;  Speaker  of  tlie  legislature  of  the  State,  the 
old  city  troop  of  horse,  and  another  troop  from  the 
city,  commanded  by  captain  Bingham,  waited  the. 
arrival  of  tiieir  beloved  it  osh'iyirtonj  at  the  line  be- 
tween the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware, 
to  vv^hich  place  they  had  proceeded  on  the  evening 
before. 

After  paying  him  the  tribute  of  military  honor 
due  to  his  rank  and  exalted  character,  by  proper  sa- 
lutes  and  otherwise,  they  escortfd  him  into  Ches- 
ter, where  they  breakfasted,  and  rented  a  couple  of 
hours. 

This  great  and  worthy  man,  finding  he  cou'd 
not  po-Sibly  elude  the  parade  which  necessarily 
must  attend  manifestations  of  joy  and  affection, 
when  displayed  by  a  grateful  people,  to  their  pat- 
riot benefactor,  ordered  his  carriages  into  the  rear 
of  the  whole  line,  and  mounted  an  elegant  horse, 
accompanied  by  the  venerable  patriot,  C'.harles 
Thompson,  Esq.  and  his  lormer  aid-de-camp,  the 
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celebrated    Colonel   Humphries ;  both   of  whom 
were  also  on  horse  back. 

On  their  way  to  the  city,  they  were  joined  by 
detachments  from  the  Chester  and  Philadelpliia 
troops  of  horse,  and  albo  by  a  nunnber  of  lesj-ecta- 
bie  citizens,  at  whose  head  was  the  worthy  citizen 
and  soldier,  his  Excellency  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Esq. 
governor  of  the  Western  Territory.  Thus  they 
proceeded -to  Gray's  ferry,  on  Scliuyikill  ;  observing 
the  strictest  order  and  regularity  during  the  march. 
But  here  such  a  scene  presented  itself,  that  even 
the  pencil  of  a  Raphael  could  not  delineate. 

The  bridge  was  highly  decorated  with  laurel 
and  other  evergreens,  by  Mr.  Gray,  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Peale,  and  others,  and  in  such  a  style  as  to  dis- 
play unconnmon  taste  in  thete  gentlemen.  At  each 
end  there  were  erected  magniiicent  arches,  com- 
pose I  of  laurel,  emblematical  of  the  ancient  trium-  ' 
phal  arches,  used  by  the  Romans,  and  on  each  side 
of  the  bridge,  a  laurel  shrubbery,  which  seemed  to 
challenge  even  nature  herself,  for  sim^dicity,  ease 
and  elegance.  And  as  our  beloved  WASHFNGroN 
passed  the  bridge,  a  lad  beautifully  ornamented 
with  sprigs  of  laurel,  assisted  by  certain  machinery, 
let  drop  above  the  heroes  head,  un perceived  by  him, 
a  civic  crown  oi  laurel.  There  was  also  a  vtry  el- 
egant display  of  variegated  flags  on  each  side  of  the 
bridge,  as  well  a>  other  places,  which  alternutely 
cauglit  the  eye,  and  filled  the  spectator's  soul  with 
admiration  and  delight. 

But  v/ho  can  describe  the  h?art  felt  congratula.    . 
tions  of  more  than  twei^t^  thousand  free  citizei*^  / 
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who  lined  everv  feaoe,  field,  anJ  avenue  bot'.veen 
the  b-i ! ;-  mi  the  city  ^  The  aq;ecl  sire,  the  vesie- 
rab'e  matron,  ^he  h'Ti:-ning  virgin,  and  the  nidi/ 
youth,  were  all  einn'ous  in  their  plaudits — na\% 
the  lisping;  infant  did  not  withhold  its  innocent 
smile  of  praise  and  approbation. 

In  shDrt,  all  classes  and  de.^cription  of  citizen^ 
discovered  (and  they  felt  what  they  discovered)  the 
most  iindisg  lised  attachment  and  unbounded  zeal 
for  their  dear  chief,  and  I  may  add,  under  God,  th* 
Savioar  of  their  country.  Not  a!!  the  pomp  of 
majestr,  not  even  imperial  dignity  itself,  surround- 
ed with  its  usual  spleniour  and  inagnilicence,  could 
equal  this  interesting  scene. 

C);i  approacihing  nexr  the  city,  our  illustrious 
chief  was  highly  gratified  with  a  further  military 
display  of  infantry,' and  artillery  who  joined  in  the 
profession,  and  thousands  of  freemen,  whose  hearts 
burned  with  patriotic  fire,  also  fell  into  the  ranks, 
4'moKt  every  square  they  marched,  uotilthe  column 
s. veiled  bevoai  credibility  itself,  and  having  con- 
ducted the  man  of  their  hearts  to  the  city  tavern, 
he  was  Introduced  to  a  very  grand  and  plentiful 
baijquet,  which  was  prepared  for  him  by  the  citi- 
zens. At  dinner,  thirteen  patriotic  toasts  were 
d-nk.  The  pleasures  and  festivity  of  the  day  be. 
ing  over,  they  were  succeeded  by  a  handsome  dis- 
play of  fire  works  in  the  evening  ;  this  may  give 
a  faint  idea  of  this  glorioits  procession,  and  of  the 
universal  j>v  which  in-pired  every  heart  upon  this 
interesting,  tiiis  importanr  occasion. 

iiivii)^  arrived  'at  the  seat  of  government  he 
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delivered  the  following  inangural  address  to  both 

houses  of  Congress,  viz. 

Inau2:ural  Addrefs  of  the  Prefident  of 

o 

the    United   States    to    both 
Houfes  of  Congrefs. 

**  Among  tbe  vicissitude^-  incident  to  life,  no 
event  could  imve  fiikd  me  with  greaser  anxieties, 
than  that,  of  which  the  notification  was  transmit- 
ted by  your  order,  and  received  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  present  month  :  on  the  one  hand,  I  was 
summoned  by  my  country  whose  voice  1  can  nev. 
er  hear  but  with  veneration  and  love,  from  a  re. 
treat  which  I  had  ciiosen  with  the  fondest  prede- 
iiction,  and,  in  my  flattering  hopes,  with  an  im- 
mutable decision,  as  the  asylum  of  my  declining 
years:  a  retreat  which  uas  rendered  every  day 
more  necessary,  as  well  as  mure  dear  to  m.e,  by  the 
addition  of  habit  to  inclination,  and  of  frequent  in- 
terruptions in  healthy  to  the  gradvjal  waste  com- 
mitted on  it  by  time.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
magnitude  and  difficulties  of  the  trust,  to  which 
the  voice  of  my  country  called  me,  being  stifiicient 
to  awaken  in  the  v/isest  and  most  experienced  of 
her  citizens,  a  distrui^tful  scrutiny  into  his  qualifica- 
tions, couid  not  but  overwhelm  with  despoulence, 
one,  who.  inheriting  inferior  endowments  from  na- 
ture, and  unpractised  in  tlie  duties  of  civil  ad.iiin- 
istration,  ought  to  be  peculiarly  coni^cieus  of  his 
owv^a  deficiencies.     In  this  conflict  of  emotions,  all 
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I  dare  aver,  is  that  it  has  been  my  faithfu]  study 
to  collect  my  du^y  from  a  jast  ap{)reoianon  of  eve- 
ry ciroa  nc-ta^ice,  by  which  it  might  be  affected. 
All  I  d  re  h  j;je,  is  that  if,  in  executing  thi<  task, 
I  have  been  ^  )0  Tii'.ch  swayed  by  a  grateful  remem- 
brance of  former  instances,  or  by  an  affectionate 
serjs-bihty  to  this  transcejidant  proof  of  the  confi- 
dence of  rav  fellow  citizens — and  have  thence  too 
little  consulted  ii-y  incapacity  as  well  as  disincli- 
ii:\tion  for  the  weighty  and  untried  cares  before  me 
»— mv  error  will  be  palliated  by  the  motives  which 
mislead  me,  and  its  contequences  be  judged  by  my 
country,  v/ith  eome  share  of  the  partiality  in  which 
they  originated. 

*'  Such  being  the  impre-:sions  under  which  I 
have,  in  obedience  to  the  public  s.immons,  repaired 
to  the  present  station— it  would  be  peculiar!}  im- 
proper to  oiTjit  in  the  first  official  act,  my  fervent 
supplications  to  that  Almighty  Being  who  rules 
over  the  tmiverte,  wlio  presides  in  the  councils  of 
nati  uis — and  whose  pr^  vidcntial  aids  can  sup[)'y 
every  human  defect,  th.at  his  benediction  may  con- 
secrate to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  leople 
of  the  Unite-d  States,  a  gwernment  instituted  by 
themselves  for  these  essential  purposes-  and  may 
enable  every  instrimient,  employed  in  its  adminis- 
tration, to  execute  with  succe-s  the  functions  allot- 
ted to  his  charge.  In  tendering  this  homage  to 
the  great  Author  of  every  public  and  private  g«^od, 
I  assure  myself  that  it  expresses  your  sentiments 
not  less  than  my  own,  nor  those  of  my  fellow  cit« 
izeiis  at  large,  less  than  either.     No  people  CRn  be 
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bound  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  invisible  hard, 
which  coiid<:cts  the  atTairs  of  men,  more  than  the 
people  cf  the  United  States.  F^ver}'  step,  by  w  h k  h 
they  have  advanced  to  the  cljarecter  of  an  ir  de- 
pendent nation,  seems  to  have  hQen  distinguiFhrd 
by  some  tokens  of  providential  agenc}'.  And  in 
the  important  revolution  just  accomplished  in  the 
system  of  their  United  government,  the  tranquil 
deliberations  and  vohmtary  consent  of  so  many  dis- 
tinct communities,  from  w  hich  the  event  has  re- 
sulted, cannot  be  compared  with  the  means  by 
which  most  governmenls  have  been  establibhed, 
vithout  some  return  of  pious  gratitude,  along  with 
an  humble  anticipation  of  the  future  blessings 
which  the  past  seem  to  preFage.  These  reflec- 
tions, arising  out  of  the  present  crisis,  have  forced 
themselves  too  strongly  on  my  mind  to  be  sup- 
pressed. You  will  join  me,  I  trust,  in  thinking, 
that  there  are  none  under  the  influence  of  which 
the  proceedings  of  a  new  and  free  government  can 
more  auspiciously  commence. 

*'  By  the  article  estabiishinjO-  tlie  executive  de^ 
partment,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Frefident  *'  to 
recommend  to  your  conideration  such  meaf,ure£  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."  The 
circumstances  under  wliich  I  now  meet  you,  will 
acquit  me  from  entering  into  that  subject,  farther 
than  to  refer  to  the  great  constitutional  charter 
under  which  you  are  now  jis&embled  ;  and  which 
in  defining  your  powers,  designates  the  objects  to 
which  your  attention  is  to  be  given.  It  will  be 
iJiore  consistent,  with  those  circumstances,  and  far 
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nior€  congenial  with  the  feelings  which   actuate 
me,  to  substitute  in  place  of  a  recoKinnendation  of 
particular  measures,  the  tribute  that  is  due  to  the 
talents,  the  rectitude,  and  the  patriotism  which  a- 
dorn  the  characters  selected  to  device  and  to  adopt 
them.     In  these  qualifications,  I  behold  the  surest 
pledges,  that  as,  on  one  side,  no  loca4  prejudices  or 
attachments— no  separate  views — nor  party    ani- 
mosities, will  mis-direct  the  comprehensive  and  e- 
qual  eye  which  ought  to  watch  over  this  great  as- 
semblage of  communities  and  interests :  so,  on  ao- 
other,  that  the  foundations  of  our  national  policy 
will  be  laid  in  the  pure  and  immutable  principles 
of  private  morality  ;  and  the  pre-eminence  of  free 
government,    be  exeinpllfied  by  all  the  attributes 
v/hich   can   win  the  alTections  of  its  aitJzene,  and 
command    the  respect  of  the  world.     I  dwell  on 
this  prospect  with  every  satisfaction  which  an  ar- 
dent love  for  my  country  can  inspire  ;  since  there 
is  no  truth  more  thorouglily  established,  than  that 
there  exists  in  the  economy  and  course  of  nature, 
an  indissoluble  union  between  virtue  and  happiness, 
between  duty  and  advantage,  between  the   gen- 
uine maxims  of  an  honest  and  magnanimous  poli- 
cy, and  the  solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and 
felicity  :  ^ince  we  ought  to  be  no  less  persuaded, 
tliat  the  propitious  smiles  of  Heaven  can  never  be 
expected  on  a  nation  that  disregards  the  eternal 
ruies  of  order  and  right,  which  Hea\en  itself  hath 
ordained  ;  and  since  the  preservation  of  the  sacred 
fire  of  liberty,  and  the  destiny  of  the  republican 
tnodel  of  government,  are  justly  considered  as  deep* 


134  Bi9grnpJncal  Memoirs  of 

I7,  perhaps  as  finally  staked,   on    the  experiment 

entrusted  to  the  hands  of  the  American  people. 

*'  Resides  the  ordinary  objects  submitted  to  your 
care,  it  will  remain  with  your  judgment  to  decide 
how  far  an  exercise  of  the  occasional  power  dele- 
gated by  the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution  is  ren- 
dered expedient  at  the  present  juncture,  by  the  na- 
ture of  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
the  system,  or  by  the  degree  of  inquietude  which 
has  given  birth  to  them.  Instead  of  undertaking 
particular  recommendations  on  this  subject,  in 
which  I  could  be  guided  bv  no  lights  derived  from 
official  opportunities,  1  ^hall  again  give  way  to  my 
entire  confidence  in  your  discernment  and  piirsuit 
of  the  public  good  ;  for  I  assure  myself  that  whilst 
you  carefully  avoid  every  altercation  which  might 
endanger  the  benefits  of  an  united  and  effective 
government,  or  which  ought  to  await  the  future 
lessons  of  experience  ;  a  reverence  for  the  charac- 
teristic rights  of  freemen,  and  a  regard  for  the  pub^ 
lie  harmony,  will  sufficiently  influence  your  delib- 
erations on  the  question,  how  far  the  former  can 
be  more  impregnably  fortified,  or  the  latter  be  safe- 
ly aiid  advantageously  promoted. 

"  To  the  preceding  observahons,  I  have  one  to 
add,  which  will  be  most  properly  addressed  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  concerns  myself,  and 
therefore  wiil  be  as  brief  as  possible.  When  I  was 
first  honoured  with  a  call  into  the  service  of  iv.y, 
country,  then  on  the  eve  of  an  arduous  struggle  for 
its  liberties,  the  light  in  which  1  contemplated  my 
duty,  required  that  i  should  renounce  every  pecua- 
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larv  compensation.  From  this  resolution  T  have 
in  no  instance  departed.  And  being  still  under 
the  ynpressions  which  produced  it,  I  must  decline, 
as  Inapplicable  to  nnyself,  any  share  in  the  persoral 
emoluments,  u  hich  may  be  indispen.-ably  included 
in  a  permanent  provision  for  the  executive  depart- 
ment ;  and  n-ust  accojdingly  pray  that  the  pecun- 
iary estim.a^e?  for  the  5:tation  in  which  T  am  placed, 
may,  during  my  continuance  in  it.  be  limited  to 
such  actual  expenditures  as  the  pubhc  good  may 
be  thouglit  to  require. 

'•  Having  thub  imparted  to  you  my  sentiments, 
as  they  have  been  awakened  by  the  occasion  which 
bru  gs  us  together,  I  shall  take  my  present  leave  ; 
but  not  without  resorting  once  more  to  the  benign 
Parent  of  the  human  race,  in  humble  supphcation, 
t.i.-'t  since  he  has  been  pleased  to  favor  the  AUiCr- 
ican  people,  with  opportunities  for  deliberat  ng  in 
pefec  tran(  ui  :ty,  and  dispositions  for  deciding 
with  unparalleled  i.nanimity  on  a  form  of  govern- 
mfnt,  for  the  security  of  their  union,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  happiness  ;  so  his  divine  bles- 
sing may  be  equ.ally  conspicuous  in  the  eniurgtd 
vlevvs,  the  temperate  consultations,  and  the  wise 
m.asures  on  which  the  success  of  this  governiiient 
must  depend. 

G.  Washingto'n." 


The  first  session  of  Congress,  under  the  new  con- 
stitution, continueJ  their  sittings  Jrom  the  4- h  of 
^larch  un+il  the  29th  of  S(  ptem'^er,  their  attention 
W'jts  chiefly  directed  towards  the  estabhthmeiit  of 
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various  re'^nlat.ions  for  the  restoration  of  the  public 
ere  lit  of  the  United  States,  and  other  o^-jects  of  po- 
litical econoiny.     Durin^j;  the  period  of  the  session, 
the  President  resided  at  New- York,  sanctioning  the 
proceedings  o^  the  legislature,  and  otherwise  or;]:an- 
iiiig   the  feleril  governinent.     Shortly  after  the 
rising  of  Congress,  he  made  a  tonr  to  the  states  of 
Connecticut,  Missachnsetts,  and  New  Hampshire, 
a^ta.'ided  by  Messrs.  Lear  and  Jackson,  his  secreta- 
ries.    In  every  part  of  the  country  through  which 
he  uas^^ed,  tha  citizens  e  nbraced  the   opportunity 
of  personally  testifying  their  esteeii  and  respect  of 
the  m  in  ofthe'r  choice,  in  whose  charACter,  whatever 
is  great  and  good  —whatever  dignifies  and  adorns 
hfi.nan  nature,  are  so  happily  united.     All  that  a 
grateful  people  could  pay,  was  paid,  whenever  he 
approached  a  town  or  village,  the  roads  were  lined 
with  citizens  to  liiil  hin  welcotue — the   military 
escorted  hi.n  froin  place  to  place.     Particularly  to 
rel  ite  all  tiie  grateful  testimonials  which  were  paid 
him  during  this  visit,  is  impossible  from  their  nu.n- 
ber.      If  o  ir  limits  would  permit^  a  description  of 
th*^  mmner  in  wliich  he  was  received  at  Boston 
wou'd  be  particularly  interesting ;  nor  can  we  spe- 
cif/ the  numerous  congratulatory  a^ldresses  which 
were    prcocnted  him.      Biit  no  particular  circum- 
stance give  him  more  pleasure,  during  his  whole 
tour,  than  the  plain  and  hearty  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Northey,  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen  at  Sa- 
lem received  him.     This  gentleman  is  of  the  socie- 
ty of  Friends  and  when  the  Pi-esident  was  present- 
ed to  the  selectmen,  Mr.  Northey,  being  covered. 
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took  him  by  the  hand  said,  "  Friend  Washington, 
we  are  glad  to  see  thee,  and  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants, bid  thee  a  hearty  welconae  to  Salem." 

On  his  arrival  at  Newburyport,  the  following 
incident  occurred,  a  poor  old  soldier  named  Cotton, 
who  was  with  him  in  the  memorable  battle  on  the 
Ohio,  when  Braddockwas  defeated,  requested,  and 
was  admitted  into  the  room  where  the  President 
was — on  the  soldier's  asking  "•  hew  Mjcr  Wo.sk'-r.g'- 
ton  d.d  r*  the  President  immediately  recollected  his 
person,  and  rising  from  his  chair,  took  him  by  the 
hand,  and  tenderly  enquired  into  the  scenes  of  his 
life,  and  present  circumstances,  •*  I  thank  God," 
answered  the  soldier,  "that  I  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  my  old  commander  once  more,  1  have 
seen  him  in  adversity,  and  now  seeing  him  in  glo- 
ry, I  can  go  home  and  die  contented."  The  next 
morning,  he  came  again  to  take  leave  of  the  Pre-* 
sident,  v/ho  gave  him  a  guinea,  which  lie  accept- 
ed he  said,  "  merely  as  a  token  in  remembrance  of 
his  commander,"  and  which  he  wore  pendent  on 
his  bosom,  declaring  that  nothing  earthly  should 
separate  it  from  him. 

While  General  Washington  was  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  following  circumstance, 
which  does  honour  to  his  humanity,  occurred. 
One  Reuben  Rouzy,  of  Virginia,  ow^d  him  about 
&  thousand  pounds  ;  one  of  the  President's  agents 
brought  a  suit  for  the  money,  judgment  wab  ob- 
tained, and  execution  issued  against  the  body  of  the 
defendant,  who  was  taken  to  goal.  He  had  a  con. 
Siderable  landed  ^^roperty,  but  this  kind  of  pro^^eity, 
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cannot  be  sold  in  Virginia  for  debts,  unless  at  the 
discretion  of  the  person.  He  had  a  large  family, 
and  preferred  lying  in  goal  to  selling  his  lands,  tor 
the  sake  of  his  children. — Soaie  of  his  acquaintance 
hinted  to  him,  that  probably  General  Washington 
did  not  know  any  thing  of  the  proceeding,  and  it 
might  be  well  to  send  him  a  petition,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances.  He  did  so,  ar.d  the 
very  next  post  from  Philadelphia,  after  his  petition 
arrived,  brought  him  a  relcasement,  v/ith  a  severe 
reprimand  on  the  agent  for  acting  in  such  a  cruel 
manner,  without  consent.  Poor  Rouzy  was,  in 
consequence,  restored  to  his  family  and  happiness, 
who  never  laid  down  their  head  at  night,  without 
offering  tlieir  prayers  to  Heaven  for  our   much  be- 

lo'Vcd    VvrASlIINGTON. 

On  the  4th  day  of  January,  !  790,  Congress  held 
their  second  sess.on  at  New- York.  The  President 
opened  it  with  a  speech  ;  he  congratulated  them 
en  the  favorable  prospects  which  the  public  af- 
fairs then  assumed  ;  the  accession  of  the  state  of 
North-Carolina  to  ihe  Union,  the  rl-.ing  credit  and 
respectability  of  the  country,  and  the  concord,  peace 
and  plenty  with  which  they  were  blessed :  he  di- 
rected their  attention  towards  the  making  provis- 
ion for  the  common  defence,  assuring  them  that 
*'■  to  be  prepared  for  war,  is  one  of  the  mc^st  effec- 
tual means  of  preserving  peace,  and  that  a  free  peo- 
ple ought  not  only  to  be  armed  but  disciplined  ;'* 
he  recommended  the  proteotion  of  the  \\  estern  and 
Soutliern  frontiers  against  the  depredations  of  the 
hostile  Indians  j  the  establishment  of  intercourse 
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with  other  nations ;  the  framing  of  an  uniform  law 
for  the  naturaliziition  of  foreigners  ;  the  iniportance 
of  uniformity  in  the  currency,  weights  and  meas- 
ures throughout  the  Utsion  ;  the  advancement  of 
agricuhure,  commerce,  and  rtianiifactures  ;  the  en- 
coaragoment  of  exertions  of  skit  I,  and  genins,  and 
to  facilitate  the  intercour  e  between   the    distant 
pirtsof  the  country,  by  a  due  attention  to  the  post- 
Oifice  and  post-roads.      He  particularly  recommen- 
ded the  promotion  of  science  and  literature,  as  the 
surest  basis  of  public  happiness,  and  bebt  means  of 
securing  a  free  constitution,  by  teaching  the    peo- 
ple to  know  and  to  vafue  their  rigiits.  to   discern 
and  provide  aj;uins'c  innovations  of  them,  to  distin- 
guish between  oppression  and  the  necessary  exer- 
cise of  lawful  authority,  to  discriminate  the  spirit 
of  liberty   from  that  of  licentiousness,  cherishing 
the   first,   avoiding  the  last,  and  uniting  a  speedy 
but    temperate   viglance   against   encroachmtnls, 
with  an  inviolable  respect  to  the    aws.     tie    in- 
formed them  that  he  had  directed  the  papers  and 
esti.natcy   to  be  iaid  before  them,  v/hich  were  ne- 
cessary to  convey  to  them,  tiiat  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  af- 
ff^>rd.     He  concluded  by  assuring  them,  that  *'  He 
should  derive  great  satisfaction,  from    a    co-opera- 
tion  with  them,  in  the  pleasing,    tliough   arduous 
task,  of  ensuring  to  their  fellow  citizens:  the  bles- 
sings   which   they   have  a  ri^ht  to  expect  from  a 
fiCe,  efficient  governiiient.'* 

Til  s  seesioii  continued  tfjeir  sittings    until  the 
12th  of  Auo«jt  following  y  in  thtit  monih  the  Pre- 


140  .   B'lograpJacdl  Mejuo'ifs  of 

sident  negociate(t  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendsliip 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation 
of  Indians  ;  the  ceremony  took  place  at  New- York, 
on  the  30th  of  September.  The  same  year  Gen- 
eral Harmar,  with  320  United  States  troops  and 
1 133  militia,  gave  battle  to  the  Miami  Indians,  by 
"whom  he  was  de  eated  with  the  loss  of  183  men 
killed,  and  31  wounded  ;  about  1  00  or  upwards  of 
the  Indians  were  killed.     The  Miami  viljaoe,  con- 

•     «  to    ' 

tammg  about  iOO  log  houses,  or  wigwams,  with 
20,000  bushels  of  corn,  was  destroyed. 

The  third  session  of  Congress  met  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1790,  and  rose  on  the  3d  of  March  fol- 
lowing ;  their  deliberations  were  chiefly  directed 
towards  the  regulation  of  conntierce,  further  im- 
provement of  the  judicial  system,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  the  apj>oiritment  of  consuls  in  foreign 
countries.  The  state  of  Kentucky  was  admitted 
3nto  the  union  as  a  distinct  state,  and  a  loan  was 
negotiated  w^ith  the  states  of  Holland. 

The  Indian  war  continued  on  the  frontier  of  the 
states.  During  the  summer  of  1791,  General 
Scott  surprised  the  Wab&sh  towns ;  he  killed  about 
30  Indians,  took  50  priaouers,  and  brought  with 
him  200  horses,  loaded  with  peltry  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  plunder,  with  the  loss  of  three  men  only. 
The  attention  of  the  President  during  the  period 
of  this  Congress,  was  chiefly  directed  towards  tht 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  establishment  of  commerce. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1791,  the  second  Con- 
f^tt&i  comaienccd  tUek  lirst  session :  th«  President, 


a?  uFU!il,  opened  the  session  bv  a  speech  to  both 
ho-i^es ;  he  beo-^.n  hy  remarking  the  i^^.jndance  of 
the  precfiing  harvest,  the  progressive  state  of  agri- 
culture, manufucture?,  commerce  and  ravi;2;ation, 
and  the  general  and  ha;^py  effcts  which  had  been 
proiuced  by  the  revival  of  public  and  private  con- 
tidence,  to  which  the  lavvs  of  the  United  States 
li;-d  so  e.i^'.nently  contributed.  He  mentioned  the 
pJan  laid  down  for  conciliating  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians ;  the  basis  of  which  was  a  strict  adherance 
to  the  dictates  of  justice  and  hujnanity.  The  act 
for  laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  had  been,  he 
said,  attended  with  i^ome  dim julty,  from  the  want 
of  experience  in  the  federal  governn..ent,  to  niske 
the  proper  arrangements,  and,  in  some  parts  of  the 
union,  there  had  been  a  misconception  of  its  pi  j- 
visions  ;  but  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  the  dis- 
content produced  fro!n  it  wonld  be  removed  by  a 
proper  explanation  of  the  law.  The  Presiient 
next  observed,  that,  agreeable  to  several  acts  on 
that  subject,  a  district  of  ten  miles  square,  for  the 
permanent  scat  of  the  government  of  the  Unittnl 
States,  hid  been  fixed  upon  and  announced  by 
proclamation  ;  that  the  district  comprehended  lan-.i« 
on  both  si  les  of  the  Potomac,  and  tbe  towns  of 
Alexandria  and  G.-orge-town  ;  that  a  city  had  ac- 
coriin-ly  been  laid  out,  and  that  there  was  every 
reason'^to   expect  a  due  proo;re3S  in  the  buildii.gs. 

He  a'so  informed  the  two  houses  that  a  cenM;s 

of  the  hihabitants  of  the  Ui.ited  States,  had  Uen 
almost  completed,  and  aiforded  the  plea«^ing  assur- 
atioe  thiot  the  present   population   bordered   upon 
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four  mi'lion*;  of  pe^so■^s  ;  that  a  further  loan  of 
two  millions  and  an  half  of  florins  had  been  com- 
pleted in  Holland,  upon  terms  similar  to  the  last, 
and  that  another  loan  for  six  millions  of  florins 
had  b«en  set  oji  foot.  He  oom.liKied  by  recom- 
mending to  their  particnfar  attention,  the  support- 
ing of  the  n-i'itia  on  an  elTective  plan;  the  admin- 
trat ion  of  the  post  office,  the  extention  •  and  im- 
provements of  the  post-roeds,  the  ncces!:ity  for  a 
public  mint,  an  uniformity  of  weigiits  and  meas- 
ures, and  a  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

This  session  continuevd  their  deliberations, 
until  the  Hth  of  May,  1892,  when  they  adjourn- 
ed till  the  fir^t  Monday  of  November  following. 
During  their  session  and  adjournment,  there  >^as 
jio  rema.kabie  or  important  event;  a  serious  of 
massacres,  were^  as  formerly,  committed  on  the 
frontiers ;  the  hopes  expressed  by  the  President, 
of  being  able  to  accommodate  the  disputes  with 
the  Indians,  did  not  prove  successful.  On  the 
4th  of  November,  1791,  the  United  Stages  ar- 
mv,  under  tlie  camaaand  of  General  St  Clair,  was 
attacked  by  surprize,  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
Miami  village;  the  contest  lasted  for  four  hours, 
■when  the  Indians  became  victorious,  the  retreat  of 
the  Americans  was  accomplished  with  the  \o-.^  of 
46  olTicers,  GOO  privates,  eight  pie  es  of  artillery 
and  their  whole  baggage.  Jn  this  battle  it  is  said 
that  1  200  Canadians  fought  under  the  disguise  of 
Indians.  The  attention  of  the  Executive,  during 
this  period,  was  also  engaged  in  devisinrg  modes  to 
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reconcile  the  citizens,  in  some  districts  of  the  union, 
to  the  'a%v,  enacted  for  the  purpoi^e  of  collecting  a 
certain  duty  on  s;>irits,  distilled  within  the  United 
State;,  in  some  of  the  states,  particularly  the  west- 
ern parts  of  Persylvania,  where  a  regular  and  for- 
midable opposinon  began  to  manifest  iteelf,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  special  interposition  of  the 
President  was  deen<d  advisable.  Ke  issued^  a 
proclamation  recommencing  a  compliance  with 
the  laws,  and  warning;  the  citizens^  against  all  un- 
lawful proceedings  and  combinations,  having  % 
tendency  to  ob:^truct  the  same. 

The  second  Con2;ress  met  a^ain  in  Novenrber, 
1792.     The  President  opened  the  session  with  a 
speech,  the  greatest  part  of  which  re-pected  the 
unfortunate  endeavors  to  terminate  the  Indian  hos- 
tilities.    He  informe<l  Congress  of  the  opposition 
which  had  been  manifested  to  the  excise  law,  and 
recommended  a  revision  of  the  judiciary  system. 
He  further  observed  that  three  loans  had  teen  re- 
gociated  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  ore   at 
Antwerp,  and  two  at  Amsterdam,  each  for  three 
millions  of  florins,  on  very  rea-onableterms,  which 
affordei  a  pleasing  evidence  of  the  increasing  cred- 
it  of  the  new  gevernment.     On  the  2d  of  March, 
7^3,  "-lis  ^e^d.ja  aijour  led. 

Heretofore  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States 
met  with  little  or  no  interruption,  exce])t  froni 
the  ho  tilities  of  the  Indian?.  The  attention  of 
the  Executive  was  chiefly  directed  to  ti<e  es- 
tablishment of  those  measures  wh'ch  the  organ- 
i2&lion    of   the   iulant  republic    jrendered   neces. 
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sary.  The  extension  of  commerce  snd  the  dispu- 
tes) of  the  European  powers,  rendered  it  necessary 
fertile  United  States  to  send  and  receive  ministers 
and  aj^ents,  for  tlie  better  regulation  of  aiTairs. 

This  necessary  measure  created  troubles  and  per- 
plexities hitherto  unknown  to  theExecutiv^e  of  the 
United  States.     On  the  8th  of  April,  1793,'citi- 
2en  Genet  arrived  at  Charleston,  as  minister  })Ieni. 
potentiary  from  the  executive   of  France   to   the 
President  of  the  United  States.     On   the   22d   of 
the   same   month  the  President  issued  a   procla- 
mation   enjoining     the  citizens   of    the    Unite«t 
States  to   a  strict   neutrality,   in  the  contest  be- 
tween  the    maritime    powers,    and   threatening 
pro^.ecution  to   all    who  s^bonld  infringe  the  same. 
•—The  public  approbation  of  this  wise   measure, 
for   the   preservation   of   the   public    tranquiiit;^'-, 
was    manifested   in    num.erous  addresses    to    the 
President,   thanking  him  in   warm  terms  for  his 
attention  to   the   interest  of  the  citizens  ;    many^ 
however,  were  offended  at  the   measure,   vs   they 
conceived  that  it   implied  a  deficiency  of  respect 
and   gratitude  to  the  republic  of  Fmnce,  to  whom 
the  United    States  were  highly  indebted  for  their 
independence.     Genet  arrived  in  Pnilldelphia,  the 
seat  of  government,  on  the    nth   of  May.     The 
cx)nduct  of  this  ndnister  is,  perhaps,  unexampled 
in  diplomatic  history.     It  was  not  until  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Proclamation  of  the  President,  enjoining 
neutrality,  that  the  g<jvernment  fust  heard  of  his 
arrival,  and   even  then,  they  M'-ere  only  informed 
through  the  uiedium  of  the  news-paperS;  about  a 
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fortnight  after  his  arrivah  iji^tfind  of  preFentirg  \vM 
creleiitials  to  the  President,  he  began  to  assume  a 
conduct  imprudent  and  unbecoming  ;  he  undertook 
to  authorize  the  fitting  out  of  armed  vessels,  he  en- 
listed citizen?  and  ot tiers,  and  gave  commissions  to 
cruise  and  commit  hostihties  aga-inst  the  vesbeir  of 
England  and  other  nations  at  v/ar  uith  France, 
but  who  v/ere,  at  the  same  time,  at  pe?.c^  w  th  the 
"Uiiited  States.  There  vessels  had  actually  taken 
prizes,bro'jght  them  into  American. ports  v,  here  the 
consuls  of  France  held  courts  of  admiralty,  tried, 
condemned,  and  authorized  their  ^ale  as  legal  pri- 
zes. The>e  proceeding?,  in^ppo^ition  to  the  peace 
of  the  United  States,  were  ir^  tantly  comp'a'.i.'td  of 
hy  Mr.  Hammond,  tiie  Britr-h  mijiitter  ;  thus 
were  the  seeds  of  future  coKTroversy  plant-ed.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  interfered,  and, 
in  some  eases,  over-rukd  tlie  prnceedinos  of  both 
the  British  and  T  rench,  -as  illegal ;  remonstrances 
vere  exhibited  lo  the  President,  from  both  sider, 
which  created  a  series  of  diplomatic  correspondence. 
A  new  source  of  discontent,  on  tiie  part  of  the 
French  now  arose;  Genet  demanded,  v/ith  some 
abruptrvess,  money  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  in  p-irt  payment  of  their  debt  td  France, 
Yvith  which  the  Ameircan  government  found  \t 
inconvenient  to  comply.  This  state  of  diplomatic 
liostiiii:y  could  not  bo  ex[>eeted  to  hold  out  lon^ 
witiiout  coming  to  a  crisis.  Accordingly,  on  the 
IGth  of  -^  'Jgust,  the  President  ordered  Mr.  Jefferson, 
the  .?ecretary  of  vState,  to  address  a  letter  to  Mr. 

■XT 
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Morn's,  the  American  am  has  ad  or  in  France, 
soliciting  Ihe  republic  to  recal  their  minis- 
ter In  the  mean  time  Citizen  Dnplaine,  Vice- 
co/.  '!•  for  the  republic  of  France,  id  the  pof:  of 
Bc'en,  having  committed  sundry  encroach ments- 
on  ;  le  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  President, 
ill  onsequence  thereof,  suspended  his  povvers. 

'^"!\e  term  for  which  General  Washington  was 
c]ec^;f.j  '"^resident  having  expired,  he  wab  .  g^iin  re- 
deemed to  the  same  office.     0\\  the  2d  af  Decem- 
ber, 1793,  the  third    Congress   commenced   their 
firs^    es?^on.     The  President,  in  his  speech  to  both 
Iiouses,  expressed  a  respectful  sense  of  the   conli- 
dence  tbat  he  enj(v)yed.  in    being  again  called,  by 
the  s.i'"r5ge  of   his  fellow- citize.s  to  the  oillice  of 
chief  :  1  ,:::;!. -tra'O;     He  recited  the  measure>  -.vhich 
he  ha^  aiopted  to  avoid  a  rupture  with  any  of  the- 
powers  a'  war,  and  to  en^^ure  t©  the  citizens  of  the 
Ur"  el      iLe%  the  rights  oi    neurraHty.     r^p  fur- 
ther recoi>!.'-^nd'^d  to  Congress,  the  necessity  of  pta- 
cing  the  '       'rv  in  a  st^'te  of  deience  ;  thett  ^vhi!e 
the  Unite-      tat.es  fulfilled  their  duties  t,o  the  rest 
of   th:e  world,  tliey  may  likev/ise  exact  the  fulfii- 
ment  of  the  like  duties  towards  them      He  inform- 
ed them  of  the  means  which  had  been  pursued  for 
conciliating  the  disi>ositions  of  the  Indians,  and^ 
recommend;' J  to  Congress  to  make   provision    for 
the  establish. nent  of  commerce  with  the  !niiian  nav 
tion?  as  the  bfist  means  of  securing  the>r  iiiterest^ 
and  rendering  their  tranouiiitx  permanent ;  he  con- 
cluded by  recommending  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on  th® 


Seneral  George  Washhrptcfi.  147 

transportation  of  public  prints,  as  they  contained 
the  bei-t  means  of  informing  the  minds,  and  secur- 
ing the  atfpctions  of  their  constituents ;  he  ufter- 
wards,  by  a  S')ecial  mt^ssage,  informed  the  House 
of  H.epre'^entative?,  ^'  that  although  \\-^  govern- 
ment of  the  French  nation,  had  genera Uy  mani- 
fested a  f^i^ndlv  disposition  to  the  United  M ares, 
yet  the  person  unfortunately  appointed  their  min- 
ister plenipotentiary,  had  breathed  nothing  ^A  \\\e 
friendiv  disposition  of  the  nation  which  sent  liim  5 
his  proev^e4ings  had  uniformly  tended  to  hv  olv€ 
us  in  a  war  abroad,  and  diicord  and  anarchy  at- 
home."  He  hoiied  that  the  French  governi.:ent 
%vould  not  long  su3"er  the  United  S^..te^  ^o  r^.  in 
exposed  to  the  action  oi  a  person,  who  haxi  ^•.  aU 
tie  respected  the  mutual  d..poi;tl3ns  of  tiie  two 
countries. 

Soon  after  this  period,  this  minister  wasrecahed, 
his  conduct  having  been  unequivocally  dis^ipprov- 
ed  of.  About  this  period  the  commerce  ot  th« 
United  States  began  to  suffer  greatly,  from  t..e  de- 
predations of  the  British,  under  preicnce  oi  their 
heing  loaded  with  French  property  ;  it  also  suffer- 
ed from  the  piracy  of  privateers,  h  ho,  for  the  most 
part  disclaiming  justice  altogether,  seiz^ed  both  ves- 
sels and  cargo,  and  disposed  of  the  same  lor  their 
own  use  ;  a  considerable  number  of  America.)  ves- 
sels were  likewise  captured  in  tlie  Western  Ocean 
hv  the  Algerine  corsairs.  These  subjects  v^  ere  as,^ 
Slimed  by  Congress,  and  many  modes  wtre  propo- 
Ited  ^or  the  purpose  of  puttuig  s.  stop  to  the  unwar- 
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rantjiWe  excesses.  A  bill  v/as  parsed,  try  provjdfe  -Ht 
naval  arm  h«ent  against  the  Alg'?rine5.  On  the- 
25tli  of  March,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House 

q!  Representatives,  assented  to  by  the  Senate,  and 
al;:;ne(l  hy  tlie  President,  laying  an  einbaj-go  for  80- 
davs  on  all  vessels  bound  to  foreign  ports  ;  this  em- 
bargo was  iJierwards  continued  until  the  '25th  of 
May.  The  President  was  empowered  to  raise  an 
additional  corps  of  artillery- men,  for  the  purpose  of 
garrisonin,^  the  lortirications  I'jr  the  defenca  of  the 
sea-coasts  t  he  was  a'.so  authorized  to  call  un  the- 
tjxecutives  of  the  difFcrer^t  states,  to  take  efToctaal 
measures  tor  organizing  30,000  eifective  militia. 

Onthe  1 9th  of  May,  iRteiiigence  was  received 
from  the  territory  N",  W,  of  the  river  Ohio,  stating 
the  hardships  wh.ch  the  citizens  of  that  territory 
sustained  from  the  hosfde  disposition  of  the  Cher- 
okee Indians ;  the  massacre  of  200  people,  and  the 
loss  of  2000  horses,  formed  a  part  of  the  list  of  their' 
disasters.  On  the  20lh  of  './ay,  the  President,  by 
a  message,  liiforrried  ttie  House  of  Kpp:e  ontatives, 
tba"  tiiere  had  been  so.ne  danger  or  iTosulkies  a- 
Fainst  the  territories  of  .-paiii,  in  the  neighborhood 
Q^  the  United  STatej  ;  that  the  governor  of  Ken- 
tacky  bad  indicated  that  he  would  m-Jie  no  exer- 
tion-- 1Q  prevent  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards 
from  he  baidis  of  the  Mississippi,  as  he  had  found 
toe-;.  H  jj€j-ndiou:^  ai;d  wurtiikss  oeop  e,  constant-- 
ly  '  •■.'i^ng  the  Indians  to  iiiuruer  l..e  ^tUitrs  in- 
tha;  ■.-.'..  ter. 

Dui-iu^  this  session  of  Congress  mariv  iiiipcrtant 
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laws  were  enactei.  The  act  assigning  to  tl^e  Mar- 
quis de  la  F  yette,  the  sum  of  24,424  dollar^,  for 
his  services,  durina:  the  war,  being  the  pay  of  a 
sxiajor general  ;  and  the  act  forbidding  Anmerjcan 
citizeiis,  or  foreigners,  residing  in  the  United  States, 
under  severe  penalties,  fr<^m  being  concerned  m  the 
slave  trade,  does  great  honor  to  the  iegislature.— 
On  the  9th  of  June,  i794,  this  session  adjourned. 

In  lTv4,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Pi-esident  of  the  Unite-:]  S-ates  was 
called  to  suppress  an  ins^irrection,  which  began  to 
R=:5ume  a.  very  fonridable  aspect.     It  was  conhnfi 
to  the  western  parts  oi  the  State  of  Pennsyivania. 
The  outlines  of  it  ij.Q  as  follow,  viz.     During  the 
year  1 7S0,  the  Congress  of  the.United  States  »ound 
\c   necessary''  ''  to  \:Ly  and  collect  excises.'*     This 
mode  of  taxation,  discordant  to  the  genius  of  the 
cltkens,  i^  many  parts  of  the  union,  met  with  con- 
siderable opuosition,  which,  hcv/ever,  \vas  gradual- 
ly banuiied  by  reason  cind  pa^^ric^tism .  excepting  the 
four    western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,    where  a 
prejudice  stiil  re:nained,  and   produced   synnptoilcis 
of  riot  and  violence.     The  disaffection  v/as  at  hrst 
vented  in  ceneral  compJaints ;  certain  associations 
were  formed  to  prevent  the  oj-jeration  of  the  laws, 
and  the  excise  officers  received  i;orae  marks  of  con- 
tempt and  rudeness.      These  association  held  pub- 
lic meetings,  and  published  their  resolutions.     Be- 
sides  the  excise  law,  they  censured  several  other 
acts  gf  the  federal  goyerninent  j  as  the  exorbitant 
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salaries  of  office,  the  institution  of  a  national  bank, 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  &c. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1791,  the  collector  of 
the  revenue  for  that  district  was  seized  by  a  party, 
armed,  and  in  disguise  ;  they  tarred  and  feathered 
him,  cu!  off  his  hair,  and  committed  other  acts  of 
x^iolence ;  !ega'  process  was  therefore  issued  against 
the  offenders,  but  the  insurgents  prevented  the 
marshal  from  serv^ing  them  ;  they  iired  upon  him, 
arrested,  and,  for  some  time,  detained  him  as  a 
pri'^orier  ;  a  number  of  similar  outrages  v/ere  com- 
mitted. The  President,  the  ever  watchful  guardi- 
an of  the  constitution,  beheid,  with  sorrow,  these 
excesses  ;  he  sought  and  weighed  what  was  best 
to  be  done  in  this  momentous  crisis ;  he  beheid  the 
judiciary  stripped  of  its  capacity  to  enforce  the 
laws,  and  crimes,  which  reached  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  social  order,  perpetrated  v/ilhout  con-- 
trol :  the  friends  of  government  insulted,  and  that 
constitution  violated,  which  he  had  made  a  sacred- 
vow  to  protect ;  he  b';held  with  abhorrence  the 
idea  of  "  arraying  citizen  against  citizen,"  until  ev-  ^ 
ery  lenient  measure  should  be  exhausted.  He  is-  | 
S'l'ed  proclamations,  exhortir  g^  the  rioters  to  desist 
from  such  disorderly  proceeding?,  he  recommended- 
obediencd  to  the  laws,  he  appointed  commissioners 
to  repair  to  the  scene  of  insurrection,  authorised, 
them  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  insurrection,  author- 
ized them  to  confer  with  the  insurgents,  to  state 
to  them  his  sensations,  to  assure  them  that  it  was 
hii  earnest  wh.  to  avtid  *  resort  to  coercunj  hn 
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tr^n  offered  them  pardon,  on  condition  of  receiving 
satisfactory  assurance  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 

The?e  lenient  measures  did  not  produce  the  good 
effects  that  should  have  been  expected.  Ths 
President  therefore  deemed  it  prudent  to  resort  to 
miUtary  force. — Fifteen  thousand  miiitia  'A'ere  put 
in  motion,  their  number  intimidated  the  insur- 
gents ;  thus  the  insurrection  was  quelled  without 
the  effusion  of  blood ;  some  of  the  ringleaders  were 
apprehended  and  brought  to  tiial ;  one  of  them 
\va?  found  guilty  of  high  treason  and  condemned 
to  suffer,  but  was  pardoned  by  the  President. — In- 
deed, the  same  goodness  of  disposition  actuated  the 
President,  from  the  beginning  to  the  termination 
of  this  licentious  invasion  of  the  laws,  notwith- 
standing there  are  in  the  United  States,  certain  dis- 
contented, invidious  individi.uls,  who  wish  to  stig- 
matize every  act  of  the  Executive  with  oppro» 
bium. 

In  "November,  1794,  the  third  Congress  held 
tlieir  second  session,  at  Philadelphia.  The  Presi- 
dent began  his  speech  with  a  history  of  the  oppo- 
sition which  had  been  manifested  to  the  con.^titu- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
means  which  he  had  pursued  to  suppress  it  ;  the 
alacrity  which  the  militia,  and  others  who  volun- 
teered their  service  display «d,  exhibited,  he  raid, 
*'  to  the  highest  advantage,  the  value  of  republican 
government ;  to  behold  the  most  and  least  wealthy 
of  our  citizens,  standing  in  the  same  ranks  as  pii- 
vate  soldiers,  pre-sininently  distii-iguiihsd  by  l^aif 
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the  army  of  the  constitution ;  undeterred  by  a 
marcli  of  three  hinidred  nriiles,  over  rugged  moun. 
tains,  by  the  approach  of  an  inclement  season,  or 
by  any  other  discouraj;ement."  He  recommended 
to  Congress  to  re~imburse  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment and  other  citizens,  who  had  sustained  losses, 
for  their  generous  exertions  for  upholding  the  con- 
stitution  and  lav/s,  *'  the  amount,"'  he  said, "  would 
not  be  great ;  and  on  future  emergencies,  the  gov- 
ernment would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence 
of  an  example,  that  he  who  incurs  a  loss  in  its  de* 
fence,  shall  find  a  recompense  in  its  liberality." — 
The  intelligence  from  the  army,  of  General  V/ayne, 
acting  agaioiit  the  hostile  hidians  N.  W.  of  the 
Ohio,  he  said,  slTorded  a  happy  presage  to  tbs  mil- 
itary operations,  that  they  had  damped  the  ardour 
and  obscinacy  of  the  savages. — Yet  although  the 
power  of  the  Unitod  State::  to  panish  them,  could 
not  be  questioned,  that  he  v/as  not  unwilling  to 
cement  a  lasting  pecice,  upon  terms  of  equity  and 
goud  neighborbood  ;  he  recommended  the  adoption 
of  a  dehnitive  plan  for  the  redemptien  of  the'pub- 
lic  debt,  and  in  subsequent  communications  he 
transmitted  to  them,  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  na- 
tions ;  they  announced  to  Congress  and  to  the 
world,  his  unremitting  exertions  to  cultivate  peace 
with  all  the  world,  to  observe  treaties  with  good 
faith,  to  check  deviations  from  the  line  of  impar- 
tiality, and  to  explain  and  correct  what  was  mis- 
apprehended or  appeared  injurious^ 
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Kver  since  the  formal  ratification  of  the  treaties 
of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great- 
Britain,  numerous  causes  of  complaint  has  existed 
on  the  part  of  both  countries  respecting  its  fuliil- 
ment.  The  history  of  the  nature,  progress,  and 
fmal  determination  of  these  disputes,  will  form  * 
very  interesting  part  in  the  history  of  the  political 
and  dipiomatic  character  of  Pre-'ideht  It'ushhigton; 
but  the  bounds  which  we  have  assigned  to  tlie 
prefect  sketch,  prevents  us  from  entering  fully  up- 
on the  subject :  The  ground  of  complaint  on  both 
sides,  was  disputed  in  1797,  in  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Jefferson,  secretary  of  state,  and  Mr. 
Kammond,  the  envoy  of  i>ritain;  in  their  letters, 
the  reciprocal  complaints  are  stated  with  candour, 
per.-picuity  and  completeness ;  to  strpport  their  re- 
spective arguments,  they  bring  forward  on  each 
side,  a  large  body  of  illustrations  and  authorities, 
which  are  highly  interesting  This  correspon- 
dence was  jxiblished  by  Congress  in  1794.  The 
argjptienLS  of  Mr  Jefferson  appeared  to  have  con- 
taineu  unanswi?rable  weight,  as  no  reply  or  ex- 
planation were  ever  made  to  them,  althov.gh  re- 
quested by  hnn. — Affairs  remained  in  this  state  of 
suspense  until  June  1 793,  v/hen  the  British,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  hostilities  with  France,  issued  or- 
ders to  the  conmanders  of  their  vessels,  to  stop  aiJ 
neutral  vessels  carrying  jjrovisions  to  any  port  in 
that  republic  ;  snips  attempting  to  enter  any  French 
port,  r/lockided  by  the  Eng;ibh,  v/cre  to  be  con- 
demned, both  vessci  and  cargo,  whsitever  it   mav 
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consist  of :  the  order  containe  1  a  limited  exception 
in  favor  of  DeniTiark  and  3\velen,  boi  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it.  the  rights  of  America  were  ent  rely 
disregarded.  This  matter  produced  a  diplomatic 
difecassion  between  the  ministers  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, both  at  London  and  Philadelphia  :  Theif 
correspondence  produced  a  mutual  wish  on  both 
sides  to  establish  a  treaty  of  commerce,  an4  a  friend- 
ly adjustment  of  ad  complaints.  The  President  of. 
the  United  States,  accordingly  nominated  Mr.  John 
Jay,  chief  judge  of  the  United  States,  as  iin  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  court  of  London,  After  9t> 
short  passage,  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  London,  where 
he  met  with  a  poHte  reception,  and  negociated  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Commerce  and  Nowgahon^  which  at 
present  exists  between  the  two  countries. 

The  Treaty  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  March 
1795  ;  it  was  sliortly  after  subuiitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  their  consent ;  they  returned  it  to  the  Pre- 
sident on  t)ie  24th  of  June,  and  advi^.ed  the  condi- 
tional ratification  thereof.  About  the  30th  of  th« 
jsame  month  it  was  submitted  to  the  public  through 
the  medium  of  the  news  papers.  It  now  became 
the  general  topic  of  conversation  ;  it  was  placed  in 
all  the  different  points  of  view  t*f  which  it  was 
susceptible,  and  \n  many  of  which  it  could  not  ad- 
mit. 

It  met  with  great  opposition,  addresses  and  res- 
olutions were  received  from  all  the  commercial 
towns  of  the  union  ;  some  advising  its  ratificai:ion, 
ethers  disapproving  of  it  in  toto.     This  opposition 
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was  viewed  by  the  President  in  a  very  serious  light ; 
;   he  considered  the  subject  and  weig;hed  all  the  ar- 
guments which  had  been  advanced  ag:n'n?t  it :  his 
'   own  opinion  was  not  in  favor  of  it,  hut  be  did  not 
\   wish  to  differ  from  the  Senate,  and  thought  that 
i  it  would  be  better  to  ratify  it  in  the  manner  they 
\  had  advised;  to  this  measure  he  was  also  induced, 
as   Mr.    Ja}-  had  asserted  '*  that  no  better  ternis 
coiild  possibly  be  obtained  ;  and  that  obstinacy  in 
rejecting  the  settlement,  might  be  serious."     The 
•President  therefore  assented,  and  ratifications  were 
^  exchanged,  with  the  suspension  of  the  most  ob- 
■  Jectioniible  article. 

This  tiansaction  is  perhaps  the  most  unfortunate 
-that  occurred  to  his  Jxceilency  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  Presidency.  Those  opposed  to  the 
treaty  did  not  fail  vo  loud  him  with  reproach  ;  no 
stone  was  left  unturned  that  could  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  the  citizens  gross  fah hoods  ;  such  ag, 
that  the  treaty  contained  no  reciprocal  advantages, 
that  the  b€neiit.>-  vn  ere  all  on  the  side  of  Britain, 
that  their  rights  were  not  only  neglected  but  ab- 
solutely sold,  that  it  was  mad?  with  the  desijin  of 
oppressing  the  French,  and  contrary  to  eve/y  prin- 
ciple of  g'-atitude  i.nd  sound  policy. 

The  first  sessi.^-n  of  the  fourth  Congress  met  at 
Philadelphia,  in  DccemUr.  1795.  Tlie  President 
in  a  speech  informed  them  that  negociations  were 
©n  foot  for  the  adjustm.ent  of  affi\irH  with  the  hos* 
tile  Indiar-s.  &nd  ai^o  vnth  the  Pty  and  Kegencj 
of  Algiers ;  that  he  hs-d  received  asiiurances  of  » 
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spaeAy  and  satiifactory  conclnsicn  of  the  rf^j^ocia- 
tions  with  Spain  ;  that  with  the  advice  of  th<? 
Senate  he  had  ratified  a  treaty  with  Britain,  upon 
a  condition  which  excepts  part  of  one  article.  Ke 
recommended  a  review  of  the  military  estabh'sh- 
ment,  and  to  make  provision  for  garrisoning  and 
^securing  the  Vv'e'stern  pobts  which  were  to  be  de- 
livered up  by  tlie  British.  He  informed  them  that 
a  state  of  the  finame  and  appropriation.-  necessary 
or  the  ensuing  year  would  be  laid  before  them, 
as  also  statements  relative  to  the  mint,  progress  in 
providing  materials  for  building  frigates,  state  of 
fortifications,  and  riiilitary  magazines,  6:c.  He 
conciudod  with  a  recommendation  of  temperate 
di^Cl:ssion  and  mutual  forbearance  in  ^r^'.itijeets  where 
-a.  difference  of  opinion  myv  be  «pt  to  arise. 

A  warm  and  lengthy   discussion   took  place  in  j 
the  House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the  Brit- 1 
ish  treaty.      Both  sides  of  the  question  vv-ere  ably  j 
supported  ;  few  subjects  had  ever  come  before  the 
House,  upon  which  so  many  members  delivered 
their  sentiments      On  the  24th  of  March,   1796," 
they  came  to  a  resolution,  requesting  the  President  f 
to  lay  before  the  House,  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
to  Mr.  Jay,  together  with  his  corres[X)ndence  and 
other  documents  relative  to  that  treaty.    To  which 
request,  the  President  gave  a  positive  refusal  ;    he 
isssured  the  House,  that  he  had  always  endeavour-^/' j 
ed  to  harmoni'^e  with  the  other  branches  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  he  had  never  withheld  any  in- 
lonnaticn  which  the  censtitution  enioiiied  him  t« 
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^'ve.  But  that  the  naVjr?  of  foreign  ie;]^oc)alioD5 
required  caution  and  secrecy,  that  ail  the  papers 
relative  thereto  had  been  laid  before  the  Senate, 
that  the  constitution  empowered  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  consent  of  that  body,  bnt  that  it 
would  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  to  admit  a 
right  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  demand 
and  have  all  papers  respecting  negociations  with 
foreign  poAvers,  after  the  treaties  were  finally  con- 
cluded and  ratified,  and  the  assent  of  that  house 
not  necessary  to  their  validity. 

We  dee^u  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  history 
of  the  differences  v/ith  the  republic  c.'  France,  as 
they  are  not  yet  lern^inated,  and  are  so  recent  as 
to  be  generally  remeinbcred,  suffice  it  to  observe, 
that  during  the  v/hole  period  in  v.  hich  General 
Washington  sat  at  the  helm  of  public  affairs,  his 
whole  conduct  has  uniformly  exhibited  moderation 
and  prudence,  magnanimity  and  iirmness,  wisdom 
and  virtue. 

The  period  of  General  Washington's  second  e- 
Icction  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  being  near- 
ly expiree],  he  put  on  a  determine?]  resolution  to 
retire  from  the  public  and  enjoy  his  declining  years 
in  private  life.  Upon  this  momentous  occasion, 
resigning  a  charge  which  he  at  first  accepted 
through  his  enthusiasm  for  the  principles  of  roticn- 
ol  liberty^  he  was  im.prcssed  with  the  purest  wish- 
es for  the  future  happiness  of  that  republic,  wtiicli 
]ie  had  devoted  the  early,  the  mature,  and  a  por- 
tion of  his"  delining  years  to  establish.  ArJ  as  a 
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testimony  of  pure  regard,  he  puWislicd  the  follow- 
ing masterly  address  to  his  fellow-citizens. 


ADDRESS 

Of  Im    Excellency    George    WAsirrNGTOsr,    j 
Esq,  President  if  the  Un?ted  States,  an  noiai- 
€mg  his  intention  of  retiring  from  all  pub- 
lic employment, 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  U^'ITED  STATES* 

Friends  jr.d  Kllonv-Cithens, 

THE  period  of  a  new  election  of  a  citizen  to 
administer  the  executive  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  being  not  far  distant,  and  the  time  ao, 
tually  arrived,  when  your  thoughts  must  be  em- 
ployed in  designating  the  person,  who  is  to  he 
clothed  with  that  important  trust,' it  appears  to 
me  proper.,  especially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a  more 
distinct  expresaon  of  the  public  voice,  that  J  should 
now  apprise  you  of  the  resolution  1  have  formed, 
to  decline  being  considered  among  the  number  of 
those  out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made. 

I  beg  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me  the  ju=^ 
tice  to  be  assured,  that  this  resolution  has  not  beeo 
taken  without  a  strict  regard  to  all  the  considera- 
tions appertaining  to  the  relation,  which  binds  a 
dutiful  citizen  to  his  country;  and  that,  in  with- 
drawing the  tender  of  service  which  silence  in  ruy 
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situation  might  im-^Iy,  T  am  infincncecl  by  no  di- 
minution of  zeal  for  your  future  interest  ;  no  de- 
firienov  of  gr4^teful  respect  for  your  past  kindne;3  ; 
but  aiB  supported  by  a  full  conviction  that  the  step 
is  compatible  with  both. 

Thy  acoep'.3,!i?e  of,  and  continuance  hitherto  in 
the  office  to  which  vour  suiTrages  havet-AMce  call- 
el  me,  have  been  ^n  ''.niform  sacrifice  of  inchna- 
tion  to  the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference  for 
what  apjeared  to  be  your  desire.  1  constantly 
hoped,  tint  it  woul  1  have  been  much  earlier  in  my 
power,  cm  istently  with  motives,  which  1  was  not 
at  liberty  to  di.rejirard,  to  return  to  that  retirement^ 
from  which  I  had  been  reluctantly  drawn.  The 
strength  of  ■.uy  inclination  to  this,  previous  to  the 
last  election,  had  even  led  to  the  preparation  of  an 
address  to  d'^olare  it  to  you  ;  but  mature  reiiection 
on  tiie  then  perpiexel  and  critical  posture  of  our 
aSltirs  v/ii.h  foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous  ad- 
vice or  persons  entitled  to  my  confidence,  i impelled 
me  to  itbaridon  the  idea. 

I  rejjice,  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  exter- 
nal as  well  as  mternal,  no  longer  renders  the  pur- 
suit of  inclination  incompatible  with  the  sentiment 
of 'iaty,  or  propriety  ;  and  am  persuaded,  whatev- 
er  paruality  may  be  retained  for  my  services,  that 
in  I  he  present  circnn  tances  of  our  country,  you 
will  not  disapprove  my  determination  to  retire. 

The  impressions  with  which  I  first  undertook 
the  arduous  trust,  were  explained  on  the  proper  oc- 
cabion.     in  the  discharge  of  this  trust,  1  will  only 
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say,  that  I  have  with  good  intentio?is,  contributed 
towardo  the  organization  and  administration  of  the 
government,  tlie  best  exertioiiS  of  Vi'hioJj  a  very 
fiihibie  judgment  was  capable.  Not  uriconscioui, 
in  the  outset,  of  the  inferiority  of  my  quaiihcations, 
experience  in  my  ov/n  eyes,  perhaps  siiil  more  in 
the  eye*  of  others,  has  strengthened  tlie  motivea 
to  dilridence  of  iTjy:-:elf ;  and  everj^  day  the  increas- 
ing weight  of  years  admonishes  nic  more  and  more, 
tlidt  the  shade  of  retirement  is  as  nece&sary  to  nie, 
as  it  will  be  v/e!coine.  Satisfied  that  if  any  cir- 
cumstances have  given  pecidiar  vakie  to  iKy  servi- 
ces, they  were  teinporar)' ;  1  have  the  consolation 
to  believe,  that  while  ctioice  and  prudence  invite 
me  to  quit  the  political  scene,  patriotism  does  not 
forbid  it.  ^ 

Id  locking  forward  to  the  moment,  which  is  in- 
tended to  terininate  the  career  of  my  public  life, 
my  feelings  do  not  permit  me  to  suspend  the  diep 
iicknowledgment  of  that  debt  of  gratitiide  which  I 
owe  to  my  beloved  country,  for  the  many  honours 
it  has  conferred  upon  me  ;  slid  more  for  the  stead- 
fast confidence  Vvith  which  it  has  supported  me  ; 
mA  for  tlie  opportunities  I  have  thence  ernrived  of 
jnanifesting  my  inviolable  attachment,  by  services 
faithful  and  persevering,  though  in  usefulnc^is  une- 
/  Qual  to  rny  zeaL  U  benefits  have  resulted  to  our 
country  from  these  services,  let  it  always  be  re- 
membered to  your  praise,  and  as  an  instructive  ex- 
am ole  in  our  annals,  that  under  circumstances  in 
which  the  passions,  agitated  in   every  direelion. 
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were  liaHe^to  mislead,  amidst  appearances  some^ 
time-'  dubioas,  vicissitudes  of  fortune  often  discoiir- 
aamo-,  in    situations  in   v/hich    not   unfrequently 
want'of  success  has  countenanced  the  spirit  of  crit- 
icism tiie  constancy  ot   yuur  support  was  the  es- 
^ntul  prou  of  the  eSforts,  and  a  guarantee  ot  the 
plaps  by  which  they  were  effected.     Protoundly 
penetrated  with  this  idea,  I   shall  carry  it  with 
me  to  my  grave,  as  a  strong  incitement  to  unceas- 
ino-  vows.      That  Heaven  may  continue  to  you 
the  choicest  tokens  of  its  beneficence  ;  that  your 
onion  and  brotherly  affection  may  be  perpetual; 
that  the  free  ccnstituiion,  which  is  the  work  of 
vonr  iia.ids,  may  be  sacredly  maintained  ;  that  its 
administration  in  every  department  may  be  stamp- 
ed With  wisdom  and  virtue  ;  that,  i:i  fine,  the  hap- 
pin'-  .  of  the  people  of  these  states,  under  the  au- 
spices of  liberty,  may  be  mr.ae  complete,  by  so  care- 
ful  a  preservation,  and  so  prudent   a   use   of  tlir. 
bi-<inp-,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the  glory  of  re- 
comme",ding  it  to  appiause,  the  affection  and  a- 
dopiion  of  every  nauon  which  is  yet  a  stranQ,er 

Here,  perhaps,  T  ought  to  stop.  But  a  solici- 
tude for  your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but  with 
my  life,' and  the  apprehension  of  danger,  natural 
to  that  solicitude,  urge  me  on  an  occasion  liUe  the 
present,  to  offer  to  your  solemn  contemplations, 
and  to  recommeni  to  your  frequent  revie.v,  somo 
sentin-ens,  whicn  are  the  result  of  much  rc^9ec. 
tion,  of  no  inconsiderable  observation,  and  whicii 
0  2 
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appear  to  me  all-important  to  the  permanency  of 
your  felicity  as  a  people.  These  will  be  offered  to 
you  with  the  more  freedom,  as  you  can  only  see 
in  them  the  disinterested  warnings  of  a  parting 
friend,  who  can  possibly  have  no  personal  motive 
to  bias  his  counsel.  Nor  can  I  forget,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  it,  your  indulgent  reception  of  my 
sentiments  on  a  former  and  not  dissimilar  occa- 
sion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  v/ith  every 
ligament  of  your  hearts,  no  recommendation  of 
noinc  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the  attach- 
ment. 

The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you 
©ne  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  It  is  justly 
£0  ;  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edlficeof  your  real 
independence,  the  support  of  your  tranquillity  at 
home,  your  peace  abroad  ;  of  your  safety,  of  your 
prosperity  ;  of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so 
highly  prize.  But  as  it  Is  easy  to  forsee,  that  from 
different  causes,  and  from  different  quarters,  much 
pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices  employed  to 
weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth  % 
as  this  is  the  point  in  your  political  fortress  against 
which  the  batteries  of  internal  and  external  ene- 
€mies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively  (though 
often  covertly  and  insidiousl))  directed,  it  is  of  in- 
finite moment,  that  you  should  properly  estimate 
the  immense  value  of  yournational  union,  to  your 
collective  and  individual  happiness  ;  that  you 
should  cherislji  a  cordial,  habit qa!  and  immoveable 
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attachment  to  it;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think 
and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your  politi- 
cal safety  and  prosperity  ;  watching  for  its  pres- 
ervation with  jealous  anxiety;  dijconntenarcJrg 
"whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can 
in  an  event  le  abandoned  ;  and  indignantly 
frowning  upop  the  first  dawning  of  every  r-.tterapt 
to  ahenate  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest, 
or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties,  which  now  hi:k  to- 
gether the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympa- 
thy and  interest.  Citizens  by  birth  or  choice,  of 
a  common  country,  that  country  has  a  right  to 
concentrate  yeur  afTeotions.  The  name  of  Ameri- 
can, which  belongs  to  you,  in  your  national  capa- 
city, muit  always  exalt  the  just  pride  of  patriot- 
ism, naore  than  any  appellation  derive<l  from  local 
discrimina  ions.  With  slight  shades  of  difference, 
vou  liave  the  same  religion,  nianncis,  habits  and 
political  principles.  You  have  in  a  common  caure 
fought  and  triumphed  together :  the  independence 
and  liberty  you  possess  are  the  work  of  joint  coun- 
cils and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings 
and  successes. 

But  these  considerations,  however  powerfully 
they  address  themselves  to  your  sensibility,  are 
greatly  out weigiied  by  those  which  apply  more 
immediately  to  your  interest.  Here  every  portion 
.  of  our  country  finds  the  most  commaisdiug  mo- 
tives for  carefully  guarding  and  prticrving  the  un« 
ji^n  of  the  whole. 
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The  North  in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
the  South,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  com- 
mon government,  finds  in  the  productions  of  the 
latter,  greu^t  additional  resources  of  maritime  and 
commercial  enterprize  and  precious  materials  of 
manufacturing  industry.  The  South,  in  the  samo 
intercoursej  benefitting  by  the  agency  of  the  North, 
sees  its  r^^riculture  grow,  and  its  commerce  ex- 
pand. Turning  partly  into  its  own  channels  the 
seamen  of  the  North,  it  finds  its  particular  nariga- 
tion  invigorated ;  and  while  it  contributes  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  to  noirrish  and  increase  the  genera! 
mass  of  the  national  navigation,  it  looks  forward 
to  the  protection  of  a  maritime  strength  to  which 
itself  is  unequally  adapted.  The  East,  in  a  like  in- 
tercourse with  the  West,  dready  finds,  and  in  the 
progressive  improvement  of  interior  communica- 
tions, by  land  and  water,  will  more  and  more  find 
a  valuable  vent  for  the  commodities  which  it 
brings  from  abroad,  or  manufactures  at  home. — 
The  West  derives  from  the  East,  supplies  requisite 
to  its  growth  and  comfort  ;  and  what  is  perhaps 
of  still  greater  consequence,  it  must  of  necessity 
owe  the  secure  enjoyment  of  indispensable  outlets  for 
its  own  productions  to  the  weight,  influence,  and 
the  future  maritime  strength  of  the  Atlantic  sid? 
of  the  Union,  directed  by  an  indissoluble  commu- 
nity  of  interest  as  one  ?u,iia?i.'—Any  other  ttnure 
by  which  the  West  can  hold  this  essential  advan- 
tage, whether  derived  from  its  own  separate 
streiigth,  or  from  an  apostate  and  unnatural  con- 
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nexion  with  any  foreign  power,  mast  be  iri2trin:i- 
tixVw  precarious. 

\Vhile  then  evsrv  part  of  our  coantry  thus  feels 
an    imrrudiaie    and  particular  i?iterest  in  TJnion, 
ail  the  pa.rt3  combiiiei  caiiuot  fall  to  fhid  in  the 
united  mass  of  meaiis  and  eftbrts  greater  strenjrth, 
greater  resource,    proportionabiy    gre**.ver   beourity 
fom  external  dang;er,  a  ie^s  frequent  interruption 
o!"  their  peace  by  ft^-eigrm  nations-;    and  what  is 
of  iiiesthiiabie  value  !  they  must  derive  from  Un- 
ion an  exemption  fronn  those  broils  and  wars   be- 
tween  themselves,    which   so   frequently   affiict 
neighboring   countries,  not  tied  together   by   th.e 
same  gov-emment ;    which    their   own  ri^'alships 
alone    would  be  sulTicient  to  produce,  but  whkh 
opposite   foreign    alliances,   attacliments    and    in- 
trigues   would   stimulate    and    embitter. — Hence 
likewise  they'  will  avoid   ti)e   iiecessity   of  those 
over-grown  military  establishments,  whicli  under 
any  form  of  government  are  inauspicious  to  ilber- 
t/,   and    whivjh  are  to  be  regarded  as  particrdar'y 
liMstile  to  Republican  Liberty  ;  in  this  sense,  it  is 
that  vour  Union  ouglit  to  be  considered  as  a  main 
prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  love  of  the  one 
ought   to   endear   to  you  tiie  preservation  of  the 
otlier.  , 

Tijese  considerations  speak  a  persuafcive  lan- 
guage to  everv  rcticcting  and  vJituous  mind,  and 
exhibit  tl;ec<)nt;nuai:ce  of  the  Union  as  a  primary 
object  of  patriotic  de.sire. — Isti'.ere  a  doubt  wheth- 
er a  co-nmon  guverrunent  can  emtr.ice  so  iar^e  a 
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spharc.'' — Let  experience  solve  it.  To  listen  to 
mere   spec- li  at  ion    in   such  a  case  were  criminal. 

—We  are  auta  'r'iz'd  to  hope  that  a  proper  organ- 
iz.ition  of  the  whole,  with  the  ai^xiliary  a<?;ency  of 
govern :riv.v it:;-;  for  the  ■•.'  3cHve  'uh.division?,  v/jli 
airoicl  a  happy  i'-'-Jic  <  -.  l'\e  experiment.  'Tis 
well  woi'th  a  fair  a-::'  h,ii  exj>erirnent.  With  such 
po\yerrnf  and  obvlou-  motives  to  Union,  alTecting 
ail  parts  of  onr  K.)-,y\y<y  vv-^hile  experience  shall  not 
have  dejiionstrated  its  i'..)prciCtieabiHty'.  there  will 
always  be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriot i.m  of 
those,  who,  in  any  quarter,  may  endeavour  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

Ill  contemplating  toe  causes  which  may  dis- 
tarb  our  union,  it  occurs'  as  matter  of  -erions  con- 
cern, Jthat  any  groun  J  shv>uld  have  been  furnished 
for  characterising  partie-,  by  Crecgr.-p/i'crd  discrimi- 
nations, "  Nr-rfncr.i  and  .%uthcrH^  Almt'u  and  IVei- 
tcr.i  ;'*  whence  designing  men  ra-iy  endeavour  to 
excite  a  beiiel,  that  there  is  a  real  d  iierence  of  lo- 
cal interests  and  views.  One  of  the  expedients  of 
p'lrty  to  acqr'i."e  ivuiMence,  vvi"!vln  particular  dis- 
tricis,  is  to  mi:re;»reser!t  tlie  opUiions  and  aims  of 
other  districts.  You  cannot  shield  yourselves  too 
much  against  the  jealous^'es"  and  heart-burnings 
which  spring  from  the^c  o-ii^' epre-entations,:  they 
tend  to  render  ai:en  to  eucii  other  those  who  ought 
to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection.  The 
inhabitants  of  our  v,/cslern  coimtry  have  lately  had 
an  Hsei^ul  lesson  on  ths;-  head  ;  ioey  have  seen,  in 
the  negociation   by   the   executive,  and  in  the 


u*i;arjiiTions  ratification  by  the  5"ehate,  of  the  trea- 
ty with  .'^pairi.  aiul  in  the  tmiver-al  satisfaction 
at  that  event,  throughout, the  Vnited  [-^tatet,  a  de- 
cisive proof  how  uFifounded  were  the  buspicioiis 
propop;ated  among  them,  of  the  }  ol'cy  in  the  gen- 
eral 8;'Vernment  and  in  the  r'tlai-tic  states  un- 
friendly to  their  interests  in  regard  to  the  il//f- 
shslrpt :  they  have  been  witneb'-es  to  the  formation 
of  two  treaties,  that  with  Great  Britain  and  that 
with  Spain,  which  seci're  to  them  every  thing 
they  Goukl  desire,  in  reqjfct  to  cur  foreign  rela- 
tions, tov.  ards  confirming  tlieir  prosperity.  Will 
it  not  he  their  \\  iidom  to  rely  for  the  preservation 
of  these  advantages  on  the  Uwon  by  which  they 
were  procured  ?  Will  they  not  henceforth  be  deaf 
to  those  advisers,  if  such  there  are,  who  would 
sever  them  from  their  brethren  and  connect  them 
vith  aliens  ^ 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  }our  i;n"on, 

a  goverMment  for  the  v.  hole   is   indispensable 

No  aliiance-\  liO'Aever  strict,  betw  ten  the  ]  arts, 
can  bt;  an  adtquate  substitute;  they  must  intvjta- 
b!v  expt-rience  the  infractions  and  interruptic  ns 
which  all  alliances,  in  all  times,  have  experienced. 
Fer.sible  of  this  mom-entous  truth,  yen  ha^c  im- 
proved upon  your  first  essay,  by  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution  of  government  better  caiculatw;  than 
your  form^er  fj^r  an  intimate  union,  and  tor  tlie  cf- 
ificacious  nrianagement  ot  your  common  concerns. 
This  goverL'me»;t,  the  olfspring  of  OhT  ow  n  thojce, 
uiiiiiriiienced  ami  unav,  cu^  adopied  upon  lull  inves- 
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tigation,  and  mature  deliberation,  coinpleTely  l>ce'' 
in  its  pi'i'X'ipltb,  in  tbe  distribution  <tf  its  powers, 
uniting  yecurirnv  with  energy,  and  containti!^ 
witl)i!i  \\SiA\  a  provision  for  its  own  amendment, 
has  a  just  ciaim  to  your  confidence  and  yonr  si:p- 
p.>rt.  Respect  for  its  authority,  compliance  v/ith 
Its  laws,  aqquiescerce  in  its  measures,  are  duties 
enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxims  of  true  Db- 
erty.  The  basis  of  our  political  system  is  the 
right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  con- 
siitution  of  government  ;  but,  the  constitution 
which  at  any  time  exists,  till  changed  by  an 
explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people, 
is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all.  The  very  idea 
of  the  power  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  es- 
tablish govv-^rnment,  presupposes  the  duty  of  er~ 
cry  individual  to  obey  the  established  govern- 
ment. 

All  clistnictions  to  the  execution  of  the  law?, 
all  combinations  and  associations,  under  whatever 
piaiu^ible  character,  with  real  design  to  direct,  coi 
troul,  counteract,  or  awe  the  regular  delibera- 
tions and  action  of  the  constituted  authoritit-s, 
are  destructive  of  this  fundamental  principle, 
and  of  fatal  tendency.  They  serve  to  organize 
faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary 
force  ;  to  put  in  the  place  of  the  delegated  will  of 
the  nation,  the  will  of  a  party,  often  a  sraail  but 
artful  and  enterprising  minority  of  the  communi- 
ty ;  and  according  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of 
diStrcRt   parties,   to   make  the   public   adminibv 
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tration  the  mirror  of  the  ill  concfrtecl  and  Incon- 
gruous projects  of  faction,  rather  than  tlie  or- 
g;in  of  coniiistent  and  wholesome  plans  rligpsted 
by  common  councils,  and  modified  by  mutual  in- 
terests. 

Hovrex^er  comhinations  or  assoclatioris  of  the  a- 
}x)ve  description  may  now  and  then  answer  pop- 
ular ends,  they  are  lii^ely  in  the  course  of  time  ar,d 
things  to  become  potent  engines,  hy  which  cim- 
i)ing,  ambitions  and  unprincipled  men  will  be  en- 
abled to  subvert  the  power  of  the  people,  and  to 
usnrp  for  thewnselves  the  reins  of  government  ; 
destroying  afterwards  the  very  engines  which 
have  lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. 

Towards  the  preservation  of  your  government, 
and  tliC  permanency  of  your  pre-ent  happy  state, 
it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you  steadily  discoun- 
tenance irregular  oppobillons  to  its  acknov.dcdg- 
ed  authority,  but  ^{-o  that  you  resist  with  care 
the  spirit  of  innovation  upon  the  principles  how- 
ever specious  the  pretexts.  One  method  of  as- 
sault may  be  to  effect  in  the  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution alterations  which  will  impair  the  energy 
cf  the  system,  and  that  to  undermine  what  can- 
not be  directly  overtiirown.  In  all  the  chang- 
es to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that 
time  and  habit  are  at  least  as  necessary  to  fix 
the  true  character  of  governments,  as  of  other 
human  institutions  ;  tliat  experience  is  the  surest 
standard,  by  which  to  test  the  leal  tendency  of 
the  exii'tingconslitutioa  of  a  country  ;  that  facili- 
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ty  change.^  upon  the  credit  of  mere  hypothesis 
and  opinion,  and  remember,  e^pecia'ly,  that  for 
the  cfTlcient  management  of  your  common  inter-  j 
est,  in  a  country  far  extensive  as  ours,  a  govern-  ^ 
ment  of  as  much  vigour  as  is  consistent  with  the 
perfect  security  of  liberty,  is  indispensable.  Lib- 
eity  itself  will  find  in  such  a  government,  with 
powers  properly  distributed  and  adjusted,  its  sur- 
est g'lirdian.  It  is  indeed  little  else  than  a  name 
where  the  goverimient  is  too  feeble  to  withstand 
the  enterprises  of  faction,  to  confine  each  member 
of  the  society  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  tlie 
laws,  and  so  maintain  all  in  the  secure  and  tran- 
quil  enjoyments  of  the  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  o 
parties  in  the  state,  with  a  particular  reference  tof 
the  faunding  of  them  on  geographical  discrimina- 
tions. Let  me  now  take  a  more  comprehensive 
view,  and  warn  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
against  the  baneful  effects  of  the  spirit  of  party, 
generally. 

The  spirit,  unfortunately,  is  hiseparable  from 
onr  nature,  having  its  root  in  the  strongest  pas- 
sions of  the  human  mind.  It  exists  imder  differ- 
ent shapes  in  all  governments  more  or  less  stifley, 
controuled,  or  repressed  ;  but  in  those  of  the  poj>- 
;iiar  form,  it  is  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  is 
truly  their  worst  enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over 
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another,  sh'irper.ed  by  the  Fpirlt  of  revenpje,  na- 
tural to  party  dissention,  which  in  difl>rent  ages 
and  countries  has  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  e- 
norailties,  is  itself  a  frightful  despotism. — But  this 
leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal  and  permanent 
despotism.  The  disorders  and  miseries,  v/hicli 
generally  result.  gradi:ally  incline  the  minds  of 
men  to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  absolute 
power  cf  an  individual  :  and  sooner  or  later  tlie 
chief  of  some  prevailing  faction  more  able  or  more 
fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposi. 
tion  to  the  purposes  cf  his  own  elevation,  en  the 
ruirs  of  public  liberty* 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  extremity  of 
this  kind,  (which  nevertheless  ought  not  to  be 
[entirely  out  of  sight)  the  common  and  continual 
I  mischiefs  of  the  spirit  of  party  are  sufncicnt  to 
I  make  it  the  interest  and  duty  of  a  wise  people  to 
[discourage  and  restrain  it. 

f  It  serves  always  to  distract  the  publirC  coimsels, 
and  enfeeble  the  public  administration.  It  agit- 
ates the  community  with  ill  founded  jcalouses  and 
i  false  alarms  ;  kindles  the  animosity  cf  one  part  a- 
Igiinot  another  ;  foments  occasionally  riot  and  in- 
surrection. It  opens  tlie  door  to  foreign  inil'jcnco 
'and  corruption,  which  find  a  facihtated  access  to 
:  the  government  itself,  through  the  cl^unnels  of 
i  party  pascions.  Thus  the  policy  and  the  will  of 
I  one  country  are  subjected  to  the  policy  and  will  of 
I  another. 

There  is  an  opinion  tliat  parties  in  free  conn*. 
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trh-^s  are  uscfvil  checks  upon  the  administration 
of  the  government,  and  serve  to  keep  alive  the 
spirit  of  liberty.  This,  within  certain  limits,  is 
probahiy  true  ;  and  in  governments  of  a  mo- 
Fiarchioal  cast,  patriotism  may  look  with  indul- 
gence, if  not  with  favour  upon  the  spirit  of  i)arty. 
But  in  tboce  of  the  popular  character,  in  govern- 
ments purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit  not  to  be  en- 
couraged. From  their  natural  tendency,  it  is  cer- 
tain there  will  always  be  enough  of  that  spirit  for 
every  salutary  purpose.  And  there  being  constant 
danger  of  excess,  the  effort  ought  to  be,  by  force 
of  pabiic  opinion,  to  mitigate  and  assuage  it.  A 
fire  not  be  quenched  ;  it  demands  an"  uniform 
vigilance  to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a  flame,  lest 
instead  of  warming,  it  should  consume. 

It  is  important  likewise,  that  the  habits  of 
tliinking  in  a  free  country  should  inspire  caution, 
in  those  entrusted  v/ith  its  administration,  to  con- 
imi'.  themselves  within  their  respective  constitu- 
tiona)  spheres,  avoiding  in  the  exercise  of  their 
powers  of  ojie  department  to  encroach  upon  an- 
otlier.  The  spirit  of  encroachment  teuds  to  con- 
solidate the  powers  of  all  the  depArtir^ents  in  one, 
and  thus  to  create,  whatever  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, a  real  despotism.  A  just  estimate  of  that 
love  of  pov/er,  and  proneness  to  abuse  it,  which 
predomin;ite3  in  the  human  heart,  is  sutTicieat  to 
satisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  tiiis  position  The  ne- 
cessity of  reciprocal  checks  in  t?ie  exercise  of  polit- 
ical poxcr,  by  dividing  and  di:.tributing  it  into  dif. 
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lerent  depositorle?,  and  constituting  each  the  guardi- 
an of  the  public  weal  against  invasions  by  the  otlicr?, 
has  been  evinced  by  experinnents  ancient  and  mod- 
ern :  some  of  them  in  our  country  and  under  our 
own  eyes.  To  preserve  them  must  be  as  necessa- 
ry as  to  institute  them.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people,  the  distribution  or  modification  of  the  con- 
£titutionai  pov/ers  be  in  any  particular  w^ong,  let 
it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment  in  a  way  which 
the  constitution  designates.  But  let  there  be  no 
change  by  usurpation  ;  for  though  this,  in  one  in- 
s-aiicc,  may  be  the  inetrument  cf  good,  it  is  the 
customary  weapon  by  which  free  governments 
are  destroyed.  The  precedent  must  always  great- 
ly Gverbaianee  in  permanent  evil,  any  partial  or 
transient  benefit  which  the  use  can  at  any  time 
yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to 
poUtical  prosperity,  iveliglon  and  Morality  are  in- 
dispensable supports.  In  vain  would  thiit  man 
ckim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  vvho  should  labour 
to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  happiness, 
thebe  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  and  citi- 
zens. The  meic  politician,  equally  with  the  pious 
naan,  ouglit  to  respect  and  to  cherish  them.  A  vol- 
ume could  not  trace  all  their  connexions  v.ith  pri- 
vate and  publ'c  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asktd, 
where  is  the  security  for  property, for  reputation,  for 
life,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obligation  desert  the 
oaths,  which  are  the  instrr.ments  of  investigation  u\ 
isourts  of  juj-tioe  J  And  kt   us   with  caution  hi- 
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dulj.^f  the  ?uppos!t'on.  that  morality  can  he  irjaln* 
tainea  wilhont  religion.  Whatever  may  be  con- 
ceded to  the  influence  of  reftned  education  on 
mirido  of  peculiar  structure  ;  reason  and  experience 
botli  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality 
can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  principle- 

'Tis  subsLantially  true,  that  virttie  or  morality 
is  a  necessary  spring  of  popular  government.  The 
rule  indeed  extends  with  more  or  less  force  to  ev- 
ery species  of  free  government.  Who  that  is  a 
sincere  friend  to  it,  can  look  witli  indifferejKe  iip- 
on  attempts  to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fa- 
bric. 

Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  iinpor- 
tance,  institutions  for  the  general  ditfusion  of 
knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a. 
government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  es- 
sential tiiat  public  opinion  should  he  enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and  ee- 
curity,  cherish  public  credit.  One  method  of 
preserving  it,  is  to  use  it  as  sparingly  as  possible  ; 
avoiding  the  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating 
peace  ;  but  remeQibering  also,  that  timely  dis- 
bursements to  repel  it  ;  avoiding  likewise  the  ac- 
cumulation of  debt,  not  only  by  shunning  occa- 
sions of  expense,  but  by  vigorous  erc-rtions  in  time 
of  peace  to  (flschargs  the  debts  which  unavoida- 
ble wars  may  have  occasioned,  not  ungenerously 
throwing  upon  posterity  the  bcirthen  which  we 
ourselves  ou;'l.>.l  to  bear.     The  execntloD  of  thtie 
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Ivlaxlms  belongs  to  your  representatives  j  but  it 
is  necessary  that  pablic  opinion  should  co-oper- 
ate. 

To  facilitate  them  the  performance  of  their  dv- 
ty,  it  is  essential  that  f  on  sIio^jM  practically  bear 
in  mind,  that  towards  the  payment  ot-debts  there 
must  be  revenae  :  that  to  have  reve^iue,  thc-re 
must  be  taxes  ;  that  no  taxes  can  be  devised  that 
are  not  more  or  less  inconvenient  and  unpleasant ; 
that  the  intrinsic  embarussment  inseparable  from 
tlie  selection  of  the  proper  objects,  (which  is  al- 
vvays  a  choice  of  dii?.cu!tics^i  ouj^ht  to  be  a  deci- 
sive motive  for  candid  conjtmction  of  the  conduct 
of  the  goveriiment  in  making  it,  and  for  the  spirit 
ofacqaiesi^ence  in  the  measures  fcr  obtaining  reve- 
T'le,  which  the  public  exigences  may  at  any  tima 
dibtate. 

Observe  g;ood  faith  and  justice  towards  all  na-! 
tions  :  cultivate  j)eace  and  harmory  with  all .; 
religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct;  and 
can  it  be,  that  good  pohcy  does  not  eajialiy  en- 
join it  r  It  wif.  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened, 
:ii\^,  at  no  distant  period,  a  great  nation,  to  give- 
to  mankind  the  magnanimous  and  too  novel  ex- 
ample of  a  people  always  guided  by  an  exalted 
justice  and  benevolence.  Who  can  doubt,  that  in 
the  course  of  time  and  things,  tlie  fruits  of  such  a 
plan  would  richly  repay  any  temporary  advanta- 
ges which  might  be  lost  by  a  steady  adherencetd 
it  ?— Can  it  be  that  Previdenge  has  not  coimett- 
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ed  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  nation  with  its  v^ir- 
tue  ?  The  experiment  at  least,  is  recommended 
by  every  sentiment  which  ennobles  human  na- 
ture.— A.Ias  1  is  it  rendered  impossible  by  its  vi- 
ces? ,  V     , 

In  the  execution  of  such  a  plan,  nothing  ig 
more  essential  than  that  permanent,  inveterate 
antipathies  against  particular  nations,  and  passlon- 
at®  attachments  for  otliers,  should  be  excluded  j 
and  that  in  the  place  of  them,  just  and  amicable 
feelings  towards  all  should  be  cultivated.  The 
nation  which  indulges  towards  another  an  habit- 
ual hi^tred,  or  an  habitual  fondness,  is  in  some  de-= 
gree  a  slave.  It  is  a  slave  to  its  animosity  or  its 
aifection,  either  of  which  is  sufficient  to  'lead  it 
astray  from  its  daty  and  its  interest.  Antipathy 
so  one  nation  agaliist  another,  disposes  eacli  more 
readily  to  offer  insult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of 
^ght  causes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be  haughty  and 
imtractable,  when  aocidental  or  trifling  occasions 
of  dispute  occur. 

Kence,  frequent  colhsions,  obstinate,  envenom- 
ed and  b  oody  contests.— The  nation  pro:npted  by 
yl-vvii  land  resentment,  sometimes  impels  to  war 
the  government,  contrary  to  the  hest  calculations' 
of  policy.  The  government  sometimes  participates 
3n  the  national  propensity,  and  adopts,  through 
passion,  what  reason  would  reject  ;  at  other  tinfes 
'it  makes  the  animosity  of  the  nation  subservient 
|q  i>rojects  of  hostility,  instigatecl  hy  pride,  mih'j^^ 
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tion 'and  other  sinister  ar.d  pernicious  i»ctiv«5. 
The  peace  often,  sometimes  perhaps  the  Ubert/ 
of  nations,  has  been  the  victim. 

So  likewise  a  pas- ionate  attachrrent  ofone  ra. 
tion  for  another-  produces  a  variety  of  evils.  Sym- 
pathy  for  the  favorite  nation,  facihtatirg  the  ilUv 
sion  of  an  imaginary  common   interest,   in   cases 
where  no  real  coiTimcn  interest   exists,   and  infus- 
ing into  one  the  entities  of  the  other,  betrays  the 
former   into  a   participation   in   the   quarrels  and 
wars  of  the  latter,  withont   adequate   inducement 
or  jJ5t;iioation.     It   leads    also  to   concessions  1k> 
the  favourite  nation  of  privUeges  denied  to  others, 
wbich  is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  nation  makmg 
the   concessions ;  by  unnecessarily   parting  with 
what  onffht  to  have   been  retained  ;  and    by  ex- 
citin?- iealousy,  ill-will,  and  a  disposition  to  retali- 
ate  tn  the  parties   from    whom  equal   p.rivileges 
are' withheld  :    And   it   gives  to   air.bitious,  cor- 
rupted or  deluded  citl'.:ens  (who  devote  themselves 
to  the  favourite  nation)  facility  to   betray  or  sacri- 
fo*- the  interests  of  their   own   country,    wiinout 
odi  -m,  sometimes  even  v/ith  popularity  ;  gilding 
with  the  aupeaiances  of  a  virtuous   sense  of  obh- 
raf  ons,  and  commendable   defertnce  for  public  o- 
pinion,or  a  laudable   zeal  for  public  good,  the  base 
or  foohsh  compliances  o"  ambition,  corruption  or 
infatuation. 

As  avenues  to   foreign  influence  in   innumera- 
ble ways,  such  attachments  are  particularly  alwm- 
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irfg  to  the  enlightened  and  independent  patriot. 
—How  many  opportunities,  do  they  afford  to 
tanfjper  with  domestic  factions,  to  practice  the  arts 
of  seduction,  to  mislead  public  opinion,  to  influence 
or  awe  the  public  councils !  Such  an  attaclimen.t 
of  a  small  or  weak,  towards  a  great  and  powerful 
aiation,  dooms  the. former  to  be  the  satellite  of  the 
ether. 

Against  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influence 
|T  conjure  you  to  believe  me,  fellow-citizens)  the 
jealousy  of  a  free  people  ought  to  be  comtanily  a- 
^vake  :  ^  since  history  and  experience  prove,  that 
foreign  influence  is  one  of  the  most  baneful  foes  of 
republican  government.  But  that  jealousy  to  be 
useful  must  be  impartial  ;  else  it  becomes  the  in-. 
Strument  of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  in- 
^ead  of  a  defence  against  it.  Excessive  partiality 
for  one  foreign  action,  and  excessive  dislike  of  an- 
other, cause  those  whom  they  actuate  to  see  the 
danger  only  on  one  side,  and  serve  to  veil  and  e- 
ven  to  second  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other. 
Eeal  p»atriots,  who  may  resist  tire  intrigues  of  the 
favourite,  are  liable  to  become  ssspected  and  odi- 
ous ;  while  its  tools  and  dupes  usurp  the  applause 
and  confidence  of  the  people  to  surrender  their  in* 
terests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to 
foreign  nations,  is  in  extending  our  commercial 
relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little  pdkicpl  con- 
T>^\^n  as  possible.    So  far  as  we  havo  alrcadv- 
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formed  engagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled  with 
perfect  good  faith.— Here  let  us  stop. 

Earope  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which  Xo 
us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation.— Hence 
she  must  be  engaeed  in  frequent  controversies,  th^ 
causes  o-  which  are  essentially  foreign  to  our  con- 
cerns. Hence,  therefore,  it  must  be  unwise  m  us 
to  implicate  ourselves,  by  artificial  ties,  in  the  or- 
dmary  vicissitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary 
combinations  or  collisions  of  her  friendships,  or  en^. 

mities.  .       .        .     •*  . 

Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invit€» 
and  enables  us  to  pursue  a  different  course.  If  we 
remain  one  people,  under  an  efficient  govern- 
ment, the  period  is  not  far  off,  when  we  may 
defy  material  injury  from  external  annoyance  , 
when  we  may  take  such  an  attitude  as  will  cause 
the  neutrrJitr,  we  may  at  any  time  resolve  upon, 
to  be  scrupulously  respected  ;  when  belligerent 
nations,  under  the  impossibility  of  making  acquL. 
sitlons  upon  us,  will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving 
us  provocation  ;  when  v/e  may  choose  peace  or 
war,  as  our  interest,  guided  by  justice,  shaH  coun- 

scl. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of  £»  peculiar  a 
t^itnation?  Whv  quit  year  bwa  to  stand  upon 
foreign  ground'?  Why,  by  interweaving  ouc 
destiny  witVi  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entan- 
gle our  peace^and  pro:^perity  in  the  toils  of  Euro- 
pean ambition,  rivalship,  interest,  humour  or  »a* 
■price  ? 
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'Tij  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent 
alliances,  with  any  portion  of  the  foreign  world 
so  far,  1  mean,  as  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  it  : 
for  let  me  not  be  understood  as  ca^pable  of  patron- 
izing infidelity  to  existing  engagements.  I  hold 
the  maxim  no  less  applicable  to  public  than  pri- 
Tate  affairs,  that  honesty  is  alv/ays  the  best  poli- 
cy. I  repeat  it,  therefore,  let  those  engagements 
l)e  observed  in  their  genuine  sense.  But,  m  my 
©pinion,  it  is  necesbary,  and  would  be  unwise  to 
extend  them.  ^ 

Taking  care  always  to  keep  ourselves,  by  suita- 
lle  establishments,  on  a  respectable  defensive  pos- 
ture,   we   may  safely  trust  to  temporary  alliances 
for  extraordinary  emergencies. 
^  Harmony   and   liberal   intercourse  with  all  na- 
tions,  are    reccmmeiided    by    policy,    h...manity 
and  interest.     Bat  even    our   commercial   policy 
should  hold  -An  equal  and  impartial  hand ;  neither 
seeking  nor  graiitin;;  exclusive  favours  or  prefer- 
ences ;  consulting  the  natural  course  of  things  ; 
ditTusmg  and  diversifying,  by  gentle  means,   the 
streams  of  commerce,  but  forcing  nothing,  estab- 
hshing,  with  powers  so  disposed,  in  order  to  give 
trade  a  stable  course,  to  define  the  rights   of  "^our 
merchants,  and  to  enable  the  government  to  sup- 
port them;  conventional  rules  of  intercourse,  the 
best   that  present  circumstances  i:.n^  mutual  opin- 
ion will  permit,  but  temporary,  and  liable  to    be 
from  time  to  time  abandoned  or  varied,  as  experience 
and  circumstances  shall  dictate  j  constantly  kce^^ 
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mg  in  view,  that  'tis  folly  in  one  nation  to  look 
for  disinterested  favours  from  another  ;  that  it 
must  pay  with  a  portion  of  its  indepei^dence  for 
v.'hatever  it  may  accept  under  tijat  character; 
that  by  such  acceptance  it  may  place  iis«^if  in  th« 
condition  of  having  given  equivalents  for  nomin- 
al favours,  and  yet  of  bein^  reproadied  with  in- 
gratitude for  not  giving  mt.re.  There  can  be  no 
greater  error  than  to  expect,  or  calculate  upon  re- 
al favo^jrs  from  nation  to  nation.  'Tis  an  iUn* 
don  which  experience  m-ust  cure,  which  a  jubt 
pride  ought  to  dibcaj'd.  - 

In  ofTering  to  yoT3,  Vny  conntrymen,  the?© 
counsels  of  an  dd  and  alTectiouate  friend,  I  dare 
riot  hope  they  will,  make  the  strong  and  last- 
ing impression  i  couin  wish  ;  that  they  will  ccn- 
troul  tb«  usuaI  current  of  the  passions,  or  pre- 
vent our  nation  from  runa>irg  ti>e  cpurse  wliich 
has  hilhertonnar'ved  the  de.stiny  of  nations  :  But, 
if  I  may  even  flat  tor  myself  tliat  th<:y  may  be 
productive  of  some  partial  he]>efit,  some  occa- 
sional yood  ;  thai  they  may  now  and  then  recur 
to  moderate  the  fury  of  party  s[jirit,  to  warn  a- 
gain-t  the  mischiefs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guard 
against  the  jmpc  tures  of  pretended  piatriotitm  ; 
this  hope  will  be  a  full  recompence  for  the  solic- 
itude of  your  welfare,  by  which  tl;ey  have  been 
dictated. 

Kow  h::  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  dutie?, 
I  have  been  guidea  by  the  principles  that  they 
imve  been  delineated,  the  public  records  and  otli- 


1912  Blogrophlcal  Metnoirs  of 

evidences  of  my  conduct  must  witness  to  you. 
and  the  world-  To  myself,  the  assurance  of  my 
own  conscience  is,  that  I  have  at  least  believed 
myself  to  be  guided  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in  Eu- 
rope, my  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  April,  1793- 
is  the  index  to  my  plan;  Sanctioned  by  your 
approving  voice  and  by  that  of  your  Representa- 
tives in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  spirit  of 
that  measure  has  continually  governed  me  ;  un- 
influenced by  any  attempts  to  deter  or  divert  me 
from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination  with  the  aid  of 
the  best  lights  I  could  obtain,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied that  our  country,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  had  a  right  to  take,  and  was  bound 
in  duty  and  interest,  to  take  a  neutral  position. 
Having  taken  it,  I  determined,  as  far  as  should 
depend  upon  me,  to  maintain  it,  wath  modera-. 
tion,  perseverance  and  firmness. 

The  considerations  which  respect  the  right  to 
liold  this  conduct,  it  is  not  necessary  on  tliis  oc- 
casion to  detail.  I  will  only  observe,  that  ac- 
cording to  my  understanding  of  the  matter,  that 
light,  so  far  trom  being  denied  by  any  of  the  bel- 
ligerent  powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted  by 
all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral  conduct  may  b9 
inferred,  without  any  thing  more,  from  the  ob- 
ligations which  justice  and  hamsnity  imuose  oa. 
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every  nation,  in  cares  in  vvhich  it  is  ^ree  to^ct, 
to  maintain  inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  towards  other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  interest  for  observing  that 
conduct  will  best  be  referred  to  your  own  reflec- 
tions and  experience.  With  me,  a  predominant 
motive  ha^  been  to  endeavour  to  gain  time  to 
our  country  to  settle  and  mature  its  yet  recent  in- 
stitutions, and  to  progress  without  interruption, 
to  that  degree  of  strength  and  consistency,  which 
is  necessary  to  give  it,  humanly  speaking,  the 
command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  ad- 
ministration, I  iim  unconscious  o^  intentional  er- 
ror ;  I  am,  nevertheless,  too  sensible  of  my  de- 
fect? not  to  think  it  probable  that  I  may  have 
committed  many  errors.  JVkaiever  the^^  vwy  br,  I 
fervently  beseech  the  Almghty  to  evert  or  vnt'igaie  the 
e'Vih  to  nvh'ich  they  may  tend.  I  shall  oho  carry  ivith  rr.z 
the  hope  thct  niy  country  iinU  nei'er  cease  to  I'le'w  thnii 
lo'ith  inJidgence  ;  and  th^jt  after  faiy-fi've  years  of  my  life 
dedicated  to  its  service,  tvith  an  upright  ^zecl,  the  faults 
cf  incompetent  abilities  todl  he  co?tsigned  to  obli'vion,  as 
lAy  self  must  soon  be  to  the  mansions  of  rest. 

Relying  on  its  kindness  in  this,  as  in  other 
things,  and  actuated  by  that  fervent  love  to- 
wards it,  which  is  so  natural  to  a  ma:  ,  ■«^  ho 
views  in  it  the  natural  soil  of  himself  and  his 
progenitors  for  several  generations;  I  antici- 
pate, with  pleasing  expectation,  that  retreat,  in 
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wh  Ich  I  proinlse  myself  to  realize,  wltliout  at- 
hy  the  sweet  enjoyments  of  partaking,  in  the 
midst  of  my  fellow-citizens,  the  benign  influence 
of  good  laws  under  a  free  government ;  the  ever- 
favorite  object  of  my  heart,  and  tlie  happy  re- 
ward as  I  trust,  of  cur  mutual  cares,  labours  and 
dangers. 

G.  Washington. 
United  States^ 

I %th  Sepenibsr,  1 7.96.  "*  ; 


^  Oh  the  Tth  of  December,  1790,  Fresidenl 
Washington  delivered  liis  last  speech  to  the  rep. 
Tesentatives  of  the  people  at  the  opening  of  the 
second  session  of  the  fourth  Congress.  We  regret 
that  our  contracted  limits  will  not  permit  of  in- 
serting it  verbatim-.  In  this  address  he  commnni- 
catCo  information  respecting  the  measures  taken  for 
carrying  into  effect  treaties  witii  the  Indian  na- 
li0RS,_  Great  t'iritain,  Spain,  and  /^ilgicrs.  He  hke- 
wise  informs,  that  measures  are  \u  o^ieration  for  ef- 
fecting treaties  with  the  Regencies  of  Tunis  and 
Tripoli.  He  wishes  the  United  States  to  look  to 
the  means,  ^ndi  to  set  about  the-  gradual  creation 
of  a  navy  ;  so  that  a  future  war  of  Europe  may 
not  find  our  commerce  in  the  same  unprotected 
state  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  present. 

He  then  proceeds  to  recammend  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  branches  of  manufacture  on  pub- 
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]ic  account  ;  particularly  thoie  nvh'irh  ere  of  a  nciure 
essential  to  the  fimmKxng  and  cqiap^'-ng  cf  the  pibh: 
force  in  thne  cfivar. 

He  judiciously  recommends  the  institution  of  a 
Board  of  Agriculture,  composed  of  proper  char- 
acters, chRrgtd  with  collecting  and  ditlusing  in- 
formation,  and  enabled,  by  preridums  and  sn-all 
pecuniary  aids,  to  encourage  and  assist  a  spirit  of 
discovery  and  improvement.  Ixperience  has 
proved  this  to  be'  a  cheap  mstrument  of  im- 
imm.ense  national  benefit.  lie  then  recalls  the 
attention  of  Congress,  to  a  subject,  he  had  before 
nroposed  to  their  consid<iration,  the  cxpetiiencv  of 
establishing  u  national  university,  and  also  a  mih- 
tary  academv.  He  points  out  as  motives  to  the 
institution  of  a  national  university,  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  principles,  opinions,  and  manners,  of 
our  countrymen,  bv  the  common  education  of  a 
portion  of'  our  youth  from  every  quarter,  and  re- 
I  marks  that  the  m.ore  homogeneous  our  citizens 
lean  be  made  in  these  particulars,  the  greater  will 
be  the  prospect  of  our  permanent  union  :  and  that 
a  primarv  object  should  be  the  education  of  our 
youth  in'the  science  of  GOVERNMENT.  In 
a  republic,  xvhat  species  of  knowledge  can  be  e- 
quallv  important  ?  and  ^vhat  duty  can  be  more 
Vr-^sino-  on  its  Legislature,  than  to  patronize  » 
plan  fo?  communicating  it  to  tho^e  who  are  to  be 
tiie  future  giSrdian^:  of  the  liberties  of  tlie  couii- 
try  I 

P  2 
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The  institution  of  a  military  academy,  he  aiso 
observes,  is  recommended  by  cogent  reasons. — 
However  pacific,  sa}^s  he,  the  general  policy  of  a 
nation  may  be,  it  ought  never  to  be  without  an 
adequate  stock  of  military  knowledge,  for  emer- 
gencies. 

The  following  important  paragraph  h  verba- 
tim :  "  The  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,  in  various  instances,  and  in  none 
more  than  in  respect  to  the  most  important  sta- 
tions, appear  to  call  for  legislative  revision.  The 
consequences  of  a  defective  provision  are  of  serious 
import  to  the  government.  If  private  wealth  is 
to  supply  the  defect  of  public  contribution,  it  wiU 
greatly  contntct  the  sphere,  within  which  the  se^ 
iection  of  character  for  office  i^  to  be  made,  and 
will  proportionably  diminish  the  probability  of  a 
Choice  of  men  able,  as  well  as  upright.  Besides, 
that  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  vital  principles 
of  our  government,  virtually  to  exclude  from  pub- 
lic tnists,  talents  and  virtue,  unless  accompanied- 
by  wealth." 

The  President  then  expresses  his  regret  at  the 
unpleasant  circumstances  which  have  occured  re- 
lative to  the  French  republic  ;  his  ardent  wish  be- 
ing to  maintain  cordial  harmony,  as  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  rights  and  honour  of  our  coun- 
try. 

The  House  of  Representatives  he  inforrfeed,  that 
the  revenues  of  the  United  State  continue  in  a 
State  of  progressive  imj>rovement ;  and  are  invited 
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to  take  such  further  measures  as  will  ascertain,  to 
our  country,  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt. 

He  then  concluded  his  address  to  both  Hous« 
cf  Congress,  in  the  following  words :  "  My  so  ici- 
tude  to  see  the  militia  of  th^  United  States  placed  on 
an  efficient  establishment,  ha.  been  so  often  and  so 
ardentlv  expressed,  that  I  shall  but  bare.y  recal 
the  subiect  to  your  view,  on  the  present  occasion 
at  the  same  time,  I  shall  submit  to  your  enquiry, 
whether    our    harbours    are  yet   sufficiently   se^ 

^^^'  The  situation  in  which  I  now  stand,  for  the 
last  time,  in  the  midst  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  naturally  recalls 
the  period,  when  the  administration  of  the  pres= 
ent  form  of  government  commenced  ;  and  1  can- 
rot  omit  the  occasion  to  congratulate  you,  and  my 
country,  on  the  success  of  the  experiment ;  nor  to 
repeat  my  fervent  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  ot 
*he  Universe,  and  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  ^atlons, 
that  his  providential  care,  may  still  be  extended  to 
the  United  States  ;  that  the  virtue  an^l  happmess 
of  the  people  may  be  preserved  ;  and  tlwt  the  gov. 
ernment  which  they 'have  instituted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  liberties  may  be  perpetual." 

On  Saturday  the  4th  o  March,  1797,  M>t  AJ^ 
cms  E^q.  who  was  elected  the  successor  of  /  rer- 
dJ  U'lhlngtou,  attended  the  Senate  and  Repre- 
sentiyes  of  the  United  States,  and  took  his  oatU 
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of  ofTice,  according  to  the  directions  of  tlie  constj- 
tution.  The  ceremony  afforded  a  spectacle  of  high 
satisfaction  and  delight  to  every  genuine  republi- 
can. To  behold  a  fellow-citizen,  raised  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  to  be  the  first  magistrate  of  a 
free  nation,  and  to  behold  at  the  same  time  George 
Washington^  who  lately  filled  the  presidential  chair, 
attending  the  inauguration  of  his  successor  in  of- 
fice, as  a  private  citizen,  beautifully  exemplifying 
'sublimo  simphcity  and  excellence  of  republicai* 
government. 

The  last  ofucial  aet  of  Preitdent  WojMngtcn,  is 
a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  March  3, 
1797.  It  respects  certain  forged  letters,  which 
were  pubhshed  in  the  years  i7  77  and  1790,  and 
obtruded  on  the  public  as  his.  They  were  pub- 
lished at  the  two  most  critical  periods  of  his  life, 
with  the  view  of  striking  at  the  integrity  of  his 
modves,  of  wounding  his  character,  and  of  deceiv- 
ing the  people.  At  the  conclusion,  therefore  of 
his  public  employments,  he  deemed  is  a  duty 
wh'cli  he  owed  to  himself,  to  his  country,  and  to 
truth,  to  detail  the  circumstances,  and  solemnly  to 
declare,  that  the  letters  (the  dates  of  which  he  re- 
cites) are  base  forgeries,  were  never  written  by 
him,  and  that  he  never  saw  or  heard  of  them, 
until  they  appeared  in  print.  During  the  pe- 
riod in  which  he  held  the  supreme  command  of 
the  army,  and  his  civil  administration,  the  purity 
of  his  own  mind  prevented  him  from  contradict- 
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in«:  the  falshcnd  by  any  public  declaration  ;  but, 
upon  his  retiring  to  private  life,  and  not  knowing 
how  scon  a  more  ijerious  event  might  take  place, 
he  made  this  public  declaration,  and  reqr.ested 
thai  it  might  he  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
de^artn>ent  of  state,  as  a  testimony  of  the  truth 
to  the  present  generation  and  to  posterity. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1797,  General  Wash- 
ington took  fare  well  of  all  public  employment, 
and  left  Philadephia  for  his  estate  at  Mount  ^  er- 
noM.  In  every  town  through  whicti  he  passed  on 
his  way,  he  received  the  grateful  and  affectionate 
addresses  which  w^re  so  justly  due  to  his  merits 
from  an  enlightened  and  grateful  people. 

Having  thus  amply  described  the  ot^gust  M^asTr 
tngtcn  in  his  public  character  and  official  capacity? 
sufTer  us,  for  a  moment,  to  follow  him  in  private, 
and  take  a  view  of  him  in  the  character  of  a 
plain  Citizen,  in  h,s  rural  residence  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. 

The  virtuous  simplicity  which  distinguished 
the  private  life  of  General  Washington,  though 
less  known  than  the  dazzling  splendor  of  his  mili- 
tary atchievemenis,  is  not  less  edifying  in  exam- 
ple, or  worthy  the  attention  of  his  countrymen. 
The  conspicuous  character  he  has  acted  on  the 
theatre  of  humtin  afTtirs,  the  uniform  di|j,nity 
with  which  he  sustained  his  part  amidst  diilicuU 
ties  of  the  most  discouraging  nature,  and  the 
gloj-y  of  having  arrived  through  them  at  the  hour 
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of  triumph,  bave  made  many  official  and  lite- 
rary per5ons  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  ambi- 
tious of  a  correspondence  with  him.  These 
oorrespondencies  unavoidably  engrossed  a  great 
portion  of  his  time  ;  and  the  communications 
contained  in  them,  combined  with  the  nume* 
rous  periodical  Publications  and  News-papers 
which  he  perused,  rendered  him,  as  it  were,  the 
ficus  of  pcht'ical  intelhgenre  for  the  rew  ivc/rU.  Nor 
were  his  conversations  with  well  informed  men 
less  conducive  to  bring  him  acquainted  with  the 
various  events  which  happened  in  the  different 
countries  of  the  globe.  Every  foreigner  of  dis- 
tinction, who  travelled  in  America,  made  it  a 
point  to  visit  him.  Members  of  Co:.gress  and 
other  dignified  personages  seldom  passed  his  house 
without  calling  to  pay  their  respects.  As  anoth- 
er source  of  informiation,  it  may  be  mentioned, 
that  many  literary  productions  were  sent  to  him 
annually  by  their  authors  in  Europe ;  and  that 
there  is  scarcely  one  work  written  in  America,  on 
any  art,  science,  or  subject,  which  did  not  seek 
his  orotection,  or  which  was  not  offered  to  hira 
as  a  token  of  gratitude.  Mechanical  inventions 
were  frequently  submitted  to  him  for  his  approba- 
tion, and  natural  curiosities  presented  to  him  for 
his  investigation.  But  the  multiplicity  of  episto- 
lary applications  often  on  the  remains  of  some 
bueineis  which  happened  when  he  was  in  office, 
sometimes  on  subjects  foreign  to  his  situation, 
frivolous  in  their  nature,  a,nd  intended  merely  to 
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gratify  the  ranity  of  the  writers  by  drawinp 
ans^vers  from  him,  were  truly  distressiiig  and  aU 
most  incredible.  His  benignity  in  answering, 
perhaps  increased  the  number.  Did  he  not  hu.- 
band  every  moment  to  the  best  advantage  it 
would  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  notice  the 
vast  variety  of  subjects  that  claimed  has  atten- 
tioii. 

In  his  manner  of  living  he  was  extremely  re- 
eular,  temperate  and  industrious.  He  rose  wiii- 
ter  and  summer  at  the  dawn  of  day,  generally 
read  or  wrote  sometime  before  breakfast :  break- 
fasted about  seven  o'clock  on  Indian  hoecake  and 
tea,  and  often  rode  immediately  to  his  different 
farms,  and  remained  with  his  labourers  till  a  little 
after  two  o'clock,  when  he  returned ;  at  three  he 
dined,  commonly  on  a  single  dish,  and  drank 
fVom  half  a  pint  to  a  pint  of  Madeira  wine  this, 
with  one  small  dish  of  tea  which  he  took  kilf  an 
hour  before  the  setting  of  the  sun,  constituted  his 
whole  sustenance  till  the  next  day.  His  table, 
however,  was  aUvays  furnished  with  elegance 
and  exuberance,  bat  was  void  of  pomp  ;  and 
Nvhether  he  had  company  or  not,  he  remamsd  an 
hour  at  table  in  familiar  eonversation.  His  tem- 
per was  of  a  serious  cast,  and  his  countenance 
carried  the  impression  of  thoughtfulness  :  yet  he 
perfectly  relished  a  pleasant  story,  an  unaffected 
sally  of  wit,  or  a  burlesque  description.  After 
(iIn.T^  be  applied  hknseUto  b'oshiess,  aud  about 
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nine  retired  to  re'^t  ;  but  when  he  Iiad  company 
he  politely  attended  upon  them  till  they  wi'shed 
to  withdraw.— Agriculture  was  his  favourite  eaj- 
ployment,  he  made  observations  on  the  produce 
of  lands,  and  endeavoured  to  throw  new  light 
upon  the  business  of  the  farmer  ;  linen  and 
woollen  clothes  v/ere  n\anufactured  under  his 
roof,  and  order  and  economy  were  established 
m  all  his  departments,  both  within  and  without 
doors.  ^  Mrs.  Washington  presided  over  the  whole, 
and  united  to  the  qualities  of  an  excellent  far- 
mer's wife,  that  simple  dignity  which  ought  to 
characterise  a  woman  v/ hose  husband  has  acted 
so  distinguished  a  part  on  the  public  theatre.— 
Such  is  the  history  of  the  private  life  of  this  great 
character. 

In  17Q8,  the  unparrallelled  treatment  w])ich 
the  American  ministers  received  at  Paris  from  the 
republic  of  France,  left  little  ground  to  hope  for 
any  amicable  accommodation  with  that  repi;b!ic, 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  military  forces  of  tr:- 
United  States  were  greatly  augmen  ed,  and  tlie 
President,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  appoint- 
ed George  IVa^hlngton^  LiadencuitGoicral  ojid  Ccm- 
■  fiia?tder  ht  Chief  of  oil  the  armies  raised  or  to  be  revised 
by  the  linked  States,  this  wise  and  judicious  ap- 
pointment was  attended  with  the  happiest  effect, 
the  virtue  of  a  general  so  well  experienced  in  \n  ar, 
established  the  national  dignity  and  independence, 
and  inspired  the  citizens    with  enthusiasm.     On 
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receiving  the  appointinent,  the  General  expressed 
a  wiih  that  it  had  falien  upon  a  nnan  leis  advan- 
ced in  years,  and  better  qualified  to  encounter  the 
vicissitudes  of  war,  he  recurred  to  his  determina- 
tion of  closing  his  life  in  retirement  and  peace,  but 
the  conduct  of  the  directory  of  France  towards  our 
couutry,  he  said,  '•'  excited  in  his  breast  correspon- 
ding sentiments  with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen," 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment with  this  reserve,  that,  *^  he  should  not  be 
called  into  the  field,  until  the  army  was  in  a  situ- 
ation to  require  his  presence,  or  it  became  indis. 
pens?.ble  by  the  urgency  of  circumstances,"  he 
informed  the  President,  "  he  could  not  accept  of 
any  emolument  annexed  to  the  appointment, 
before  ejitering  into  a  situation  to  incur  ex- 
pens  s.'' 

He  hold  this  command,  and  contributed  his  ad- 
vice and  assistance  towards  the  arrangement  and 
crganiz:\tion  of  the  army  until  the  J  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1799,  when  it  pleased  Divine  Providence  to 
TcmovG  him  from  this  life  ;  he  v/as  in  his  68th 
your,  and  in  the  enjoy m.ent  of  perfect  health  ; 
the  disorder  of  which  he  died  was  an  ipflamma- 
torv  sore  throat,  which  proceeded  from  a  slight 
co!d. 

"  On  Friday,  the  I3t.h,  he  rode  out  to  one  of 
his  plantations,  and  was  mucfi  wet  by  tlie  rain, 
on  returning,  Ke  was  taken  with  the  crcup  that 
night  •,  but  from  humanity   to  his  servant^  and 
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tenderness   to  his  physician,  very  unfortunaUly  dfiw^ 
dined  sending  for  medical  aid,  until  day-light   on 
Saturday  morning. 

<'  Before  Dr.  Craik  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon^ 
the  General  hal  been  bled  by  one  of  his  overseers. 
The  doctor  repeated  the  same  immediately  ;  la 
whom  the  General  observed,  "  he  had  sen1>^for 
him  too  late  ;"  and  seemed  to  have  a  presentiment 
of  his  dissolution  j  Doctors  Dick  and  Brown  also 
attended. 

*'  As  his  respiiation  became  dilTicalt,  he  said 
calmly,  "  doctors,  Idle  hard:'  Biit  notv/ithstand- 
the  excrnciatinp;  agonies  of  his  violent  disease,  her 
tranquilly  asked  several  questions  during  the  eve- 
ning. About  fifteen  minutes  before  he  died, 
(which  was  between  H  a»id  12  o'clock,  on^  Sat- 
urday night,  the  14th  of  December)  he  said  t':> 
Doctor  Craik,  "  i/or/or  w/W  Is  the  doch?  hoKV  long 
im  I  to  conUnue  in  this  Siiuathn  ?"  The  doctor  an^ 
swered,  *•  Nid  longy  .w*>-."  He  then  rejoined,  with 
the  firmest  countenance  imaginable,  '-  /  fia-vc  ?:% 
fear,  doctor,  to  die:'' 

Mrs.  Washhigton  w^is  at  the  bed  side  with  his 
family,  and  a  number  of  domestics  in  the  room. 
He  would  not  u  ound  their  sensibility  by  taking  a 
formal  leave  of  any  one.— At  last  his  breathing 
«jrew  shorter,  he  closed  his  eyes  and  viMth  '^^^Uh  ha  crivn 
linds,  and  expired  '.—Thus  did  the  last  momenta 
of  this  venerable  man  correspond  with  the  whole 
€?n.or  vf  h'S  we!l^pf?nt  lI*Vv     lie  a*ed  svl^  h  perfect 
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resignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  in  full  po?^ 
session  of  his  reason,  not  a  groan  or  complaint  es- 
caped him  1 

His  "body  was  entomljed,  with  solemn  honour" 
and  funeral  pomp,  in  the  family  vault,  upon  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon,  attended  by  the  clergy, 
military,  masonic  brethren,  and  a  numerous  con- 
course of  citizens. 

The  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
General  Washington,  was  every  where  received 
throughout  the  United  State?,  with  sensations  of 
of  sorrow  and  regret  ;  the  houses  of  Congress  for  a 
period  adjourned  ;  they  condoled  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  the  loss  our  country 
had  sustained  in  the  death  of  her  worthiest  citi- 
zen, they  went  in  mourning,  and  requested  the 
President  to  issue  his  proclamation,  recommending 
the  citizens  throughout  the  Union,  to  wear  black 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days  ;  all  the 
state  assemblies  followed  the  example  :  orders 
were  issued  from  the  war  o<Tico,  navy  department, 
kc.  requesting  the  olTiccrs  to  wear  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  six  months,  and  the  vessels  of  the  na- 
vv  to  put  on  mourning  for  one  week,  by  weanng 
their  colours  half  mast  high. 

Orders  vrere  issued  by  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ide-.n  of  the  UnitedStates,announcing  to  thearmy 
';bo  death  of  its  heh-vcd  ch)rf,  and  requested  the  mil- 
itary honours  therein,  specifying  to  be  p:\id  at  thcr 
several  stafans  of  the  army. 
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The  Senate  and  house  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  enacted  '*  that  a  marble 
monument  be  erected  in  the  capitol  in  the  city 
of  Washington  ;  to  the  memory  of  General 
Washington  :  and  that  his  family  be  requested 
to  permit  his  body  to  be  deposited  under  it  j 
and  that  the  manument  be  so  designed  as  to 
commemorate  the  great  military  and  political 
events  of  his  life.  That  there  be  a  funeral 
procession,  and  a  public  oration  delivered  on  the 
occasion.  The  above  resolution  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton assented,  sacrificing  her  private  wishes  and 
individual  feelings  to  the  public  v/ill.  The  pub- 
lic procession  took  place  in  Philadelphia,  on 
Thursday,  December  the  26th,  the  ceremony 
was  judiciously  conducted  ;  perhaps  there  never 
was  a  greater  display  of  public  mourning,  solem- 
nity and  respect,  exhibited  in  the  western  hem- 
isphere ;  the  arrangements  united  every  descrip- 
tio!i  of  public  and  private  character,  civil  and 
ipilitary  ;  the  funeral  service  adapted  with  great 
felicity  to  the  occasion,  was  pronoiniced  by  Bish- 
op White  ;  the  deceased  being  of  the  episcopal 
church ;  after  which,  General  Lee,  who  was 
appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose,  delivered 
the  funeral  oration  •  we  shall  not  attempt  a  re- 
port of  this  admirable  eulogium,  of  v/hich  the 
public  are  already  possessed,  convinced  that  it 
would  suffer  by  the  attempt. 

Having  pursued  this  distinguished  man  through- 
out his  public  \l[e  and  in  his  private  retreat  it  on- 
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ly  now  remains  that  we  describe  his  person, 
which  bears  a  very  great  analogy  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  his  mind. 

General  Washington  was  a  tall  well  made  man, 
rather  large  boned,  and  had  a  tolerable  genteel  ad- 
dre^s  :  his  features  were  manly  and  bold,  his  eyes 
of  ablnsh  east  and  very  lively  ;  his  hair  a  deep 
brov/n,  his  face  rather  long  and  marked  with  the 
small  pox  ;  bis  comp'exion  Jun  burnt  and  with- 
out mMch  colour,  and  his  countenance  sensible, 
composed,  and  thoughtful  •  thioro  was  a  remarka- 
ble air  of  dignity  about  him  with  a  striking  de- 
cree of  gracefulners  :  He  had  an  excelieYit  under^ 
ftanding  without  much  (iuiekness  ;  was  strictly 
just,  vigilant,  and  generous  ;  an  afTectionate  hus- 
band, a  faithfid  friend,  a  father  to  the  deserving  ; 
gentle  in  his  manners,  in  temper  rather  reserved  ; 
a  total  stranger  to  religious  prejudices,  v/hich 
hjive  so  often  €xcit<;d  Chiristians  of  ore  denomin- 
tion  to  cut  the  throats  of  those  of  another  ;  in  his 
jnorals  irreproachable  ;  he  was  never  known  to 
exceed  the  bounds  of  the  most  rigid  temperance 
in  a  word,  all  his  friends  and  a-q!:a:ntance  uni- 
vfrsallv  allow  that  no  man  ever  united  in  his  o-vn 
person,  a  n^ore  perfect  alliance  of  the  virtues  of  a 
])hi!osopher  with  the  talents  of  a  stato'^man  and 
a  general.  Candour,  sincerity,  alTabihty  and  sinr;- 
pficity  seem  to  have  been  the  strikin;^  features  of 
his  character.  The  best  portraits  ever  taken  of 
hjm,  are  those  painted  by  the  ingeniouo  Mr. 
St'cwart^  of  Gci-muntown,  and  the  bc:t  engraving 
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is  the  lar^e  mczot into  done  by  M.  Savage,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Such  is  the  life  and  character  of  the  man  to 
whom  America  entrusted  her  important  cause, 
and  she  has  had  every  reasoji  to  be  satisfied  with 
her  choice  ;  and  most  ungrateful  would  she 
be  to  the  Great  Disposer  of  human  events,  were 
she  not  to  render  him  unremitting  thanks  for 
having  provided  her  with  such  a  citizen  at  such  a 
crisis. 

Most  nations  have  been  favoured  with  some 
patriotic  deliverer.— The  Israelites  bad  their  Mo- 
ses ;  Rome  her  Camillus  ;  Greece  her  Leonidas  ; 
SweJen  hef  Gunavus  ;  and  Eugland  her  Hamp- 
dens,  her  Russels,  and  her  Sydneys  ;  but  these  il- 
lustrious heroes,  tho'  successful  in  preserving  and 
defending,  did  not,  like  V/osh'tngion,  form  or  estab- 
lish empires,  wliicli  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the 
refuge  or  asylum  of  virtue,  banished  from  Europe 
by  luxury  and  corruption. 


ABSTRACT 

OP    THE    LAST 

IVILL    AXD   TE  ST  A  ME  XI' 
GEN.  GEO  :  WASHINGTON, 


I,  GKORGE  WASHINGTON,  chlzrn  of  thv 
Unitfd  Stat-c?,  do  declare  11115-  my  lart  \Vi!!  and 
Testament,  revokir.^  all  other;-  : — Fir-!,  All  my 
^ebts  lire  to  be  purc-naily  ar,d  rprcciily  paid,  ajvl 
the  legacies  herein  bequeathed,  are  to  be  di^char^- 
ed  in  the  manner  directed. 

J  few.  To  my  deaHy  beloved  vriTc,  Marfl  i 
JJ'as/i'HQfon,  I  bequealli  my  whole  ebtalo,  real  ar.i 
personal,  during  her  life,  excejit  euch  parts  thereof 
as  are  hereafter  otherwise  disposed  of.  My  im- 
proved lot  in  Alexandria,  I  give  to  her  and  her 
heirs  forever,  as  also  myr.K)r.sho!d  and  kitchen  fur- 
niture, with  the  liquors  and  groc«"nes,  vhich  may 
be  oa  Land  at  the  time  of  my  decease. 
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Iiem.  Upon  the  decease  of  my  wlfp,  I  desir^J" 
that  all  the  slaves  which  I  hold  of  tny  oivn  r'lgfit, 
bhall  receive  their  freedom  ;  but  the  aged  and  in- 
lirm,  who  are  unable  to  support  themselves,  shall 
be  comfortably  clothed  and  fed  by  iv.y  heirs  while 
they  live,  and  suc,h  of  the  children  as  have  no  pa- 
tents, or  who^e  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  ta 
ji'-nvide  for  them,  shall  be  bound  by  the  court  un- 
til they  arrive  at  the  age  of  25  years,  upon  condi- 
tions that  they  shall  be  taught  to  read,  write,  and 
be  brought  up  to  some  useful  occupation  ;  I  ex- 
pre?sly  forbid  the  sale,  or  transportation  out  of  the 
state,  of  any  of  them,  on  any  pretence  whatsoev- 
er ;  and  I  do  solemnly  enjoin  ray  executors  to  see 
this  clause  respecting  slaves  religiously  fulfiiled.— . 
To  my  Mulatto  man,  William,  I  g've  immediate 
freedom,  and  an  annuity  of  30  dollars  during  hh 
\\k,  or  if  he  chooses  to  rem<ain  in  the  situation  he 
now  is,  he  sh.all  be  allowed  the  cloaths  and  vict- 
uals he  Isas  been  accustomed  to  receive,  and  the  a- 
hove  30  dollars  beside,  "  and  this  I  give  him  as  a 
testimony  of  my'sense  of  his  attachment  to  me, 
and  for  his  faithful  services  during  the  revolution. 
ary  war. 

' /tan.  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Academy  of  A- 
ifxnndria,  I  bequeath  4000  dollars,  or,  in  other 
words,  twentv  of  my  shares  in  the  bank  of  Alex- 
andria, towards^the  support  of  a  free  school,  for 
the  education  of  orphans  and  poor  children ;  the 
interest  or  dividend  only,  to  be  applied  ;  this  is  in 
Xi<:v.  of  an  tnnui^v  of  f.  ^0,  which  I  have  for  som^ 
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yf.SLts  past,  paid  tov.-ards  the  support  of  this  insti- 
tution. 

Mem.  The  fifty  shares  in  the  PotompiC  Canal 
company,  which.  I  accepted  of  upon  particular 
terms,*  from  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  as  a  re- 
compense for  my  services  during  the  revolutionar/ 
war,  and  for  having  suggested  the  advantages 
which  the  community  v/ould  derive  from  an  ex- 
tension of  inland  navigation  under  legislative  pat- 
ronage, I  bequeath  in  perpetviity  to'^^ards  the  en- 
dowment of  a  National  University,  to  be  e^tabhsh- 
ed  withm  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  general  government  ; 
and  until  such  seminary  is  establislicd,  the  profits 
arising  from  these  shares,  shall  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the  bank  of  Columuia,  or 
some  other  bank,  until  a  sum  adequate  to  the  ob- 
ject be  obtained. 

If  em.  My  hundred  shares  in  the  James  River 
company,  I  have  given,  and  now  confirm,  in  per- 
petuity to  the  use  of  Liberty  Hali  Academy,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Item.  I  forever  releare  the  estate.  c.c.  of  n^y 
deceased  brothr-r  Samuel  Waslnngton,  from  the 
j>aymen{  of  the  uioney  (upward?  of  £  ICOO) 
which  is  due  to  mo  fur  lands  which  I  sold  to  I'liil- 
i  J  Pendleton,  who  assignt-d  the  same  to  my  broth- 
er, \\  ho  by  agreement  was  to  pay  me  :  And 
whereas  two  sons  of  my  said  brother  Samuel, 
named  Geo:  S.  Vv'asliington,  and  Lawrence  A. 
AVashirgtcn.  came  under  my  j)ro^totion.  and   oc- 
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ca^nor-rtl  advi^ucr-  on  my  part  for  tLeir  cdncaticii 
at  colloe:e,  (io.  for  board,  cloathing;,  and  other  inci- 
tiental  expcnsps,  to  the  jjmonnt  of  near  oOOO  dol- 
lars, which  it  may  be  inconvenient  for  them,  or 
Ihe  estate  to  refund,  for  which  reasons  I  do  hcre- 
hv  acquit  Ihcm  and  the  estate  from  the  payment  | 
thereof. 

Item.  The  balance  due  me  from  the  estate  of 
Bartholomew  Dandridge,  deceased,  (my  wife's 
brother)  amonntingr,  in  1795,  to  £^^5, 1  release  and 
acquit,  and  the  33  Negroes,  formerly  belonging  to 
faid  estate,  but  who  were  sold  on  execution,  and 
purchased  on  my  account,  and  by  me,  suffered  to 
remain  in  possession  of  Mary  his  widow,  together 
with  their  increase,  shall  continue  in  her  posses- 
sion during  her  life,  without  any  compesantion  ; 
but  at  her  death,  all  who  are  aged  40  years,  or  up- 
Avafds,  shall  receive  their  freedom,  all  under  that 
age,  and  upwards  of  J  6,  shall  serve  seven  years  Ion, 
ger,  and  then  be  free,  and  all  under  16  years,  shall 
ber\'e  until  they  are  25  years,  and  then  be  free. 

Item.  Charles  Carter,  who  married  my  neice 
Betty  Lewis-,  shall  receive  from  my  executors,  a 
Gufficient  title  to  the  lots  in  Fredcricksburgh, 
which  he  had  of  me. 

Item.  '  To  my  nephev/,  \Vm.  A.  Washington, 
1  bequeath  lot  No.  265,  in  the  town  of  Manches- 
ter, my  tenth  of  certain  lots  in  the  city  and  vi^in- 
ity  of  Richmond,  as  also  !o^  No.  !  39,  in  the  town 
o(  Edinburgh,  Virginia. 
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Item.  To  my  nephew  BuJirad  Washington^ 
I  give  and  bequeath  all  the  papers  in  my  pes- 
session,  which  relate  to  my  civil  and  military 
administration  of  the  aftairs  this  country  :  i 
leave  to  him  also,  such  of  my  private  papers  as 
are  worth  preserving  ;and  at  the  deceayeeof  my 
wife  and  Lefors,  if  she  is  not  inclined  to  retain 
them,  I  give  and  bequeath  my  library  of  books 
and  pamphlets  of  every  kind. 

Item.  Having  sold  certain  lands  which  I  pos- 
sessed in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  New-York,  my 
share  in  Great  Dismal  Swamp,  and  a  tract  in  the 
county  cf  Gloucester,  withholding  the  titles  until 
the  consideration  should  be  paid,  also  having  leav- 
ed and  conditionally  sold,  all  my  lunds  on  the 
Great  Kanhawa.  and  a  tract  upon  Ditiicult  Run, 
whenever  these  tracts  are  fuliilled.the  money  sliali 
be  vested  in  bank  stock,  the  interest  whereof  I 
♦;ive  to  mv  wife  during  her  life,  but  the  stock  it- 
self shalt  be  suljcwt  to  the  dcitribution  hereafter 
willed. 

lum.  To  the  Earl  of  Buchan  I  re-commit  "  the 
box  made  cf  the  oak  that  sheltered  the  great  Sir 
William  Wallace,  after  the  battle  of  Falkirk  ;'' 
presented  to  me  by  his  lordship,  iii  terms  too 
flattering  for  me  to  repeat,  with  a  request  "  to 
pass  it,  oa  the  event  of  my  decease,  to  the  man 
in  mv  country,  who  sliould  appear  to  merit  it  bei,t 
upon  the  sam!e  conditions  that  have  induced  him 
V)  send  it  to  me."     Whc;h.<;r   easy   or   not  tj  se- 
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iect  the  man  who  might  comport  with  his  lord, 
ship's  opinion  in  this  respect,  is  not  for  rnetosay  ; 
but  conceiving  that  no  disposition  of  this  valuable 
curiosity  can  be  more  eligible  than  the  recommit- 
ment of  it  to  his  own  cabinet,  agreeably  to  the 
original  design  cf  t';e  Goldsmith's  company  oi 
Edinburgh,  who  presented  it  to  him,  and,  at  his 
request,  conseivted  that  it  should  be  transferred  to 
Bie  ;  I  bequeath  the  same  to  his  lordship  ;  and, 
in  case  of  his  decease,  to  his  heir,  with  my  grate- 
ful thanks  for  the  distinguished  honour  of  present- 
ing it  to  me,  and  more  espeeial]/  for  the  favoiira- 
l)le  sentiments  with  which  he  accompanied  it. 

Item.  To  my   Brother,  Charles   Washington,  I 
l>eqneath  the   gold   headed   can<3   left   m.e  by  Dr. 
Franklin  in  his  wiiL     To  the   acquaintances   and 
friends  of  my  juvenile   years,  Laurence  Washing- 
tor^  and  Robert  Washingtoii  of  Chotanck,  I  gi>« 
-my  other  two  golheadcd  canes,  having  my  arms  er  - 
graved  on  them,  and  to  each  (as  they  will  be  useful 
where  they  live)  i  Ic.ive   one  of  the  S})y-g!as;e% 
which  forstituted  part  of  my  equipage  during  tbo 
iate  War.  To  my  compatriot  in  arms  and  old  and  in- 
timatefriend,  Dr.  Craik,  I  give  my  bureau  (or  as  the 
cabinet  makers  call  it,  tambour  secretary)  and  the 
circular  chair,  an   appendage  to   my  study.     To 
Dr.  David    Stuart,  1  give  my   large  shaving  and 
dressing  table,   and  my  telescope.     To  the   Rev, 
310 w  Bryan  Lord   Fairfax,  I  give  a  bible  in  three 
large  folio  volumes,  with  notes    presented   to  me 
by  the  Kt.  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson,  Bishop  of  Si>- 
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dor  and  Man.  To  General  de  la  Fayette,  I  give  a 
pair  of  finely  wrought  steel  Pistols,  taken  from 
the  enemy  during  the  revolutionary  war.  To 
my  sisters-in-law,  Hannah  Washington  and  Mil- 
dred Washington,  to  my  friends  Elenor  Stuart, 
Hannah  Washington,  of  Fairfiel J,  and  Elizabeth 
Washington,  of  Hayiield,  I  give,  each  a  mourn- 
ing ring,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  Dollar?. 
These  bequests  are  not  made  for  the  intrinsic  val- 
ue of  them,  but  as  mementos  of  my  esteem  and 
legard.  To  Tobias  Lear,  I  give  the  u?e  of  the 
farm  which  he  now  holds  free  from  rent  during 
his  life.  To  Sally  B.  Hanie  (a  distant  relation  of 
mine)  I  give  and  bequeath  three  hundred  dollars. 
To  Sarah  Green,  Daughter  of  the  deceased  Thom- 
as Bisliop,  and  to  Ann  Walker,  daughter  of  John 
Alton,  also  deceased,  I  give  each  one  hundred  dol- 
iars,  in  consideration  of  the  attachment  of  their  fa- 
thers to  m.e  ;  each  of  whom  having  lived  nearly 
forty  years  in  my  family.  To  each  of  my  neph- 
ews, Wm.  A.  Washington,  Geo  :  Lewis,  Geo  : 
S.  Washington,  Bushrod  Washington,  and  Sam. 
Washington,  I  give  one  of  the  Swords  or  cuttetuix 
of  which  I  may  die  possessed  :  and  they  are  to 
choose  in  the  order  they  are  named.  These 
?words  are  accompanied  with  an  injunction  not 
to  unsheath  them  for  the  purpose  of  shedding 
blood,  except  it  be  for  self  defence,  or  in  defence 
of  their  country  and  its  rights  ;  and  in  the  latter 
case,  to  keep  them  unsheathed,  and  prefer  falling 
with  them  in  fheir  hands  to  the  rellnquis'unent 
thereof. 
R 
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Item,  To  my  nephew  Bushrod  Washington, 
and  his  heirs,  I  bequeath  all  that  part  of  Mount 
Vernon,  inchided  within  the  following  limits, 
[here  the  original  ivili  describes  the  boundaries']  con- 
taining upwards  of  4000  acres,  with  the  mansloj* 
house,  and  all  other  improvements  :  Secondly,  To 
Geo  :  F.  Washington,  and  Lawrence  A.  Wash- 
ington, and  their  heirs,  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
.veen  them,  I  give  my  estate  of  Little  Hunting 
Creek,  lying  on  the  Potomack  containing 
2027  acres,  with  the  improvements  thereon  : — 
Thirdly^  I  bequeath  to  Laurence  Lewis  and  his 
wife,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  residue  of  Mount 
Vernon,  containing  about  2000  acres,  together 
with  the  mill,  distillery,  and  other  improvements. 
Fourlhly,  I  bequeath  to  Geo.  Washington  Park 
Custis,  the  Grandson  of  my  wife,  my  tract  on 
lour  mile  run,  containing  1200  acres  and  my  en- 
tire square,  No.  21,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

[The  residue  of  his  estate  real  and  personal, 
the  general  requests  to  be  sold  by  his  executors 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  monies  arising 
therefrom  to  be  divided  into  twenty-three  equal 
parts,  v/hich  he  bequeaths  equally,  to  his  own 
and  to  his  wife's  relations, specifying  their  names.] 

The  Family  Vault  at  Mount  Vernon,  re- 
quiring repairs,  and  being  improperly  situated,  I 
desire  that  a  new  one  of  brick,  and  upon  a> 
larger  scale,  may  be  built  on  the  ground  which* 
is  marked  out  ;  in  which  my  remains,  with 
thpse  of  my  deceased  rc'ations  (aow  i\j  the  old 
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vault)  and  such  others  of  my  family  as  may 
choose  to  be  entomed  there,  rray  he  deposited. 
And  it  is  my  express  desire,  tliat  my  corps  may 
he  interred  in  a  private  manner,  without  paradr; 
or  fu nerai  oration. 

Lastly.  I  constitute  and  appoint  my  dearly  he- 
lovcd  wife  Martha  Washington,  my  nephews 
Wm.  Augustine  Washington,  Bushrod  Washing- 
ton, Geo  :  S,  Washington,  Samuel  Wa  hington, 
and  Laurence  Lewis,  and  my  ward,  Geo  :  Wash- 
ington P.  Custis,  (when  he  shall  have  arrived  a* 
the  ago  of  20  vears)  executrix  and  executors  of  this 
WILL  and  TESTAMENT. 
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[The  original  will  is  of  the  General's  own  hand 
writing  ;  his  name  is  subscribed  to  every  page  of 
it  ;  he  consulted  no  professional  character  in  the 
construction  of  it,  and  he  accompanies  every  item. 
with  remarks  and  explanations  of  the  meaning  and 
design  of  them  ;  it  is  dated  July  9th,  1799,  and 
24th  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Annexed  to  the  will  is  the 
following  iichedule  of  the  property  directed  to  be 
sold  with  a  moderate  valuation  of  their  worth- 

IN  VIRGINIA. 

Ares,     Price,     Dsilu 
Loudoun  CO.  Difficult  Run,      300  6,666 

Loudoun  and  Fauquier, 

Ashby'sBent,         2481     lod.    24,810"^' 
Chattin's  Run,         885       8   ^      "^jOSO  >* 

Berkeley,  S.  fork  of  Bullskin  1600 
Head  of  Evans's  m.  45  S 
In  Wormley's  line,    183 


2236  20  44,T20 

^tlerlt:^^"^'^'^^^^^^  ^^^  20  11,420 

Hampshire,  on  Potomac  I  ^40  15  3,600 

river,  above  B.  3 

Gloucester,  on  N.  river,  400  about  3,600 

Nansemond  near  Suffolk "J|_  q«^  o  9  981 
3d  of  11 19  acres,          3 
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Jira.      Price,      DciUirs. 


Great  Dismal   Wp  7  abo.t  20,000 

my  Uivideni  thereof,  5 
Ohio  river,  Round  Hot- ■>       ^^_ 

tom,  5      ^^^ 

Little  Kanhawa,  2314 


290  1 
15  m"i!c3  lower  down,  2148 

Op[^osite  Big  Bent,  4395 


dollars 
9714      10         97,440 


GREAT  KANHAWA. 
Near  the  North  West,     10.990 
East  side  above,  7275 

Month  of  Cole  river,  2C00 

OTH..nvite  thereto,  2950 
Burning  Spring,      125 


1}  -- 


200,00-0 


MARYLAND. 
Charles  Coiii:ty,  600     G  3,600 

Montgomery  no.  519   12  6,229 

rENNSYLVA"NIA. 
Great  Mcadov?,  234     6  1,404 

NEW-YORK. 
?>!ohav.k  river,  ahont     iCOO     6  u.OOO 

NORTH  WKST  TERRITORY. 
Orj  Tittle  Miami,  839 

Ditto,  077 

Ditto,  1235 
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y^^res.  Pme, 
KENTUCKY. 
Rougli  Creek,  3000 

Ditto  adjoining,  2000 


5000     2     I0,0< 
LOTS,  viz. 

City  of  Washington^ 
Two  near  the  Capitol,  Square  634, 

cost  093  dollars,  and  with  buildings,       15.01 
No.  5,  i2,  13  and  14,  the  three  last 
water  lots  on  the  Eastern  Branch, 
in  square  667,  containing  together 
34,438  square  feet,  at  12  cenis,  4.1: 

A!ex.andr'ia. 
Corner  of  Pitt  and  Prince-strefets,  half 
an  QiCre  laid  out  into    iDuiidings, 
tl'iree  or  four  of  which  are  let  on 
ground  rent  at  3  dollars  per  foot,  4.0 

Ifirickesta. 
A  let  in  the  town  of  half  an  acre,  and 
another  in  the  Commons  of  about  o 
acreS;  supposed  4,0 

Both,  or  JVarm  Sprhigs. 
Two  well  situated,  and  had  buildings 

to  the  amount  of  1 501.  8,c 

STOCK. 
U7{ited  States. 
Sx  per  Cents,  3746 

Ditto  deferred,         1 873  "> 
"^hree  per  Cen'cs,         29403      ^^^° 
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Potomac  Company, 
Twenty.four  Shares  cost  each  lOOO/. 

sterling,  10,666 

Jajnes-Rher  Company* 
Five  Shares  each  each  cost  100  dollars,  500 

Batik  of  Columbia. 
One  hundred  and  70  Shares,  40  dollars 
each,  6,800 

Bank  of  AJexandta, 
Besides  20  Shares  to  the  Free  School — 

Five  1,000 

STOCK  LIVING,  viz. 
One  covering  Horse,  five  carriage  Horses,  four  ri- 
ding ditto,  six  brood  Mares,  twenty  working 
Horses  and  Mares,  two  covering  Jacks,  and  three 
young  ones,  ten  she  Asses,  42  working  Mule?, 
15  younger  ones,  329  head  of  horned  Cattle, 
640  head  of  Sheep,  and  a  large  stock  of  Hogs, 
the  precise  number  unknown. — \^3°^'^y  ^^a"- 
ager  has  estimated  this  Live  Stock  at  7000/.  but 
1  shall  set  it  down  in  order  to  make  a  round 
sum  at  15,653 


Aggregate  Amount,     5  30,000 


\ 


f 


\ 


■•fi^ 
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